An Islamic Perspective



the day of
resurrection shall you be paid your wages in full.
And whoever is removed away from the fire and
admitted to paradise, this person is indeed
successful. The life of this world is only the
enjoyment of deception." (The Holy Qur'an:3:185)




Death is a stage in human existence

Islam views death merely as a stage in human
existence.

Physical death should not be feared but one
should, however, worry about the agonies of
spiritual death caused by living a life of moral
corruption.

A person does not cease to exist in sleep, similarly
he does not cease to exist in death.

A person comes back to life when waking from
sleep, same way he will be revived at the great
awakening on the Day of Judgment.



Time of death is fixed and everyone
has to return to AIIah for accounts

60-It is He Who doth take your souls by night and hath knowledge of all that ye have done
by day. By day doth He raise you up again; that a term appointed be fulfilled; in the end
unto Him will be your return then will He show you the truth of all that ye did

61-He is the Irresistible (watching) from above over his worshippers and He sets guardians
over you. At length when death approaches one of you Our angels take his soul and they
never fail in their duty.

62-Then are men returned unto Allah their Protector the (only) reality: is not His the
Command? And He is the swiftest in taking account.



Two deaths and two lives mentioned In

verse 2:28
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How can you reject the faith in Allah?
Seeing that you were without life and He
gave you life; then will He cause you to
die and will again bring you to life; and
again to Him will you return.

(Al Bagarah,2:28




ey will say:" Our Lord! twice have you made Us
without life and twice have you given us Life! Now
have we recognized our sins: is there any way out (of
this) 40:11

First death took place when our souls were brought
out and we testified to Allah being our only Rabb.
That first death lasted until we were born into this
world. The second death terminates our life in this

world



For the disbelievers, death is a horrible
event

If you could see when the angels take the souls of the
unbelievers (at death) (how) they smite their faces and their
backs (saying): "Taste the penalty of the blazing fire. (Anfal,
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LBut how (will it be) when the angels take their souls at
death and smite their faces and their backs?
(Mohammad,47:27)



GRAVE IS CALLING

| Listen Very Very Carefully...

Oh Son Of Adam: | Remembered You Again Today.... Did

U Remember Me??

Listen!!!

| Am Full Of Darkness So Bring With You The Light Of Salaat.
| Am A Place Of Fear So Bring With You The Peace Of Tilawat-E-Quran.
| Am Full Of Snakes And Scorpions So Bring With You The Sunnah Of
Our Beloved Prophet (S.AW).

| Am Full Of Fire So Bring With You The Tears Fallen From Allah's Fear. 1
| Am Full Of Punishment So Bring With You The Reward Of
Charity/Sadagah.

Don't Forget Me As | Am Eagerly
Waiting For Your Arrlval |




Remember death often
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Abu Huralrah (RA) reported that
Prophet (SAW) said, " You must
remember often the killer of
pleasures l.e., death. ™

. n = R EgE * sl mE T J§ a



Appreciate health before iliness and life

before death
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Abdullah Ibn Omar (RA) reported that the Prophet (SAW) held me
by my shoulder and said, "Live in this world like a stranger or a
traveler.” Ibn Omar (RA) used to say,” When you see evening, do
not wait for the morning and when you see morning, do not wait

for the evening. Appreciate health before iliness and your life
before your death. " (Bukhari)



Visiting and praying for sick
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Abu Huralra (RA) reported that Prophet (SAW) said,” Indeed Allah
Taala shall say on the Day of Judgment O’ son of Adam! | fell sick
and you did not visit me. * Person shall respond" O’ my Lord! How
could | come to visit you and you are Lord of the universe.” Allah
shall Say,” Don’t you know that a certain of my servant was sick and
you did not visit him. Did not you know that had you visited him,
you would have found me there.” (Muslim)



Rewards for visiting the sick
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Ali (RA) said that he heard Prophet (SAW) saying,” When a person
comes to visit a (sick) brother, he keeps walking on the path to
Jannah. When he sits down, Allah’s Mercy covers him. If it is day
time, then seventy thousand angels keep praying for him till the
evening. If it is evening time, then seventy thousand angels keep
praying for him till the morning.

(Ahmad and Ibn Majah)



Dua for sick person
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Abdullah Ibn Abbas (RA) reported that when once visits a
sick person he should say this dua seven times. Allah shall
grant him/her Shifa unless time for death has been
decided." | ask Allah the Greatest, the Lord of great throne
to grant you shifa or relief.”

(Abu Dawood)



Say good words while visiting sick
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Umm Salam (RA) reported that Prophet (SAW) said,” When you visit a sick person or the
one who died, then say something good since angels say "Ameen” upon whatever you

say. (Muslim)
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Abdullah Ibn Abbas (RA) reported that Prophet (SAW) came to visit a sick V|Ilager. He
(SAW) \used to say,” Don't worry this illness will cleanse you of your sins.” He said same
to him. Villager said, " You say it is cleansing (from sins). This fever is attacking this old
man and willsend him to grave. " Prophet (SAW) said,” Then let it be so.” (Bukhari)




Sick person’s dua Is accepted
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Abdullah Ibn Abbas (RA) reported that Prophet (SAW) said,” Duas of five persons are
accepted:
1- Dua of oppressed till justice is done 2- Dua of a pilgrim till he reaches home
3- Dua of a Mujahid till he finishes the task
4- Dua of a sick person till he recovers
5- Dua of a (Muslim) brother for his brother in his absence.”
Then he (SAW) said,” The fastest dua in acceptance is the dua of a Muslim brother for his
brother in his absence.” (Baihaqi)




Dua when one sees sick or afflicted
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Abu Huraira (RA) said that the Prophet (SAW)
said, “Whoever sees an afflicted person and says,
‘all praises are for the One who saved me from this
affliction which has overtaken you. He blessed me
over many of his creation.’ he will not be afflicted
with that condition.™ (Tirmizi)




Dua in the last moments of life
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Aisha (RA) said that before the death of Prophet
(SAW) when his back was taking support against
me, | bowed down to hear and he was saying,
O "' Allah ! Forgive me, show Mercy to me and
let me meet with Rafeeq. " (Bukhari)




One should not desire death
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Abu Huraira (RA) said that Prophet (SAW) said,” No one should desire death. If
he is righteous, he will increase his righteous deeds.
If he is sinful, perhaps he will seek forgiveness from Allah. ™ (Bukhari)
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Anas Ibn Malik (RA) said that Prophet (SAW) said,” No one should desire death.

If there is no other way, then one should say, 'O’ Allah! Keep me alive as long

as living is better for me and let me die when death is better for me. " (Bukhari)




Remember death often
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Abu Huralrah (RA) reported that
Prophet (SAW) said, " You must
remember often the killer of
pleasures l.e., death. ™
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Remembering Death

Whoever frequently remembers death is honored
with three things:

Quick repentance,

Self-contentedness and

Energy in doing acts of worship; and

Whoever forgets death is punished with three
things:

Delaying repentance,

Lack of contentedness and

Laziness in acts of worship




Statements of pious about death

Uways Al-Qarnee said,
"Remember death when you sleep and always think
of it when you are awake.”
Ibn al-Mubaarak said that Saalih Al-Mariy used to
say,"If the remembrance of death leaves me for an
hour my heart becomes spoilt.”
Ibn Mas’ood said, "A believer has no rest until he
meets Allah.”



Hope for Mercy of Allah at the time of

e —

death
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Jabir (RA) said | heard from Prophet (SAW) three days before his death saying,
“No one of you should die except he must have good hope with AIIah’.(Muinm)
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Anas (RA) reported that Prophet (SAW) came to a young man who was at his death bed.
He asked, ™ How do you feel?” He replied,” By Allah! O Prophet of Allah! | have hope with
Allah and | am afraid of my sins.” Prophet (SAW) said,” These two are not gathered at this
time in a slave’s heart except Allah grants what he hopes and protects from what he fears.”
(Tirmizi)




Seek Allah’s protection against

worst forms of death
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AbuI Yasar (RA) reported that Prophet (SAW) used to make this
dua,” O my Lord! | seek your protection against death in advanced
old age, death by falling from height, death from something
falling upon me, death from extreme grief, death from burning
in fire, death from drowning. | seek your protection against
Satan's attacks during death, death by running away from
combat, death by poisonous bites.” (Nasai)




One who commits suicide will be In

Hellfire.

/’/ﬂ/ O/ v o

Zz O S0 -

b g S o . Jo. - s -0 0 _o
’) é}eﬁw&ﬂﬂ&’wwﬁw Lz u‘J‘u"“p:”‘u@)",ﬂf"d'u’

0 ub /u " / A ed ot
L.«anao HS%M MMWMw)‘x\\@A\M\ﬂbleﬂéﬁﬂw

@Lgun@.b_qo.g 3 il Bk, w;}é;;,\.m&a\wmwbw)b@

:_g)L;JM” mu@.s\.dm.depg

Abu Huraira (RA) reported that Prophet (SAW) said, " One how kills
himself by falling from a mountain shall be in Hell and shall
continue to fall from heights. One who kills himself by poisoning
shall continue to poison himself in Hell for ever. One who killed
himself with a weapon, shall continue
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What should one say at the news of

someone’s death.
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Umm Salam (RA) said, Prophet (SAW) sald, “When a
Muslim makes
this dua at the time of a calamity which Allah has
commanded him, then Allah shall grant him better
reward and better (blessings) in exchange.
“We are all for Allah and we all shall return to Him.
O’ Allah! Grant me better reward in my
Calamity and grant me better in return.” (Muslim)




Expression of sorrow by loud crying,

self beating, waliling are prohibited
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Abdullah Ibn Masood (RA) reported that Prophet (SAW) said,’ He is not amongst us,
who (in state of sorrow) beats upon his face, tore his clothes and talked ignorance.
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Mughirah Ibn Shubah (RA) said that he heard Prophet (SAW) saylng,
“If wailing is done upon a dead person, there will be punishment upon him
due to that wailing.”




What is permissible for expression

of sorrow?
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Aisha (RA) reported that when Saad Ibn Muadh (RA) died, Prophet (SAW), Abu Bakr (RA)
and Omar (RA) arrived there. She said, * By the One in whose hand is my life, | could hear
the crying of Abu Bakr (RA) and Omar (RA) in my quarter.” (Ahmad)
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Aisha (RA) sa|d “ Prophet (SAW) k|ssed Osman Ibn Mazoon (RA)
when he died and he (SAW) cried or she said tears were flowing

from his eyes. " (Tirmizi)



Patience after an affliction brings
rewards
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Abu Umama (RA) reported that Prophet (SAW) said,
“Allah (SWT) says, ' O son of Adam! If you are patient
soon after an affliction with intention to get reward,

then | shall be pleased for Jannah as your reward. "'
(Ibn Majah)



i v

Ta’zia (visiting person who lost loved

one) Is Sunnah
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Anas Ibn Malik (RA) reported that the Prophet (SAW) said,
“"Whoever visits his believing brother in his affliction, Allah (SWT)

shall clothe him green garment which shall be envied upon on the
Day of Judgment. "

He was asked what is “Yuhbaru biha”? He replied , " Yughbitu
" 1.e., it shall be envied upon. (Al-Khateeb, Ibn Asakar)




Three days is the permissible limit for
mourning after someone’s death
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Abdullah Ibn Jafar (RA) said,” Prophet (SAW) allowed
people to visit family of Jafar (who passed away) for
condolence for 3 days. " After 3 days he (SAW) came
back and said,” Do not show sorrow upon my brother’s
(death) after this day. ™ (Abu Dawood, Nasai)




Limit for mourning is 3 days.
For widow It Is 4 months and 10 days
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Ummi Habiba (RA), wife of the Prophet (SAW) said that
she heard Prophet (SAW) saying, " It is not permissible
for a woman who believes upon Allah and the Day of
Judgment to mourn upon dead more than 3 days except
upon her husband when she can mourn for 4 months
and 10 days. (Agreed)



It is Sunnah to send food to the family
of the deceased
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Abdullah Ibn Jafar (RA) reported: When the news of (my
father ) Jafar's (RA) death reached us, Prophet (SAW)
said,” Prepare food for the family of Jafar. They are
facing (affliction) which will keep them busy (and they
will not be able to prepare food).” (Ibn Majah)



Not permissible to arrange food for
those gathered for condolence
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Jarir Ibn Abdullah Albajali (RA) said, “ We used to
consider gathering after burial at deceased
person’s house and eating there as wailing (which
is prohibited ). (Ahmad, Ibn Majah)



Rights of Muslim upon a Muslim
brother
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Abu Huraira (RA) said that he heard Prophet
(SAW) saying, * A Muslim has five rights upon
another Muslim: 1- Replying salutation (Salaam) 2-
Visiting sick 3- Follow the funeral 4- Accepting
Invitation 5- Replying to sneezing” (Agreed)



Joining funeral prayer
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Abu Huraira (RA) reported that Prophet (SAW) said, "
Whoever joins funeral prayer he gets reward equal to
one Qiraat. Whoever joins till the dead is buried, he
gets reward equal to two Qiraat. " He was asked what
Is Qiraat? He (SAW) replied, " Like two great
mountains.“ (Bukhari)



Funeral prayer in absentiais
permissible
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Abu Huraira (RA) reported that Prophet (SAW)
gave the news of Najjashi’s death on the day of
his death. Then he came (to funeral place) and
made line with them ( companions). He (SAW)
then prayed funeral prayer for him (Najjashi)
with four Takbiraat. (Agreed)




Dua for Janza or funeral
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Grave should be simple
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Jabir (RA) said,” Prophet (SAW) forbade us to construct a building upon a grave,
to raise a grave high or to make a grave with bricks and mortar. (Nasai)
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Salih Ibn Abi Salih (RA) said, " | saw the grave of Prophet (SAW). It
was high equal to a hand or like a hand length.” (Abu Dawood)



During burial, someone should remind

_about Akhirah
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Bara Ibn Azib (RA) said,” We came with the Prophet (SAW) for the
funeral of a man from Ansaar. We came to the grave and he was
not buried yet. Prophet (SAW) sat down and we sat around him
quietly as if there were birds on our heads. Prophet (SAW) had a
piece of wood in his hand with which he was scratching the ground.
He raised his head and said, ' Seek Allah’s protection from
punishment of the graves. ‘He said this two or three times. "

(Abu Dawood, Ibn Majah)




Interrogation in grave by angels
A- Case of True Believer

u\_il.oo\_s\c,..db.e\b\% mlJ}w JG - waa\slwp; %;dflup

«J,)J\ s&éJ}eduuyﬁarﬁtfy\};.d\ tlwumuu»\ 013

dj_.oﬂo.w\mb@w ‘ﬁ\aj\‘ﬁu\ .\;\:J;:))mu;};:b;u@u J,:w
P_Jwgu\):uwo,wd@@ \&J}é;bmru&.u u‘ﬁ}u

<l w}dsz(.; d‘}!ﬂé?v@]&\ﬂ&@\é\ . J}a.;(.; AJw(ﬂu‘d o5
szww;umw{‘ymw




Interrogation in grave

A- True Believer

Abu Huraira (RA) reported that the Prophet (SAW)
said,” When dead person is buried, two angels with
dark eyes come to him. One is named Munkir and the
other Nakeer. They ask him,’ what do say about this
man (Mohammad)?’ He shall say what he used to say in
this world,” He is slave of Allah and His messenger. |
testify that there is no deity except Allah and
Mohammad is his servant and messenger.” Both angels
shall say, " We knew you will reply like this.” His grave is
widened 70X70 hands and is lit. He is then told to go to
sleep. He says | like to go to my family and inform them
about my forgiveness. They reply,” You go to sleep like
newly wed who is awakened by her loved one.” He goes
to sleep till Allah wakes him from his grave.




Interrogation in grave:
B Case of hypocrlte/dlsbellever
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If the person interrogated is hypocrite then he replies thus,” |
heard the people saying (about Prophet Mohammad) so | say the
same, | do not know.” Both angels say,” We knew your reply shall
be like that. " Then the earth (in grave) is commanded to squeeze
upon him so it squeezes upon him. His ribs enter into each other.
This punishment continues till Allah raises him from his grave.
(Tirmizi)



Allah grants steadfastness to the believers
on Tauhid in this world and the hereafter
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Bara Ibn Aazib (RA) reported that the Prophet (SAW) said,”
When the believer is allowed to sit up in his grave, angels are
sent to him. Believer testifies ‘" There is no deity except Allah
and Mohammad is His messenger. " This is the meaning of
Allah’s statement (ayah)

“ Allah grants steadfastness upon strong statement ( of Tauhid)
for those who believe in this life and in the hereafter.* (Bukhari)



After burial of dead, we should pray for
his steadfastness in interrogation
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Usman (RA) said, " When Prophet (SAW) used to
finish burial of dead, he used to say, " Seek
forgiveness for your brother and seek
steadfastness for him since now he is facing
interrogation. " (Abu Dawood)



We should seek protection of Allah
against punishment of grave.
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Abu Huraira (RA) said Prophet (SAW) used
to make dua, " O’ Allah! | seek your
protection against punishment of grave and

fire, from trials of life and death and from
trial of Masih Dajjal. " (Bukhari)




Dead person in grave is shown his
destination in morning & evening
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Abdullah Ibn Umar (RA) said that Prophet (SAW) said,”
When one of you dies, he is shown his destination day
and night. If he is one of Jannah, then he is shown
Jannah. If he is of Hellfire, he is shown hellfire. He is told
this is your abode. This continues till the Day of
Judgment. ™ (Bukhari)




Visiting graves to remember Akhirah
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Abu Saeed Khudri (RA) said that Prophet (SAW)
said,” | used to prohibit you from visiting graves.
Now, you can visit graves. There is lesson to
learn in these but do not say anything which may
bring displeasure of Allah.” (Ahmad, Hakim)



Dua at the time of visiting grave
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Buraidah (RA) said that Prophet (SAW) used to teach
them to say this dua when they visit graves, " O
Momins and Muslims residents of this place, Assalamu
Alaikum. Allah willing, we are going to meet you. We
ask Allah goodness and forgiveness for us and for you. ™
(Ahmad and Muslim)



Best gift from living to the dead is

seeking forgiveness for them
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Abdullah Ibn Abbas (RA) said that Prophet (SAW) said,” Example
of dead person is like the one who is drowning and calling for help

and is waiting for dua from his father or mother or brother or a
friend. When a dua reaches him, it is beloved to him from the
world and whatever is in it. Indeed, Allah grants reward to peosple
of grave equal to mountains due to duas from people of earth.
Indeed the best gift from living to the dead is istighfar for them.




Son’s dua for parents raises their

position in Jannah
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Abu Huraira (RA) said that the Prophet (SAW)
said,” Indeed Allah raises the status of his
righteous servant in Jannah and he asks,’ O Lord!
How did | get it? *. He shall reply, " It is due to
Istighfar of your son for you.” (Ahmad)



Heedlessness has hardened people’s hearts and
made them forget the Last Day and the frightening
conditions of the grave

"Remember death when you sleep and always think of
it when you are awake. ( Awais Al Qarni)

It will deter us from committing sins and soften our
hard heart

Doing righteous deeds, obeying Allah and increasing
one’s efforts in all acts of worship.

Return trusts to their rightful owners.

Eliminate hatred and enmity from our hearts.

Be good to the kith and kin.


http://idealmuslimah.com/the-hereafter/death-and-the-grave/169-prepare-for-death
http://idealmuslimah.com/the-hereafter/death-and-the-grave/169-prepare-for-death

Everyone shall taste death Then unto
- us you shall be returned.
(Al Ankaboot, 29:57)
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