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SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION

1.1 Jannah versus Dunya
This section sheds some light on the differences between Jannah & Dunyah. It is stated
the following in the hadith:

% “Narrated Abu Huraira: The Prophet (PBUH) said, "Allah created
Adam in His picture, sixty cubits (about 30 meters) in height. When
He created him, He said (to him), "Go and greet that group of angels
sitting there, and listen to what they will say in reply to you, for that
will be your greeting and the greeting of your offspring.” Adam (went
and) said, 'As-Salamu alaikum (Peace be upon you)." They replied,
'AsSalamu-'Alaika wa Rahmatullah (Peace and Allah's Mercy be on
you) So they increased, 'Wa Rahmatullah'. The Prophet added, 'So
whoever will enter Paradise, will be of the shape and picture of
Adam, since then the creation of Adam's (offspring) (i.e. stature of
human beings is being diminished continuously) to the present
time." [Bukhari, 8/74/246]
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What about human’s age in Jannah? In at-Tirmithi, it is mentioned that they will enter
Jannah at the age of 33 years old:

% Mu'adh bin Jabal narrated that the Prophet (PBUH) said: "The
people of Paradise shall enter Paradise without body hair, Murd, with
Kuhl on their eyes, thirty years of age or thirty-three years." (Jami’
At-Tirmithi/ Sahih)
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Sleep is one of the requirements for a healthy mind and body. Everybody must have
experienced the feeling that when we are enjoying ourselves immensely, the last thing
we want to do is leave all the fun and go to sleep. Eventually though, even if we
manage to stay up all night, we have to go to sleep. There is no such thing as endless
fun on earth. One of the beauties of Jannah is that there is no tiredness, no night, and
no sleep. We will be having so much fun that we do not want to go to sleep, ever, nor
is there a need for sleep after. It is difficult for us to imagine this as we are constrained
by our earthly experience and limitations!

When a Muslim sleeps with the intention of waking up refreshed to serve Allah
(SWT), then his/her sleep also counts as worship. An excess of sleep; however, means
that time that could be better spent in earning higher ranks in Jannah is wasted.

Jannah is so expensive and deserves from us to try our best in order to get into it.
Regardless of any descriptions of Jannah which we could think of, Jannah will be much
better as there is nothing really like it that we know of or we experienced in this life:

% Sahl bin Sa'd (May Allah be pleased with him) said: I was in the
company of the Prophet (PBUH) He gave a description of Jannah and
concluded with these words, "There will be bounties which no eye
has seen, no ear has heard and no human heart has ever perceived."
He (PBUH) then recited this Verse: "Their sides forsake their beds, to
invoke their Rabb in fear and hope, and they spend (in charity in
Allah's Cause) out of what we have bestowed on them. No person
knows what is kept hidden for them of joy..." (As-Sajdah 32: 16-17)
[Al-Bukhari]

df ) {ealadl e apsin GlaB) 8 S "0 QB e ki Yy
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Once, there was a primitive tribe which some anthropologists visited. The tribe lived in
a very hot climate, so they never saw snow in their lives. These anthropologists kept
describing snow to them by things in their environment that they knew. Then, when
they presented them with snow, they didn’t recognize it. Similarly, in the context of
Jannah, we will never grasp it until we see it.

There will be no urination or spitting or anything disgusting in Jannah.

K/

% “And when you look therein (Paradise) you will see pleasure and a
great kingdom.” (Al-Insan 76:20)
(20) 1S &5 Ll il 25 815 135

You are a king in what Allah has given you, or in the case of our sisters, they will be
Queens in Jannah (inshaAllah).
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% Allah says: “No person knows what delights of the eye are kept
hidden (in reserve) for them - as a reward for their (good) deeds.”
(As-Sajdah 32:17)

(17) Crstasa V58 Wy 2038 il 358 (e ad] AT L G 216G Yo
Allah told the Prophet (PBUH):

R/

% “And strain not your eyes in longing for the things We have given for
enjoyment to various groups of them (polytheists and disbelievers in
the Oneness of Allah), the splendour of the life of this world that We
may test them thereby. But the provision (good reward in the
Hereafter) of your Lord is better and more lasting.” (TA HA 20:131)

355 48 2 LEA sUall 55 5 adde 53 4 e L ) alite G35 Y5
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Allah is telling the Prophet (PBUH), who was poor, not to look at the wealth and

pleasure He has given them. He instructed the Prophet not to look at their palaces,
gardens and wealth, because what Allah has for him is much better.

Jannah is better compared to this world in four aspects:

1. Quantity

The quantity of everything in Jannah is more than of everything in this world. Allah
says:

*

% “[....] Say, ‘Short is the enjoyment of this world. The Hereafter is (far)
better for him who fears Allah, and you shall not be dealt with
unjustly even equal to the Fatila (a scalish thread in the long slit of a
date stone.” (An-Nisa 4:77)

(77) S & sallsd V5 8 ol 5 803915 OB LN £ Ga O

“Qaleel” is translated as “short” here, but what it refers to is that the quantity is very
little. What Allah has for you in Jannah is a lot. The person with the least has 10 times
of this world.

2. Quality
Sahih Al Bukhari listed the following hadith:

% “Narrated Anas: That the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: "To go out
in the cause of Allah in the morning, or the afternoon, is better than
the world and what is in it. And the space that a bow of one of you -
or the space that his hand - would occupy in Paradise is better than
the world and what is in it. And if a woman among the women
inhabiting Paradise were to appear to the people of the earth, then
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she would illuminate what is between the (heavens and the earth),
and a pleasant scent would fill up what is between them, and the
scarf on her head is better than the world and what is in it." [Abu
'Eisa said:] This Hadith is Hasan Sahih.” [Jami’At-Tirmithi]
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How much would that area occupy? 1 inch by a foot! So if you buy that much area in
Jannah, it would be worth the whole world. Of course, you have distances in Jannah
that can be measured in light years. The following hadith has been narrated through
five different chains of transmitters and all of them narrate as the following:

% On the authority of Mustaurid, brother of Bani Fihr, that Allah's
Messenger (PBUH) said: By Allah, this world (is so insignificant in
comparison) to the Hereafter, that if one of you should dip his
finger- (and while saying this Yahya pointed with his forefinger) -in
the ocean and then he should see as to what has stuck to it. (This
hadith has been narrated through another chain of transmitters also
but with a slight variation of wording). [Muslim}
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The dunya (world) is like a drop of water compared to the akhirah (Hereafter). We are
fighting and killing ourselves over a droplet of water! We are neglecting our religion
for a droplet of water!

If everyone was promised $100 for showing up for fajr every morning, surely the
masjids would be packed. Is $100 worth Jannah? We are bargaining for the wrong
thing!

% “Amr bin 'Auf Al-Ansari (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) sent Abu 'Ubaidah bin Al-Jarrah (May
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Allah be pleased with him) to Bahrain to collect (Jizyah). So he
returned from Bahrain with wealth. The Ansar got news of it and
joined with the Prophet (PBUH) in the Fajr prayer. When the
Prophet (PBUH) concluded the prayer, they stood in his way. When
he saw them, he smiled and said, "I think you have heard about the
arrival of Abu 'Ubaidah with something from Bahrain". They said,
"Yes! O Messenger of Allah!" He (PBUH) said, "Rejoice and hope for
that which will please you. By Allah, it is not poverty that I fear for
you, but I fear that this world will be opened up with its wealth for
you as it was opened to those before you; and you compete with one
another over it as they did and eventually it will ruin you as it ruined
them". (Riyad As-Saliheen , Muslim)
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3. Jannah is Pure, Dunya is contaminated

Everything in Jannah is pure, whereas everything in dunya is contaminated - even
what you deem as pleasure.

Let’s look at some of the things that we enjoy: food, for example. Imagine for a
moment that the digestive system was made transparent and you could see all of what
went on once the food was in your mouth. You would see the food mixed with saliva,
and the colour changing. You would see it go into your stomach and coated with fluid.
What if you could smell? You would never have a meal with anyone if you could see all
of that! Nevertheless, we enjoy food, even though it is (internally) a very gruesome
process.

Without getting graphic just think about the process of reproduction. The whole thing
is quite disgusting. Because of desire, it makes it seem very passionate and desirable.

Just as it is with everything in this dunya - it is just a mask. As soon as you remove the
mask, you see how rotten it is from the inside.

Allah (SWT) describes Jannah as:

R/

% “Free from headiness; nor will they suffer intoxication there from.”
(Assaffat 37:47)
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If water settles somewhere for a long time, algae begins to grow in it. Allah tells us the
water of Jannah is incorruptible.

And milk left out of the fridge for a while will spoil and become sour. Allah says that
the milk of Jannah will never change. In Jannah, honey will be purified for us.

So Allah (SWT) states that the four rivers in Jannah will be pure. Your companions will
be pure. All of the natural processes that a woman goes through in the dunya -
menstruation, etc. - will not exist in Jannah. All of the impurities and sins of the heart
will dissappear.

Allah has given us a glimpse of Jannah and Naar in this world, but the real thing is in
the akhirah.

Everyone has experienced the pain of fire — whether it be hot water, burning oil, an
open flame, etc. It seems that Allah made everyone taste the pain of fire, as a warning
for the real thing. And this is just a personal observation.

4. Dunya is Temporary

Even if there is enjoyment in dunya, it is temporary. In akhirah, it’s permanent. In the
dunya, if you enjoy food, you cannot keep eating because it will cause health
problems.

You will find that in this world the ones who can afford the exotic foods are the ones
who cannot eat it - they have high cholesterol, etc.

Everything in Jannah is permanent. You can drink your entire river if you want. You
can have the fruits and meat of your choice. You will be entertained with your spouse
indefinitely.

1.2 Ways that lead to Paradise
Belief and Righteous Deeds are two of the best routes to Jannah (Paradise). The door
of righteous deeds is wide and the ways of obtaining rewards are vast, as Allah says:

*

% "And those who believe and do good deeds they are the inhabitants
of Paradise, in it they shall abide."[Al-Bagarah 2:82]

(82) &AL 2h il asal et of cianza 1k 5 1550 Gl

Taqwa is the fear of the Most Merciful, and acting in accordance with the Qur'an and
the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (PBUH). That is, hoping for the rewards of Allah
and avoiding disobedience of His Guidance and fearing His Punishment. For Allah
says:

*

% "Surely those of tagwa shall be in the midst of Gardens and
fountains.” [Al-Hijr 15:45]
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In the hadith it is said:

% "Abu Hurairah narrated that the Messenger of Allah was asked about
that for which people are admitted into Paradise the most, so he
said: “Taqwa of Allah, and good character." And he was asked about
that for which people are admitted into the Fire the most and he
said: "The mouth and the private parts."." [Jami’ At-Tirmithi / Sahih]
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Obedience of Allah and His Messenger is a sure way to Paradise. Allah, subhanahu wa
ta'ala, says,

% "And whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger, He will cause him to
enter Gardens beneath which rivers flow, and whoever turns back,
He will chastise him with a painful chastisement."” [Al-Fath 48:17]
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In another hadith, it is stated the following:

% "Narrated Abu Huraira: Allah's Messenger (PBUH) said, "All my
followers will enter Paradise except those who refuse." They said, "O
Allah's Messenger (PBUH)! Who will refuse?” He said, "Whoever
obeys me will enter Paradise, and whoever disobeys me is the one
who refuses (to enter it)." [Sahih al-Bukhari]
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Fighting in the Path of Allah with one's wealth and soul. For Allah (SWT) says:

% "O you who have believed, shall I guide you to a transaction that will
save you from a painful punishment? [It is that] you believe in Allah
and His Messenger and strive in the cause of Allah with your wealth
and your lives. That is best for you, if you should know. He will
forgive for you your sins and admit you to gardens beneath which
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rivers flow and pleasant dwellings in gardens of perpetual residence.
That is the great attainment." [As-Saff 61:10-12]
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Repentance erases what came before it:

% "It was narrated from Abu ‘Ubadah bin Abdullah that his father said:
“The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: ‘The one who repents from sin
is like one who did not sin.” [Sunan Ibn Majah / Daif]
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Allah (SWT) says in the Quran:

/7

% "Except such as repent and believe and do good, these shall enter the
Garden, and they shall not be dealt with unjustly in any way."
[Maryam 19:60]

(60) uﬂkJYJM\UJBLJJJ}B\A‘LAdACJUA\JL_\LJUAY\

There are countless other means, from building a mosque to seeking Islamic
knowledge to raising righteous children...etc. All it takes is our time and sincere
efforts. With all that Allah has described, it may seem daunting to us at times, that we
will ever make it. Iman increases and decreases, and with it our good deeds. But we
should never lose hope in Allah, for the only one who loses hope in Allah is the one
who disbelieves.

So even though we may feel that we are at the bottom of the pile, the Prophet (PBUH)
gives us hope.

% "It is reported on the authority of al-Mughira b. Shu'ba that the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: Moses asked his Lord: Who
amongst the inhabitants of Paradise is the lowest to rank? He (Allah)
said: The person who would be admitted into Paradise last of all
among those deserving of Paradise who are admitted to it. It would
be said to him: Enter Paradise. He would say: O my Lord! How
(should I enter) while the people have settled in their apartments
and taken the shares (portions)? It would be said to him: Would you
be pleased if there be for you like the kingdom of a king amongst the
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kings of the world? He would say: I am pleased my Lord. He (Allah)
would say: For you is that, and like that, and like that, and like that,
and that. He would say at the fifth (point): I am well pleased. My
Lord. He (Allah) would say: It is for you and, ten times like it, and for
you is what yourself desires and your eye enjoys. He would say: [ am
well pleased, my Lord. He (Moses) said: (Which is) the highest of
their (inhabitants of Paradise) ranks? He (Allah) said: They are those
whom [ choose. I establish their honour with My own hand and then
set a seal over it (and they would be blessed with Bounties) which no
eye has seen, no ear has heard and no human mind has perceived:
and this is substantiated by the Book of Allah, Exalted and Great:" So
no soul knows what delight of the eye is hidden for them; a reward
for what they did." [Muslim]
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This is what Allah has for the least among us. He still has in store for the believers the
greatest honour awaiting them in Paradise:

% Suhaib narrated concerning Allah's statement: For those who do
good is the best (reward) and even more. The Prophet (PBUH) said:
"When the people of Paradise enter Paradise, a caller shall call out:
'Indeed you have a promise with Allah." They will say: 'Did he not
whiten our faces, save us from the Fire, and admit us into Paradise?'
They will say: 'Indeed.’ Then the Veil shall be lifted.” He said: ‘So, by
Allah, He did not grant them anything more beloved to them than
looking at Him.” [Jami’At-Tirmithi / Sahih]
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We were created in Paradise, we came out of it and we will inshaAllah go back to it. It
is our destination and we shall reach it. But we have to do what Allah has asked us to
do, for Paradise is not cheap. The price is true Iman that is shown in obedience to
Allah, according to the Sunnah of his Prophet (PBUH). The companions understood
that. Their efforts were all for the life of the Hereafter and they gave only what was
necessary to this worldly life. As Muslims, everything we do, can be, and should be the
worship of Allah. Whether we are working at the office to provide for our families;
cooking a meal; raising our children, or simply resting, through the remembrance of
Allah and supplication, we can transform these earthly necessities into fruits that will
bear for us in the life of the Hereafter.

So let us keep our eyes on the prize, and strive hard for it. For Allah (SWT) says,

/7

% "And (as for) those who strive hard for Us, We will most certainly
guide them in Our ways; and Allah is most surely with the doers of
good." [Al-Ankabut 29:69]

(69) driwdall aad @l )5 UL agfangl b ) 308 Gl

Allah has created human beings to worship Him, to obey Him, to know Him and to
love Him. From His immense Mercy, He revealed books and religions to them and
sent Prophets and Messengers to explain these books and Messages. There is nothing
that leads to goodness and success in this life and the hereafter that the Messengers
did not mention, and similarly there is nothing that leads to the anger and the wrath
of Allah that they did not warn and called to avoid.

Allah, who has forbidden oppression on Himself and on His creatures, is also the Most
Wise the Most Merciful and the Oft Forgiving. He promised that those who would
obey Him and His messengers would be rewarded with al-Jannah (Paradise) and His
pleasure on them. And those who disobeyed Him and His messengers, and contended
with the Messenger and followed paths other than the path of the believers, they also
shall be rewarded justly and fairly with Hell Fire. We seek protection and refuge in
Allah from that.

We have seen how horrible the punishment of the people who disobey Allah, whether
in their graves, before the Day of judgement, during the Day of Judgement, or after the
Day of Judgement. We seek protection and refuge in Allah from all that.

It is crystal clear for us that we cannot deprive ourselves from going to Jannah (deprive
by committing sins and disobeying Allah, otherwise going to Jannah or jahannam is a
matter that belongs to Allah and only Him).

10
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We believe that there is none worthy of worship but Allah, and we do worship Him
because He is worthy of worship. We do worship Him because He ordered us to do so,
and we do worship Him seeking protection in Him from His Hell Fire, and we do
worship Him seeking to enter His Jannah and to see His Generous Face.

How can we not seek to enter Al-Jannah when it is the real success? It is the house of
eternity, the house of lasting joy and happiness, the house where there is no sorrow,
no pain, no death but just pleasure and enjoyment. Above all, there is in Jannah the
pleasure of Allah on its inhabitants. It is in Jannah where the believers would see their
Lord, where they will meet with the Messengers and their companions, and the
Martyrs.

1.3 Paradise is surrounded by obstacles

We ask Allah to make us of those who do not have to suffer in the Hell Fire. How can
we endure the Fire of Hell if we cannot hold our finger in this worldly fire? The people
of Hell Fire will say:

/7

% “If we had any intelligence, we would not be here” (Tabarak 67:10).

(10) eidl laia ‘sﬁl—ﬁudﬂa—’)‘@wkﬁﬂ‘}%

Allah has shown us the truth. With Muslims, the situation is that we know the truth. If
we choose not to follow it, then that’s even more dangerous. That is why the
hypocrites are in the lowest of hell, because they knew the truth and rejected it.

Getting to Jannah is not easy. Rasulullah (PBUH) stated that we have to go through
obstacles in order to reach Jannah.

% “Narrated Abu Huraira: Allah's Messenger (PBUH) said, "The (Hell)
Fire is surrounded by all kinds of desires and passions, while Paradise
is surrounded by all kinds of disliked undesirable things."” [Bukhari]

u\ sa‘).aJA o Ge cg/j;i‘ﬁ\ Ce QU G Bl EAS OB (Jelal) WS
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The story of this hadith is that when Allah (SWT) created Jannah and Naar, He told
Jibreel to visit. He paid a visit to both, and he came back to Allah and said, “I don’t
think anyone would hear about Jannah and not enter it. I don’t think anyone
would hear about Hell and avoid it.” So Jibreel was saying that it is straightforward
and of common sense: all humans will end up going to Jannah. Jibreel ‘alayhis salaam
was told to go visit again. This time, Allah wrapped up hell in shahawaat (the desirable
things to us: our passions). This is what attracts us to sin.

Imagine Hellfire as a magnet, pulling us towards it. Remember the analogy that the
prophet (PBUH) gave of him being the man in the desert, trying to save insects from
going into the fire.

11
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Jibreel saw hell after it was wrapped in these desires and passions. Then he saw Jannah
and saw that you have to go through difficult obstacles and disliked acts to reach
Jannah. Jibreel returned and said, “Now, I don’t think anyone will make it to
Jannah. I think all of them will go to hell.”

The following hadith Qudsi sums up the above story:

% On the authority of Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him),
who said that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: When Allah
created Paradise and Hell-fire, He sent Gabriel to Paradise, saying:
Look at it and at what I have prepared therein for its inhabitants. The
Prophet (PBUH) said: So he came to it and looked at it and at what
Allah had prepared therein for its inhabitants. The Prophet (PBUH)
said: So he returned to Him and said: By your glory, no one hears of
it without entering it. So He ordered that it be encompassed by
forms of hardship, and He said: Return to it and look at what I have
prepared therein for its inhabitants. The Prophet (pbuh) said: So he
returned to it and found that it was encompassed by forms of
hardship (1). Then he returned to Him and said: By Your glory, I fear
that no one will enter it. He said: Go to Hell-fire and look at it and
what I have prepared therein for its inhabitants, and he found that it
was in layers, one above the other. Then he returned to Him and
said: By Your glory, no one who hears of it will enter it. So He
ordered that it be encompassed by lusts. Then He said: Return to it.
And he returned to it and said: By Your glory, I am frightened that no
one will escape from entering it. (1) The Arabic word used here is
"makarih", the literal meaning of which is "things that are disliked".
In this context it refers to forms of religious discipline that man
usually finds onerous. [It was related by Tirmithi, who said that it
was a good and sound Hadith, also by Abu Dawud and an-Nasa'i).
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An-Nawawi (who has the best commentary on Sahih Muslim) comments on this
hadith and says:

R/

% “Hell fire and Paradise are covered with a veil, and you cannot get to
the veiled unless you cross the veil. And crossing the veil to get to
Jannah is by going through the disliked and difficult things. For
example, being very active in ‘ibaadah; having commitment to
‘ibaadah; being patient; not getting angry; being forgiving; having
compassion; giving sadaqa; and staying away from the sins.”
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SECTION 2: DESCRIPTION OF PARADISE

2.1 Introduction
Our final destination is the life of the Hereafter, where we end up either in Jannah
(Paradise) or Jahannam (Hellfire), depending on what we worked towards in this life.
Paradise is the aim and the hope of every Muslim. But like trying to attain any goal, in
order to achieve success, one must have a well-defined plan, and it must be
implemented.

Allah says:

R/
0‘0

You who believe! Be careful of (your duty to) Allah and seek means
of nearness to Him and strive hard in His way that you may be
successful. [Al-Ma’ida 5:35]

O A &l 8 15l 5 Al adl) 153805 0 10 ) Skl Gl T G
(39)

To prepare for our journey, we need to find out what our destination is like; who are
its people, and most importantly, how to get there.

The Prophet (PBUH) told us that within Paradise are things that no eyes have ever
seen, nor ears have ever heard, and that things in it are beyond our imagination and
comprehension. But we all have our own personal ideas of what eternal bliss would be

like.

Allah has also described Paradise in many places in the Qur'an. So let us now take a
look at what He has in store for the believers:

*
L X4

"The description of Paradise which the Muttagoon have been
promised is that in it are rivers of water, the taste and smell of which
are never changed. Rivers of milk the taste of which will remain
unchanged. Rivers of wine that will be delicious to those who drink
from it and rivers of clear, pure honey. For them will be every kind of
fruit and forgiveness form their Lord." [Mohammad 47:15]

)Meiuﬂuﬂﬂ—’bw‘)r—cuuﬂﬂ—"%ﬁu;ﬂd‘ﬂﬁ}@”w‘du
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(15)

"And their recompense shall be Paradise, and silken garments,
because they were patient. Reclining on raised thrones, they will see
there neither the excessive heat of the sun, nor the excessive bitter
cold, (as in Paradise there is no sun and no moon). The shade will be
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close upon them, and bunches of fruit will hang low within their
reach. Vessels of silver and cups of crystal will be passed around
amongst them, crystal-clear, made of silver. They will determine the
measure of them according to their wishes. They will be given a cup
(of wine) mixed with Zanjabeel, and a fountain called Salsabeel.
Around them will (serve) boys of perpetual youth. If you see them,
you would think they are scattered pearls. When you look there (in
Paradise) you will see a delight (that cannot be imagined), and a
Great Dominion. Their garments will be of fine green silk and gold
embroidery. They will be adorned with bracelets of silver, and their
Lord will give them a pure drink." [Al-Insan 76:12-21]
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% "Verily, the dwellers of Paradise that Day, will be busy in joyful
things. They and their wives will be in pleasant shade, reclining on
thrones. They will have therein fruits (of all kinds), and all that they
will ask for. (It will be said to them): "Salamun" (Peace be on you), a
Word from the Lord, Most Merciful." [Ya Seen 36:55-58]
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Can you imagine?

Wearing the finest silk clothing and sitting on chairs made of gold and precious
stones? Those who disbelieve in the words of Allah, say that this is all a fairy-tale,
fabricated by a so-called Prophet. But we know that Allah is the Truthful and that His
Messenger (PBUH), spoke only what was revealed to him from the Most Truthful.
Allah (SWT) describes Paradise for us in the Qur'an, He (SWT) says:

K/

% "So no soul knows the delights of the eyes which is hidden for them;
a reward for what they did." [As-Sajdah 32: 17]
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2.2 Description of Paradise in the Quran

Surah:

R/
L X4

Surah:

Surah:

X/
L X4

Surah:

L)

2. Al-Bagara

25. But give glad tidings to those who believe and work righteousness
that their portion is Gardens beneath which rivers flow. Every time
they are fed with fruits therefrom they say: "Why this is what we
were fed with before" for they are given things in similitude; and they
have therein companions (pure and holy); and they abide therein
(for ever).

W a1 148 G 585 clis ] sl | ole 5 sl Gl s
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3. Al-Imran

15. Say: shall I give you glad tidings of things far better than those?
For the righteous are Gardens in nearness to their Lord with rivers
flowing beneath; Therein is their eternal home; with spouses purified
and the good pleasure of Allah, for in Allah's sight are (all) His
servants.

Jﬂw 2
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133. Be quick in the race for forgiveness from your Lord and for a
garden whose width is that (of the whole) of the heavens and of the
earth prepared for the righteous.

Cpiiall Edel Y1 5 Gl 3alll el he 4525 2805 (e 308 ) )56 s
(133)
4. An-Nisa’a

57. But those who believe and do deeds of righteousness We shall
soon admit to gardens with rivers flowing beneath their eternal
home: therein shall they have companions pure and holy: We shall
admit them to shades cool and ever deepening.

u.aﬂ\; JLG—‘Y‘LG—‘A-‘U“LS,)N a_ﬂ_x; ?@J;m uub.a]\ \}La.cj \}.\A\ u.x.ﬂ\j
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7. Al-A'raf

43. And We shall remove from their hearts any lurking sense of
injury; beneath them will be rivers flowing; and they shall say: "Praise
be to Allah Who hath guided us to this (felicity): never could we have
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found guidance had it not been for the guidance of Allah: indeed it
was the truth that the apostles of our Lord brought unto us." And
they shall hear the cry: "Behold! The garden before you! Ye have been
made its inheritors for your deeds (of righteousness).

G A a1 lE s G At e g A5 Je Ge pasia 3 L e
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44. The companions of the garden will call out to the companions of
the fire: "We have indeed found the promises of our Lord to us true:
have you also found your Lord's promises true?" They shall say "yes";
but a crier shall proclaim between them: "the curse of Allah is on the
wrong- doers.

L iy Jgb e W) e 5 e Uday 3 ) A Clazal 45l Glazal 5335
(44) Gl e 0 &0 41 2 (35a 008 aan 106 6 &5 e g
9. At-Tawbah

72. Allah has promised to believers, men and women, gardens under
which rivers flow to dwell therein and beautiful mansions in gardens
of everlasting bliss. But the greatest bliss in the Good Pleasure of
Allah: that is the supreme felicity.

(RGaas e Gl ) G325 (e ()30 cilia il bl 5 el ) 225
(72) adsadl 5580 58 S 580 A0 (e (385 o2 clia 4k
13. Ar-Ra'd

23. Gardens of perpetual bliss: they shall enter there as well as the
righteous among their fathers their spouses and their offspring: and
angels shall enter unto them from every gate (with the salutation)

OS5 AR5 435555 263315 2l B Al Bag iSRS e s
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35. The parable of the Garden which the righteous are promised!

Beneath if flow rivers: perpetual is the enjoyment thereof and the

shade therein: such is the End of the Righteous; and the End of
Unbelievers is the Fire.

e Al gl 205 R Y1 123 e (g 35 &) G ) s (e
(35) Ul fp 4K se 5 )58l Gl
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Surah:

R/
L X4

Surah:

14. Ibrahim

23. But those who believe and work righteousness will be admitted to
Gardens beneath which rivers flow to dwell therein for aye with the
leave of their Lord: their greeting therein will be: "Peace!"

Lt Ol 1Y) 525 B g 535 s il )l 51550 Gl 0335
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15. Al-Hijr
45. The righteous (will be) amid Gardens and fountains (of clear-
flowing water).
46. Their greeting will be): "Enter ye here in Peace and Security.
47. And We shall remove from their hearts any lurking sense of
injury: (they will be) brothers (joyfully) facing each other on thrones
(of dignity).
There no sense of fatigue shall touch them nor shall they (ever) be
asked to leave.
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:16. An-Nahl

31. Gardens of Eternity which they will enter: beneath them flow
(pleasant) rivers: they will have therein all that they wish: thus doth
Allah reward the righteous

B (5 330 AN (55U e g agd eI GEsS (e (5 AT @R ke &lis
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:18. Al-Kahf

31. For them will be Gardens of Eternity; beneath them rivers will
flow; they will be adorned therein with bracelets of gold and they will
wear green garments of fine silk and heavy brocade; they will recline
therein on raised thrones. How good the recompense! How beautiful
a couch to recline on!

3 e s Ge e G3lad ) 23S Ge 535 e ul—*ée@-h—mj‘
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22. Al-Hajj

14. Verily Allah will admit those who believe and work righteous
deeds to Gardens beneath which rivers flow: for Allah carries out all
that He plans.

80 5 S0 555 o 525 s bl e 50 53 s 0 g
(14) 24 W Jaid

23. Allah will admit those who believe and work righteous deeds to
Gardens beneath which rivers flow: they shall be adorned therein

with bracelets of gold and pearls; and their garments there will be of
silk.

G3ad e 8 (a5 A5 cilia clalial slee 5 1551 Gl 03 i )
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25. Al-Furqaan

15. Say: "Is that best or the eternal Garden promised to the righteous?
For them that is a reward as well as a goal (of attainment).

16. For them there will be therein all that they wish for: they will
dwell (there) for aye: a promise to be prayed for from thy Lord."

(15) 13w 3135 a4 0l & a1 3o 5 ) A0 4 21 58 a0

(16) Y5tz 138 3 805 e (& Gaalld & 520 L Led 23

Surah 35. Fatir

32. Then We have given the Book for inheritance to such of our
servants as We have chosen: But there are among them some who
wrong their own souls; some who follow a middle course; and some
who are, by Allah's leave, foremost in good deeds; That is the highest
grace.

33. Gardens of Eternity will they enter: therein will they be adorned
with bracelets of Gold and pearls; And their garments there will be of
silk.

34. And they will say, "Praise to Allah, who has removed from us [all]
sorrow. Indeed, our Lord is Forgiving and Appreciative

35. He who has settled us in the home of duration out of His bounty.
There touches us not in it any fatigue, and there touches us not in it

weariness [of mind]
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Surah: 37. As-Saffat

% 4o0. But the sincere (and devoted) servants of Allah.

% 41. For them is a Sustenance Determined

% 42. Fruits (Delights) and they (shall enjoy) honour and dignity.

% 43. In Gardens of Felicity.

% 44. Facing each other on Thrones (of dignity).

% 45. Round will be passed to them a Cup from a clear-flowing
fountain.

% 46. Crystal-white of a taste delicious to those who drink (thereof).

% 47. Free from headiness; nor will they suffer intoxication therefrom.

% 48. And beside them will be chaste women; restraining their glances
with big eyes (of wonder and beauty).

% 49. As if they were (delicate) eggs closely guarded.

% 50. Then they will turn to one another and question one another.

53

A

51. One of them will start the talk and say: "I had an intimate

companion (on the earth).

% 52. Who used to say 'What! Art thou amongst those who bear
witness to the truth (of the Message)?

% 53. When we die and become dust and bones shall we indeed receive

rewards and punishments?

X/
Xe

L)

54. (A voice) said: "Would ye like to look down?
55. He looked down and PBUH him in the midst of the Fire.
56. He said: "By Allah! thou wast little short of bringing me to

X/
Xe

L)

53

A

perdition!

X/
L X4

57. Had it not been for the Grace of my Lord I should certainly have
been among those brought (there)!

58. Is it (the case) that we shall not die.

59. Except our first death and that we shall not be punished?"

7/
X

L)

X/ 7/
L X X4

60. Verily this is the supreme achievement!
61. For the like of this let all strive who wish to strive. (As-Saffat

37:40-61)
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Surah: 38. Saad

49. This is a reminder. And verily, For the righteous, is a beautiful
place of (final) return,

50. Gardens of eternity, whose doors will (ever) be open to them;

51. Therein will they recline (at ease); therein can they call (at
pleasure) for fruit in abundance, and (delicious) drink;

52. And beside them will be Chaste women restraining their glances,
(companions) of equal age.

53. Such is the Promise made to you for the Day of Account!

54. Truly such will be our Bounty (to you); It will never fail
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Surah: 39. Az-Zumar

71. The Unbelievers will be led to Hell in crowds; until when they
arrive there its gates will be opened and its Keepers will say "Did not
apostles come to you from among yourselves rehearsing to you the
Signs of your Lord and warning you of the meeting of this Day of
yours?" The answer will be: "True: but the Decree of Punishment has
been proved true against the Unbelievers!"

72. (To them) will be said: "Enter ye the gates of Hell to dwell
therein: and evil is (this) abode of the arrogant!"

73. And those who feared their Lord will be led to the Garden in
crowds: until behold they arrive there; its gates will be opened: and
its Keepers will say: "Peace be upon you! Well have ye done! Enter ye
here to dwell therein."

74. They will say: "Praise be to Allah Who has truly fulfilled His
promise to us and has given us (this) land in heritage: we can dwell
in the Garden as we will: how excellent a reward for those who work
(righteousness)!"

75. And thou wilt see the angels surrounding the Throne (Divine) on
all sides saying Glory and Praise to their Lord. The Decision between
them (at Judgment) will be in (perfect) justice. And the cry (on all
sides) will be "Praise be to Allah the Lord of the Worlds!"
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41. Fussilat

30. In the case of those who say "Our Lord is Allah" and further stand
straight and steadfast the angels descend on them (from time to
time): "Fear ye not!" (they suggest) "nor grieve! But receive the Glad
Tidings of the Garden (of Bliss) the which ye were promised!

31. We are your protectors in this life and in the Hereafter: therein
shall ye have all that your souls shall desire; therein shall ye have all
that ye ask for!
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: 43. Az-Zukhruf

68 -73. My devotees! no fear shall be on you that Day nor shall ye
grieve.

69. (Being) those who have believed in Our Signs and bowed (their
wills to Ours) in Islam.

70. Enter ye the Garden ye and your wives in (beauty and) rejoicing.
71. To them will be passed round dishes and goblets of gold: there
will be there all that the souls could desire all that the eyes could
delight in: and ye shall abide therein (for aye).

72. Such will be the Garden of which ye are made heirs for your
(good) deeds (in life).

73. Ye shall have therein abundance of fruit from which ye shall have
satisfaction.

(68) 155535 &1 V3 a5l f&ile casd ¥ sle
(69) Cpalied 15185 L 1 shal 53
(70) &snad ;,’s;\jjij e.u\ FEER AR

£l 5 e A5 () 4t L Ly 5815 (kD s Calamy 2l Call
(71) VA Led

(72) Ostass 28 Wy G ,a ) ) ) s als
(73) &80 ke § 0K 3480 g &
44. Ad-Dukhaan

23



CODE 5: PARADISE (JANNAH)

Surah:

51. As to the Righteous (they will be) in a position of Security.

52. Among Gardens and Springs;

53. Dressed in fine silk and in rich brocade they will face each other;
54. So; and We shall Join them to Companions with beautiful big and
lustrous eyes.

55. There can they call for every kind of fruit in peace and security;
56. Nor will they there taste Death except the first Death; and He will
preserve them from the Penalty of the Blazing Fire;

57. As a Bounty from thy Lord! That will be the supreme
achievement!
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: 47. Mohammed

15. (Here is) a Parable of the Garden which the righteous are
promised: in it are rivers of water incorruptible: rivers of milk of
which the taste never changes; rivers of wine a joy to those who
drink; and rivers of honey pure and clear. In it there are for them all
kinds of fruits and Grace from their Lord. (Can those in such Bliss)
be compared to such as shall dwell for ever in the Fire and be given
to drink boiling water so that it cuts up their bowels (to pieces)?
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55. Ar-Rahman

46. But for such as fear the time when they will stand before (the
Judgment Seat of) their Lord there will be two Gardens.

47. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny?
48Containing all kinds (of trees and delights).

49. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny?
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50. In them (each) will be two Springs flowing (free);

51. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny?

52. In them will be Fruits of every kind two and two.

53. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny?

54. They will recline on Carpets whose inner linings will be of rich
brocade: the Fruit of the Gardens will be Near (and easy of reach).
55. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny?

56. In them will be (Maidens) Chaste restraining their glances whom
no man or Jinn before them has touched

57. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny?

58. Like unto rubies and coral.

59. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny?

60. Is there any Reward for Good other than Good?

61. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny?

62. And besides these two there are two other Gardens

63. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny?

64. Dark green in colour (from plentiful watering).

65. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny?

66. In them (each) will be two springs pouring forth water in
continuous abundance:

67. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny?

68. In them will be Fruits and dates and pomegranates:

69. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny?

70. In them will be fair (companions) good beautiful

71. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny?

72. Companions restrained (as to their glances) in (goodly) pavilions
73. Then which of the favour of your Lord will ye deny?

74. Whom no man or Jinn before them has touched

75. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny?

76. Reclining on green Cushions and rich Carpets of beauty.

77. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny?
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: 56. Al-Waagqi'ah

10. And those Foremost (in Faith) will be Foremost (in the
Hereafter).

11. These will be those Nearest to Allah:

12. In Gardens of Bliss:

13. A number of people from those of old

14. And a few from those of later times.

15. (They will be) on Thrones encrusted (with gold and precious
stones).

16. Reclining on them facing each other.

17. Round about them will (serve) youths of perpetual (freshness).

18. With goblets (shining) beakers and cups (filled) out of clear-
flowing fountains:

19. No after-ache will they receive therefrom nor will they suffer
intoxication:

20. And with fruits any that they may select;

21. And the flesh of fowls any that they may desire.

22. And (there will be) Companions with beautiful big and lustrous
eyes- -

23. Like unto Pearls well-guarded.

24. A Reward for the Deeds of their past (Life).

25. No frivolity will they hear therein nor any taint of ill

26. Only the saying "Peace! Peace."

27. The Companions of the Right Hand what will be the Companions
of the Right Hand?

28. (They will be) among lote trees without thorns

29. Among Talh trees with flowers (or fruits) piled one above another
30. In shade long-extended

31. By water flowing constantly

32. And fruit in abundance

33. Whose season is not limited nor (supply) forbidden

34. And on Thrones (of Dignity) raised high.

35. We have created (their Companions) of special creation.

36. And made them virgin-pure (and undefiled)

37. Beloved (by nature) equal in age

38. For the companions of the Right Hand.
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39. A (goodly) number from those of old
40. And a (goodly) number from those of later times.
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69. Al-Haaqqah

19. Then He that will be given his Record in his right hand will say:
"Ah here! read ye my Record!

20. "I did really understand that my Account would (one Day) reach
me!"

21. And he will be in a life of Bliss

22. In a Garden on high

23. The Fruits whereof (will hang in bunches) low and near.

24. "Eat ye and drink ye with full satisfaction; because of the (good)
that ye sent before you in the days that are gone!"
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76. Al-Insaan

5. As to the Righteous they shall drink of a Cup (of Wine) mixed with
Kafur

6. A Fountain where the Devotees of Allah do drink making it flow in
unstinted abundance.

7. They perform (their) vows and they fear a Day whose evil flies far
and wide.

8. And they feed for the love of Allah the indigent the orphan and the
captive

9. (Saying) "We feed you for the sake of Allah alone: No reward do
we desire from you nor thanks.
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10. "We only fear a Day of distressful Wrath from the side of our
Lord."

11. But Allah will deliver them from the evil of that Day and will shed
over them a light of Beauty and

a (blissful) Joy

12. And because they were patient and constant He will reward them
with a Garden and (garments of) silk.

13. Reclining in the (Garden) on raised thrones they will see there
neither the sun's (excessive heat) nor (the moon's) excessive cold.

14. And the shades of the (Garden) will come low over them and the
bunches (of fruit) there will hang low in humility.

15. And amongst them will be passed round vessels of silver and
goblets of crystal

16. Crystal-clear made of silver: they will determine the measure
thereof (according to their wishes).

17. And they will be given to drink there of a Cup (of Wine) mixed
with Zanjabil

18. A fountain there called Salsabil.

19. And round about them will (serve) youths of perpetual
(freshness): if thou seest them thou wouldst think them scattered
Pearls.

20. And when thou lookest it is there thou wilt see a Bliss and a
Realm Magnificent.

21. Upon them will be green Garments of fine silk and heavy brocade
and they will be adorned with Bracelets of silver; and their Lord will
give to them to drink of a Wine Pure and Holy.

22. "Verily this is a Reward for you and your Endeavour is accepted
and recognized."
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77. Al-Mursalaat

41. As to the righteous, they shall be amidst (cool) shades and springs
(of water)

42. And (they shall have) fruits, -all they desire.

43. "Eat ye and drink ye to your heart's content: For that ye worked
(righteousness).

44. Thus do We certainly reward the doers of good.
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78. An-Naba'

31. Verily for the righteous there will be a fulfilment of (the Heart's)
desires;

32. Gardens enclosed and Grape-vines;

33. Companions of Equal Age;

34. And a Cup full (to the Brim).

35. No Vanity shall they hear therein nor Untruth

36. Recompense from thy Lord a Gift (amply) sufficient
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83. Al-Mutafiffeen

18. Nay verily the Record of the Righteous is (preserved) in ‘Illiyin.

19. And what will explain to thee what "Illiyin is?

20. (There is) a Register (fully) inscribed.

21. To which bear witness those Nearest (to Allah).

22. Truly the Righteous will be in Bliss:

23. On Thrones (of Dignity) will they command a sight (of all things):
24. Thou wilt recognize in their Faces the beaming brightness of
Bliss.

25. Their thirst will be slaked with Pure Wine sealed:

26. The seal thereof will be Musk: and for this let those aspire who
have aspirations:

27. With it will be (given) a mixture of Tasnim:

28. A spring from (the waters) whereof drink those Nearest to Allah.
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88. Al-Ghaashiyah

8. (Other) faces that Day will be joyful.

9. Pleased with their Striving

10. In a Garden on high

11. Where they shall hear no (word) of vanity:

12. Therein will be a bubbling spring:

13. Therein will be Thrones (of dignity) raised on high.
14. Goblets placed (ready).

15. And Cushions set in rows

16. And rich carpets (All) spread out.
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2.3 Description of Paradise in the Hadith

/7
A X4

Narrated Abu Sa‘'id Al-Khudri: The Prophet (PBUH) said, "The
people of Paradise will look at the dwellers of the lofty mansions (i.e.
a superior place in Paradise) in the same way as one looks at a
brilliant star far away in the East or in the West on the horizon: all
that is because of their superiority over one another (in rewards)."
On that the people said, "O Allah's Messenger! Are these lofty
mansions for the prophets which nobody else can reach? The
Prophet (PBUH) replied,” No! "By Allah in whose Hands my life is,
these are for the men who believed in Allah and also believed in the
Apostles." [Bukhari]
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Abu Musa (May Allah be pleased with him) said: The Prophet
(PBUH) said, "In Jannah the believer will have a tent made of a single
hollowed pearl of which the length will be sixty miles in the sky. The
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believer will have his wives with him and he will visit them and they
will not be able to see one another." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim].
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Abu Hurairah narrated that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said:

"There is not a tree in Paradise except that its tree is of gold."
[Jami’At-Tirmithi / Hasanun Gharib]
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Anas (May Allah be pleased with him) said: The Messenger of Allah
(PBUH) said, "In Jannah there is a market to which the people will
come every Friday. The northern wind will blow and shower
fragrance on their faces and clothes and, consequently, it will
enhance their beauty and loveliness. They will then return to their
wives who will also have increased in their beauty and loveliness, and
their families will say to them: 'We swear by Allah that you have
been increased in beauty and loveliness since leaving us.' Thereupon,
they will reply: 'We swear by Allah that you have also been increased
in beauty and loveliness since we left you." [Muslim].
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Narrated Jabir bin 'Abdullah: Allah's Messenger (PBUH) said: (I saw
in a dream that) I entered Paradise, and behold, there was a palace
built of gold! I asked, 'For whom is this palace? They (the angels)
replied, 'For a man from the Quraish.' " The Prophet added, "O Ibn
Al-Khattab! Nothing stopped me from entering it except your Ghira."
"Umar said, "How dare I think of my Ghira being offended by you, O
Allah's Messenger?" [Sahih al-Bukhari]
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% Narrated Anas ibn Malik: When the Prophet of Allah (PBUH) was
lifted to the heavens (for travelling) in Paradise, or as he said, a river
whose banks were of transparent or hollowed pearls was presented
to him. The angel who was with him struck it with his hand and took
out musk. Mohammad (PBUH) then asked the angel who was with
him: What is this? He replied: It is al-Kawthar which Allah has given
you." [Sunan Abi Dawud / Sahih (Al-Albani)]
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2.4 Ibn-Ul-Qayyim: description of the bounties (na’eem) in Paradise
Paradise is the tremendous reward which Allah (SWT) has prepared for His beloved
(awliya’a) and those who obey Him. It is the place of complete joy and pleasure, where
nothing is lacking and nothing can disturb its purity. What Allah (SWT) and His
Messenger have told us about it makes our heads spin because our minds are not able
to comprehend the greatness of such blessings?

Ponder to the words of Allah (SWT) in this Qudsi hadith:

% " Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) said:The Messenger
of Allah (PBUH) said, "Allah, the Exalted, has said: 'I have prepared

for my righteous slaves what no eye has seen, no ear has heard, and
the mind of no man has conceived.' If you wish, recite: 'No person
knows what is kept hidden for them of joy as a reward for what they
used to do." (As-Sajdah 32:17) [Al-Bukhari and Muslim].
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The joys of Paradise are far greater than the pleasures of this world:

% "Narrated Sahl bin Sa'd Al-Saidi: Allah's Messenger (PBUH) said, "A
place in Paradise equal to the size of a lash is better than the whole
world and whatever is in it."( Bukhari)
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Admittance to Paradise and salvation from the Fire are according to Allah's will and

judgement. It is, therefore; a great victory and tremendous success for those who enter
Jannah. As Allah (SWT) says in the Quran:
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"Only he who is saved far from the Fire and admitted to the Garden,
will have indeed attained the object of life [or: been successful]" (Al-
Imran 3:185)

(185) ... 38 8 Lal) 0335 J0 e #1305 0@,

"Allah has promised to believers - men and women - Gardens under
which rivers flow, to dwell therein [forever], and beautiful mansions
in Gardens of everlasting bliss. But the greatest bliss is the Good
Pleasure of Allah. That is the supreme felicity [or success]". (At-
Tawbah 9:72)
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"...and those who obey Allah and His Messenger will be admitted to

Gardens with rivers flowing underneath, to abide therein [forever]
and that will be the supreme achievement". (An-Nisa 4:13)
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Ibn-Al-Qayyim said the following, in regards to the description of the Paradise and
the delights that it contains:

/7
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“And if you ask about its ground and its soil, then it is of musk and
saffron.

And if you ask about its roof, then it is the Throne of the Most
Merciful.

And if you ask about its rocks, then they are pearls and jewels.

And if you ask about its buildings, then they are made of bricks of
gold and silver.

And if you ask about its trees, then it does not contain a single tree
except that its trunk is made of gold and silver.
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And if you ask about its fruits, then they are softer than butter and
sweeter than honey.

And if you ask about its leaves, then they are softer than the softest
cloth.

And if you ask about its rivers, then there are rivers of milk who'’s
taste does not change, and rivers of wine that is delicious to those
who drink it, and rivers of honey that is pure, and rivers of water that
is fresh.

And if you ask about their food, then it is fruits from whatever they
will choose, and the meat of whatever birds they desire.

And if you ask about their drink, then it is Tasneem, ginger, and
Kaafoor.

And if you ask about their drinking cups, then they are crystal-clear
and made of gold and silver.

And if you ask about its shade, then a fast rider would ride in the
shade of one of its trees for a hundred years and not escape it.

And if you ask about its vastness, then the lowest of its people would
have within his kingdom and walls and palaces and gardens the
distance that would be travelled in a thousand years.

And if you ask about its tents and encampments, then one tent is like
a concealed pearl that is sixty miles long.

And if you ask about its towers, then they are rooms above rooms in
buildings that have rivers running underneath them.

And if you ask about how far it reaches into the sky, then look at the
shining star that is visible, as well as those that are far in the heavens
that the eyesight cannot possibly reach.

And if you ask about the clothing of its inhabitants, then they are of
silk and gold.

And if you ask about its beds, then its blankets are of the finest silk
laid out in the highest of its levels.

And if you ask about the faces of its inhabitants and their beauty,
then they are like the image of the Moon.

And if you ask about their age, then they are young ones of 33 years
in the image of Adam, the father of humanity.

And if you ask about what they will be hearing, then it is the singing
of their wives from among the Hoor al-’Ayn, and better than that are
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the voices of the Angels and the Prophets, and better than that is the
Speech of the Lord of the Worlds.

And if you ask about their servants, then they are young boys of
everlasting youth who resemble scattered pearls.

And if you ask about their brides and wives, then they are young and
full-breasted and have had the liquid of youth flow through their
limbs; the Sun runs along the beauty of her face if she shows it, light
shines from between her teeth if she smiles; if you meet her love,
then say whatever you want regarding the joining of two lights; he
sees his face in the roundness of her cheek as if he is looking into a
polished mirror, and he sees the brightness from behind her muscles
and bones; if she were to be unleashed upon the World, she would
fill what is between the Heavens and the Earth with a beautiful wind,
and the mouths of the creation would glorify, praise, and exclaim
greatness, and everything between the East and the West would be
adorned for her, and every eye would be shut from everything but
her, and the light of the Sun would be outshone just as the light of
the Sun outshines the light of the stars, and everyone on the face of
the Earth would believe in the Ever-Living, the One who Sustains
and Protects all the exists.

And the covering on her head is better than the World and all that is
in it, and she does not increase with age except in beauty: free from
an umbilical cord, childbirth and menses, and pure of mucous,
saliva, urine and other filthy things; her youth never fades, her
clothing is never worn out, no garment can be created that matches
her beauty, and no one who is with her can ever become bored; her
attention is restricted to her husband, so she desires none but him,
just as his attention is restricted to her so she is the sole object of his
desire, and he is with her in utmost safety and security, as none has
touched her before of either humans or Jinn.

And if you ask about the Day of Increase (in reward) and the visit of
the all-Mighty, all-Wise, and the sight of His Face - free from any
resemblance or likeness to anything - as you see the Sun in the
middle of the day and the full Moon on a cloudless night, then listen
on the day that the caller will call: ‘O People of Paradise! Your Lord -
Blessed and Exalted - requests you to visit Him, so come to visit
Him! So they will say: “‘We hear and obey!

Until, when they finally reach the wide valley where they will all
meet — and none of them will turn down the request of the caller -
the Lord - Blessed and Exalted - will order His Chair to be brought
there. Then, pulpits of light will emerge, as well as pulpits of pearls,
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gemstone, gold, and silver. The lowest of them in rank will sit on
sheets of musk, and will not see what those who are on the chairs
above them are given. When they are comfortable where they are
sitting and are secure in their places, and the caller calls: ‘O People of
Paradise! You have an appointment with Allah in which He wishes to
reward you! So they will say: ‘And what is that reward? Has He not
already made our faces bright, made our scales heavy, entered us into
Paradise, and pushed us away from the Fire?’

And when they are like that, all of a sudden a light shines that
encompasses all of Paradise. So, they raise their heads, and, behold:
the Compeller - Exalted is He, and Holy are His Names - has come
to them from above them and majestified them and said: ‘O People
of Paradise! Peace be upon you! So, this greeting will not be
responded to with anything better than: ‘O Allah! You are Peace, and
from You is Peace! Blessed are You, O possessor of Majesty and
Honour!” So the Lord - Blessed and Exalted - will laugh to them and
say: ‘O People of Paradise! Where are those who used to obey Me
without having ever seen Me? This is the Day of Increase!

So, they will all give the same response: ‘We are pleased, so be
pleased with us!” So, He will say: ‘O People of Paradise! If [ were not
pleased with you, I would not have made you inhabitants of My
Paradise! So, ask of Me! So, they will all give the same response:
‘Show us your Face so that we may look at it!" So, the Lord - Mighty
and Majestic - will remove his covering and will majestify them and
will cover them with His Light, which, if Allah - the Exalted - had
not Willed not to burn them, would have burned them.

And there will not remain a single person in this gathering except
that his Lord - the Exalted - will speak to him and say: ‘Do you
remember the day that you did this and that? and He will remind
him of some of his bad deeds in the Worldy life, so he will say: ‘O
Lord! Will you not forgive me? So, He will say: ‘Of course! You have
not reached this position of yours (in Paradise) except by my
forgiveness.’

So, how sweet is this speech to the ears, and how cooled are the
righteous eyes by the glance at His Noble Face in the Afterlife...

{Some faces that Day will be shining and radiant, looking at their
Lord...} (al-Qiyaamah: 22-3)

[from the amazing and beautiful book Haadi al-Arwaah ilaa Bilaad il-
Afraah by Ibn-Al-Qayyim, pg. 193]
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2.5 Names of Paradise in the Quran
Jannah has many names mentioned in the Quran:

Al-Husna (the best reward):

% {For them who have done good is Al-Husna (the best reward)} [Yunus
10:26]

(26) ... 33353 Liall 1 Sl Gl
Daar As-Salaam (the Home of Peace):

% {For them will be Daar As-Salaam (the Home of Peace) with their
Lord. And He will be their Protecting Friend because of what they
used to do.} [Al-Ana’am 6:127]
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Jannaat ‘Adn (Gardens of Perpetual Residence):

% {Allah has promised the believing men and believing women
gardens beneath which rivers flow, wherein they abide eternally, and
pleasant dwellings in Jannaat ‘Adn (Gardens of Perpetual
Residence.)} [At-Tawbah 9:72]
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Jannaat An-Na‘eem (the Gardens of Pleasure):

% {Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous deeds - their
Lord will guide them because of their faith. Beneath them rivers will
flow in Jannaat An-Na‘eem (the Gardens of Pleasure.)} [Yunus 10:9]
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Daar Al-Muttageen (the Home of the Righteous):

% {And how excellent is Daar Al-Muttageen (the Home of the
Righteous.}[An-Nahl 16:30]

(30) il Hl3 axaly
Jannaat Al-Firdaws (Gardens of Paradise):

% {Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous deeds - they
will have Jannaat Al-Firdaws (Gardens of Paradise) as a lodging.} [Al-
Kahf18:107]
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Jannat Al-Khuld (Garden of Eternity:

% {Say, "Is that better or Jannat Al-Khuld (the Garden of Eternity)
which is promised to the righteous? It will be for them a reward and
destination.} [Al-Furgan 25:15]
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Al-Ghurfah (the Chamber):

% {Those will be awarded Al-Ghurfah (the Chamber) for what they
patiently endured, and they will be received therein with greetings
and [words of] peace.} [Al-Furgan 25:75]
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Daar Al-Mugaamah (the Home of Duration):

% {He who has settled us in Daar Al-Mugaamah (the Home of
Duration) out of His bounty. There touches us not in it any fatigue,
and there touches us not in it weariness [of mind]."} [Fatir 35:35]
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Daar Al-Qaraar (the Home of permanent Settlement):
% {O my people, this worldly life is only [temporary] enjoyment, and

indeed, the Hereafter - that is Daar Al-Qaraar (the Home of
[permanent] Settlement).} [Ghafir 40:39]

@
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Dar al-Akhirah (the Home in the Hereafter):
% And this worldly life is not but diversion and amusement. And

indeed, the home of the Hereafter - that is the [eternal] life, if only
they knew. (Al-‘Ankabut 29:64)
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Al-Jannah: This is the most commonly used term in the Qur'an and Hadith.

% And give good tidings to those who believe and do righteous deeds
that they will have gardens [in Paradise] beneath which rivers flow.
Whenever they are provided with a provision of fruit therefrom, they
will say, "This is what we were provided with before." And it is given
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to them in likeness. And they will have therein purified spouses, and
they will abide therein eternally. (al-Bagarah 2: 25)
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% Say, "Shall I inform you of [something] better than that? For those
who fear Allah will be gardens in the presence of their Lord beneath
which rivers flow, wherein they abide eternally, and purified spouses
and approval from Allah. And Allah is Seeing of [His] servants - (Al
‘Imran 3: 15)
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Maq‘ad al-Sidq (Assembly of Truth):

% In a seat of honour near a Sovereign, Perfect in Ability. (Al-Qamar
54:55)

(55) fits dle S 3ha waaa
Jannatu-l- Ma’awaa (Garden of Refuge):

% And he certainly saw him in another descent, At the Lote Tree of the
Utmost Boundary, Near it is the Garden of Refuge (An-Najm 53: 13-

15)
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*It is worth-mentioning that paradise is mentioned 139 times in the Quran in both

singular and plural forms.

2.6 Levels of Paradise

Allah (SWT) created various jannah levels due to the different levels that people
achieved in the world. According to the Tafsir and the scholars’ of hadith, jannah has

one hundred levels.

% “It was narrated that Abu Ad-Ad-Darda’a’ said: "The Messenger of
Allah (PBUH) said: "Whoever established Salah, pays Zakah, and dies
not associating anything with Allah, he has a right from Allah the
Mighty and Sublime, that He will forgive him, whether he emigrated,
or died in his birthplace." We said: 'O Messenger of Allah! Shall we
not tell the people about it so that they may rejoice?" He said: 'In
Paradise there are one hundred levels, (the distance) between each
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two of which is like (the distance) between the Heaven and the
Earth; Allah has prepared them for the Mujahidin who strive in His
cause. Were it not that it would be too difficult for the believers and I
cannot find mounts for them - and they do not like to stay behind if |
go out (on a campaign) - [ would not have stayed behind from any
expedition. I wish that I could be killed then brought back to life,
then killed again." (An-Nasai / Hasan)
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However, the narrations about the number of the levels in Jannah differ:

Ibn Abbas’s point of view is that “Jannah has seven levels”

% In a narration from Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him), it is

stated that jannah has seven levels which are “Firdaws, Jannat al-
Adn, Jannat An-Na’'im, Dar-ul Khlud, Jannat-ul Mawa, Dar-us Salam
and Illiyyun. In each of the levels, there are degrees and grades which
Mumins will have in return for their good deeds and righteousness.
(Baydawi)

There are no other narrations about Jannah being seven levels except this above
mentioned Hadith.

According to many scholars, there are one hundred levels in Jannah:

K/
L X4

“Ubadah bin As-Samit narrated that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH)
said: “In Paradise, there are a hundred levels, what is between every
two levels is like what is between the heavens and the earth. Al-
Firdaus is the highest level, and from it the four rivers of Paradise are
made to flow forth. So when you ask Allah, ask Him for Al-Firdaus."
(Jami'Thirmidhi / Sahih)
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Some scholars indicated that the expression of “100 levels” refers to the “grades” that
exist in each level of paradise.

Some scholars stated that expression of “100 levels” refers to the plurality. Jannah is
not one level. It is 100 levels and the distance of each level is further than the other.
The dwellers will dwell in the level appropriate to their deeds.

2.7 The gates of Paradise

Paradise has eight gates. One of its gates is called Ar-Rayyan, through which only the
observers of the fast would enter on the Day of Resurrection. The width of one door is
covered by a fast rider in three days. A day will come when people will be crowded

before that gate.
The eight doors of Jannah are as follows:

1)  Baabu-s- Salaah: Those who are punctual in observing their Salaah will be
granted entry through this door.

2) Baabul Jihad: Those who participate in Jihad will be granted entry through
this door.

3) Baabu-s- Sadagah: Those who frequently give Sadagah will be admitted into
Jannah through this door.

4) Baabur Rayyaan: The people who constantly observe the fast will be granted
entry through this door.

5)  Baabul Hajj: Those who observe the pilgrimage will be admitted through this
door.

6) Baabul Kaazimeenal Ghaiz Wal ‘Aafina ‘Anin Naas: This door is reserved for
those who suppress their anger and pardon others.

7)  Baabul Aiman: This door is reserved for the entry of such people who are
saved from reckoning and chastisement.

8) Baab-u-Thikr: Those who excessively remember Allah will be admitted
through this door.

The above mentioned gates have been proven from authentic hadiths. It is beyond our
comprehension to understand the nature of these gates, and the manner in which one
will enter through them. Ibn Hajar has recorded the possibility that these doors are

found inside paradise after entering the main gate.

2.8 The soil of Paradise

A number of hadiths have been selected to describe the soil of Paradise:

41



CODE 5: PARADISE (JANNAH)

R/
L X4

“It was narrated from Ibn ‘Umar that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH)
said: “Kawthar is a river in Paradise whose banks are of gold and its
bed is of rubies and pearls. Its soil is more fragrant than musk, its
water is sweeter than honey and whiter than snow.” [Sahih Al-Jami -

Albani / Hasan]
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Ibn Mas'ud (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: Messenger of
Allah (PBUH) said, "I met Ibrahim (PBUH) on the Night of
Ascension (Al-Asra), and he said to me: 'O Mohammad, convey my
greetings to your Ummabh, and tell them that Jannah has a vast plain
of pure soil and sweet water. It is a plain levelled land. The plants
grow there by uttering: Subhan-Allah, Al-hamdu lillah, La ilaha
illallah and Allahu Akbar (Allah is free from imperfection; praise be
to Allah; there is no true god except Allah; and Allah is Greatest)."
(At-Tirmithi / Hasan)
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Abu Hurairah narrated: “We said: 'O Messenger of Allah! What is
wrong with us that when we are with you our hearts are softened and
we feel free of desire for this world, and we are of the people of the
Hereafter. But when we depart from you and socialize with our
families and our children, we do not recognize ourselves (i.e., we are
changed persons)?' So the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: 'If you
were to be in that condition when you depart from me, the angels
would have surely visited you in your houses. And if you did not sin,
Allah would surely have brought anew creation that they may sin, so
that then He may forgive them. He said: "I said: 'O Messenger of
Allah! From what was the creation created?’ He said: 'From water.’
We said: 'Paradise, what is it constructed of?' He said, ‘Bricks of
silver and bricks of gold. Its mortar is musk of a strong
fragrance, and its pebbles are pearls and rubies, and its earth is
saffron. Whoever enters it shall live and shall not suffer, and
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shall feel joy and shall not die, nor shall their clothes wear out,
nor shall their youth come to an end." Then he said: Three
persons, their supplication is not rejected: The just ruler, the fasting
person when he breaks his fast, and the supplication of the wronged
person. It is raised up above the clouds, and the gates of Heaven are
opened up for it, and the Lord, Blessed and Exalted says: I shall
surely come to your aid, even if after a time." [Jami’At-Tirmithi /
Daif. However; this hadith is narrated by different sound asaneed
with exactly same wording but divided into two hadiths. Therefore,
this hadith is considered as sahih based on that].
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2.9 The rivers of Paradise

Paradise has four rivers: a river of water, a river of clarified honey (clear and pure), a
river of milk, and a river of wine, delicious to those who drink. It also has ‘Al-Kawthar’
- the river of the Prophet (PBUH): it is whiter than milk, sweeter than honey, it has
birds which necks are like those of camels.

Allah SWT, the Most High and Exalted, has told us that rivers flow from beneath
Paradise. He Says in the Quran:

% {And give good tidings to those who believe and do righteous deeds
that they will have gardens [in Paradise] beneath which rivers flow.}
[Al-Bagarah 2: 25]
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Allah SWT also says (what means):
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{Those will have gardens of perpetual residence; beneath them rivers
will flow.} [Al-Kahf18: 31]
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The Prophet (PBUH) has told us clearly about the rivers of Paradise which he was
shown during his Mi'raaj’ (miraculous Ascension to the heavens):
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“The Prophet (PBUH) added: I was raised to the Lote Tree and PBUH
four rivers, two of which were coming out and two going in. Those
which were coming out were the Nile and the Euphrates, and those
which were going in were two rivers in paradise. Then I was given
three bowls, one containing milk, and another containing honey, and
a third containing wine. I took the bowl containing milk and drank

it. It was said to me, "You and your followers will be on the right path
(of Islam)." [Bukhari]
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Abu Huraira reported Allah's Messenger (PBUH) as saying: Saihan,
Jaihan, Euphrates and Nile are all among the rivers of Paradise.”
[Muslim]
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Shaykh Al-Albaani (may Allah have mercy upon him) said:
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“Perhaps what is meant is that these rivers originated from Paradise
just as mankind did; this Hadith does not contradict the well-
established fact that these rivers spring forth from known sources on
earth. If this is not in fact the meaning of this Hadith, then it is one
of the matters of the Unseen (Al-Ghayb), which we must believe and
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accept because the Prophet (PBUH) has told us about it.” [Silsilat Al-
A Hadith As-Saheehah, 1/18]

Al-Qaari( may Allah have mercy upon him) said:

R/
0‘0

“These four rivers are considered to be among the rivers of Paradise,
because they are so sweet and digestive, so fresh and wholesome.
They contain blessings from Allah, and are honoured by the fact that
the Prophet (PBUH) came to them and drank from them.” (Mishkaat
Al-Masaabeeh 3/80)

A special river of Paradise is Al-Kawthar which Allah, the Almighty, has given to His
Messenger (PBUH):

R/
L X4

R/
A X4

{Indeed, We have granted you, [O Mohammad], Al-Kawthar.} [Al-
Kawthar 108: 1]
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Narrated Anas bin Malik: The Prophet (PBUH) said: "While I was
walking in Paradise (on the night of Mi'raj), I saw a river, on the two
banks of which there were tents made of hollow pearls. I asked,
"What is this, O Gabriel?” He said, “That is the Kauthar which your
Lord has given to you.” Behold! Its scent or its mud was sharp
smelling musk!" (The sub-narrator, Hudba is in doubt as to the
correct expression. [Al-Bukhari]
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On the other hand, Ibn Katheer (may Allah have mercy upon him) compiled a number
of hadiths in which the Prophet (PBUH) spoke about Al-Kawthar:

R/
A X4

“Anas b. Malik said: The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) dozed for a
short while and raised his smiling. He either said to them (people) or
they said to him: Messenger of Allah! Why did you laugh? He said: A
surah has been revealed to me just now, and then he recited: “In the
name of Allah, Most Gracious. Most Merciful. To thee We have
granted the fount (of abundance)” up to the end. When he recited,
he asked: Do you know what Al-Kawthar is? They replied: Allah and
his Apostle know best. He said: It is a river which my Lord, the
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Exalted, has promised me( to grant) in Paradise: there is abundance
of good and upon it there is a pond which my people will approach
on the Day of Resurrection. There are vessels as numerous as stars
(in the sky).” [Sunan Abi Dawud, Al-Albany (Hassan)]
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The following two hadiths also mention the rivers of Jannah:

7
A X4

“Narrated Anas ibn Malik: When the Prophet of Allah (PBUH) was
lifted to the heavens (for travelling) in Paradise, or as he said, a river
whose banks were of transparent or hollowed pearls was presented
to him. The angel who was with him struck it with his hand and took
out musk. Mohammad (PBUH) then asked the angel who was with
him: What is this? He replied: It is al-Kawthar which Allah has given
you.” [Sunan Abu Dawud / Al-Albani - Sahih]
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“Anas bin Malik narrated that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) was
asked: "What is Al-Kawthar?" He said: "That is a river that Allah has
given me"- that is, in Paradise- 'whiter than milk and sweeter than
honey. In it are birds whose necks are like the necks of camels."
'Umar said: "Indeed this is plump and luxurious then." So the

Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, "Those who consume it are more
plumb than it." [Jami’At-Tirmithi / Sahih].
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The rivers of Paradise do not contain just water. There are rivers of water, of milk, of
wine and of clear honey. Allah SWT, the Most High and Exalted, Says:

% {Is the description of Paradise, which the righteous are promised,
wherein are rivers of water unaltered, rivers of milk the taste of
which never changes, rivers of wine delicious to those who drink,
and rivers of purified honey, in which they will have from all [kinds
of] fruits and forgiveness from their Lord, like [that of] those who
abide eternally in the Fire and are given to drink scalding water that
will sever their intestines.} [Mohammad 47: 15]
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In the hadith, it is mentioned the following:

% Hakim bin Mu'awiyah narrated from his father, that the Prophet
(PBUH) said: "Indeed in Paradise there is a sea of water, and a sea of
honey, and a sea of milk, and a sea of wine, then the rivers shall split
off afterwards." [Jami’ At-Tirmithi / Hasan]
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The Prophet (PBUH) also told us of a river called Baariq, which flows by the gate of
Paradise. During the period of Barzakh (the time between death and the Day of
Resurrection), the martyrs will be beside this river. Ahmad, At-Tabaraani and Al-
Haakim, may Allah have mercy upon them, reported from Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be
pleased with him, that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said:

% “The martyrs are in a green dome on a river bank (Baariq), by the
gate of Paradise, from which provision comes to them morning and
evening.” [Sahih Al-Jami’: Al-Albani' / Hasan]
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Some verses which describe the rivers of Jannah are as follows:

+ The description of Paradise: ‘In it are rivers of water that are not Asin’. Ibn
Abbas, Al-Hasan, and Qatadah all said, "It does not change." Qatadah, Ad-
Dahhak, and "Ata’ Al-Khurasani all said, "It is not foul-smelling." The Arabs say
Asin if its (water) scent changes.

+ ‘Rivers of milk, the taste of which never changes’, means that the milk is of
utmost whiteness, sweetness, and richness. It has been mentioned in a hadith,
attributed to the Prophet, "Their milk did not come out of the udders of cattle."

+ ‘Rivers of wine delightful to those who drink it. Meaning the wine does not
have a bad taste or foul smell like that of the worldly life. Rather, it is good in
its appearance, taste, smell, and effect, as Allah says.

+ ‘It (the wine) has no bad effects, nor does it cause intoxication’ (Assaffat 37:47)
and,

+ ‘From which (the wine) they will have no headache, nor will they be
intoxicated.”(Al-Wagqji’ah 56:19)

+ ‘White, delicious to the drinkers’ (Assaffat 37:46) It has been mentioned in a
hadith attributed to the Prophet , "Their wine was not pressed under men's
feet."

+ ‘And rivers of refined honey’, which means that the honey is of utmost purity
and pleasant colour, taste, and smell. It has been mentioned in a hadith
attributed to the Prophet (PBUH), "Their honey did not come out of the bellies
of bees." Imam Ahmad recorded from Hakim bin Mu'awiyah who narrated
from his father that Allah's Messenger said: “Verily, there is in Paradise a lake of
milk, a lake of water, a lake of honey, and a lake of wine. The rivers then gush
out of them”. At-Tirmithi reported this narration in his section of the
Description of Paradise, and he said,” (Hasan Sahih). In the Sahibh, it is recorded
that Allah's Messenger (PBUH) said: “When you ask Allah, ask Him for Al-
Firdaws, because it is the central and highest part of the Paradise, and from it
gush the rivers of the Paradise and above it is the Throne of the Most Merciful.”

2.9.1 Euphrates and Nile rivers are from Paradise
% Abu Huraira reported Allah's Messenger (PBUH) as saying: Saihan,
Jaihan, Euphrates and Nile are all among the rivers of Paradise.
(Muslim)
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% The Prophet (PBUH) said: I was raised to the Lote Tree and PBUH
four rivers, two of which were coming out and two going in. Those
which were coming out were the Nile and the Euphrates, and those
which were going in were two rivers in paradise. Then [ was given
three bowls, one containing milk, and another containing honey, and
a third containing wine. I took the bowl containing milk and drank

it. It was said to me, "You and your followers will be on the right path
(of Islam)."(Bukhari)
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2.9.2 The springs of Paradise
In Paradise, there are many springs that provide drinks of different tastes:

o,

% "Truly al-Muttaqoon [the pious and righteous] will be amidst
Gardens and Water-springs" [Al-Hijr 15:45]
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o,

% "Verily al-Muttaqoon shall be amidst shades and springs." [Al-
Mursalat 77:41]
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Concerning the two Gardens which Allah (SWT) has prepared for those who fear their

Rabb, Allah (SWT) said:
% "In them [both] will be two springs flowing [free]." [Ar-Rahman 55:50]
(50) s gliie Lagd
And concerning the two Gardens beneath them, He said:

% "In them [both] will be two springs gushing forth water." [Ar-
Rahman 55:66]
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In Paradise, there are two springs from which, al-Mugarraboon will drink the pure and
undiluted, whilst the Abraar will drink their water mixed with something else.

The first is the spring of Kafoor, as Allah (SWT) says:

R/

% "Verily the Abraar [the pious, those who fear Allah and avoid evil],
shall drink a cup [of wine] mixed with water from a spring in
Paradise called Kafoor. A spring wherefrom the slaves of Allah will
drink, causing it to gush forth abundantly." [Al-Insan 76:5-6]
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The second spring is of Tasneem, as Allah (SWT) says:

/7

% "Verily al-Abraar will be in delight [Paradise], On thrones, looking [at
all things]. You will recognise in their faces the brightness of delight.
They will be given to drink pure sealed wine, the last thereof [that
wine] will be the smell of musk, and for this let [all] those who strive
who want to strive [i.e. hasten earnestly to the obedience of Allah]. It
[that wine] will be mixed with Tasneem, a spring whereof drink
those nearest to Allah." [Al-Mutaffifen 83:22-27]
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Another spring of Paradise is called ‘Salsabeel’. Allah (SWT) says:

o,

% "And they will be given to drink there a cup [of wine] mixed with
zanjabeel [ginger], a spring there, called Salsabeel". [Al-Insan 76:17-
18]
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This is probably the same spring as mentioned before, i.e. Kafoor.
2.10 The fragrance of Paradise

The fragrance of Jannah can be smelled from a great distance according to the
following two hadiths:

% “It was narrated from Al-Qasim bin Al-Mukhaimirah, from a man
among the Companions of the Prophet that the Prophet (PBUH)
said: Whoever killed a man from Ahlu-Thimmah shall not smell the
fragrance of Paradise though its fragrance can be smelt at a distance
of seventy years (of traveling.” (Sunan An-Nasa’i / Sahih)

50



CODE 5: PARADISE (JANNAH)

us: ‘J}"“-"“UL ‘wl_uq;dla )mﬂ\hahdbcu)\.\cuqajmh‘)n\

&\ém@ﬂ\u@a\wcd;‘)usw‘)wu;(uﬂﬂ\us cu\_uuu.ad)ut
AR J (e S5 U8 e " 08 aluy adle 4 (a1 Jsl) Of aluy e

[ Sl i) " e Gl 3hee (e S0 A (5 B8 ) 3

(e

% Narrated 'Abdullah bin 'Amr: The Prophet (PBUH) said, "Whoever

killed a Mu'ahid (a person who is granted the pledge of protection by

the Muslims) shall not smell the fragrance of Paradise though its

fragrance can be smelt at a distance of forty years (of traveling)".
(Bukhari)
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2.11 Day and night in Paradise

In Jannah, there is no darkness, there’s no shadow and no seasons. You start
wondering how long the day is - is there day and night? You find that it is constant
daylight. The only way you recognize if it is day or night is by a beam coming from the
Throne of Allah. Otherwise, it is all light in Jannah.

Al-Qurtubi says:

*

% “There is no night or day in Paradise, but it is continuous light.” Ibn
Taimiyah says, “There is no sun, moon, night or day, but you know
the morning from the afternoon from night from a beam of light that
is coming from underneath the Throne of Allah.”

2.12 The food and drink of the people of Paradise

The people will have whatever food and drink they desire in Jannah:
Allah SWT says:

*

% “And they will have therein their sustenance, morning and evening.”
(Maryam 19:62)
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% "Any fruit that they may choose, And the flesh of fowls that they
desire"[Al-Waqi’ah 56:20-21]
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% "Circulated among them will be plates and vessels of gold. And
therein is whatever the souls desire and [what] delights the eyes, and
you will abide therein eternally. Az-Zukhruf 43:71]
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Allah (SWT) will permit them to take whatever they want of the good food and drink
of Paradise:

RY

% "Eat and drink at ease for that which you have sent on before you in
days past!"[Al-Haqqah 69:24]
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In Paradise there will be a sea of water, a sea of wine, a sea of milk and a sea of honey,
and the rivers of Paradise will flow out of these seas. There will also be many springs in
Paradise, and its people will drink from these seas, rivers and springs.

2.12.1 The wine of the people of Paradise

One of the drinks that Allah will bestow on the people of Paradise will be wine. The
wine of Paradise is free of all the troubles and problems that characterise the wine in
this world (which makes people lose their minds, causes headaches, stomach aches
and other physical disorders, or which may have something wrong in the way it is
made, or its colour, etc.). But the wine of Paradise is free from all such faults; it is pure

and beautiful:

/7

% "Round them will be passed a cup of pure wine; white, delicious to
the drinkers. Neither will they have ghoul [any kind of hurt,
abdominal pain, headache, etc.] from that, nor will they suffer
intoxication therefrom"[As-Saffat 37:45-47]
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Allah described the beauty of its white colour. He then explained that its drinkers
enjoy it very much, without it affecting their minds:

% "..rivers of wine delicious to those who drink.."[Mohammad 47:15]
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% And they will never be adversely affected by drinking it: “nor will
they suffer intoxication therefrom" [Assaffat 37:47]

47) u;s_).ul.g_mess Vidse e ¥
Elsewhere in the Qur’an, Allah SWT describes the wine of Paradise as follows:

R/

% "They will be served by immortal boys, With cups and jugs, and a
glass from the flowing wine, Wherefrom they will get neither any
aching of the head, nor any intoxication"[Al-Wagi’ah 56:17-19]
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Commenting on this passage, Ibn Katheer said, "it does not cause their heads to ache
or their minds to be fogged; it is pure, although it still contains the ingredients that

make it a delight to the drinker.

In another part of the Qur’an, Allah (SWT) says:

R/

the smell of musk." [Al-Mutaffifeen 83: 25-26]
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% "They will be given to drink pure sealed wine, the last thereof will be

This wine is sealed or covered, and at the end of it, the drinker will find the scent of

musk.

2.12.2 The food and drink does not produce any impure excrement
% It was narrated from Abu Hurairah that the Messenger of Allah
(PBUH) said: “The first group to enter Paradise will enter with (faces)
like the moon in the night when it is full. Then those who follow
them will be shining with a light brighter than the brightest star in
the sky. They will not urinate or defecate, or blow their noses or spit.
Their combs will be of gold, their sweat will be musk, their braziers
(receptacle for holding live coals for burning incense) will be pearls
and their wives will be houris. Their form will be that of a single
man, the form of their father Adam, sixty forearm’s length tall.’

(Sunan Ibn Majah / Sahih)
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2.12.3 Why will the people of Paradise eat and drink?

If the people of Paradise are to abide there forever free from all discomfort, pain and
sickness, not faling hunger or thirst, and having no impurities or dirt, then why will

the people of Paradise eat, drink, wear perfume and comb their hair?

Al-Qurtubi answered this question in At-Tadhkirah [p. 475, see also Al-Fath, 6/325]:

/7

the purpose of warding off potential pains; they will not eat because
of hunger or drink because of thirst, or wear perfume because of
some offensive odour, because Paradise is a never-ending succession

% "The luxuries and clothing of the people of Paradise will not be for
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of delight and joy. Do you not remember the words of Allah (SWT)
to Aadam?

% "Verily you have that you will never be hungry therein nor naked.
And you suffer not from thirst therein nor from the sun's heat." [Ta
Ha 20:118-119]
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The wisdom behind it (food and drink, etc.) is so that Allah will introduce Paradise to
them in ways similar to the good things that they enjoy on earth, but He will increase

it in ways known only to Him."

2.12.4 The vessels and cups of the people of Paradise

The vessels from which the people of Paradise will eat and drink will be of gold and

silver. Allah (SWT) says:

% "Trays of gold and cups will be passed round them..."[Az-Zukhruf
43:71] i.e. cups of gold.

(71) . RT3 D (e i agile il

Also Allah (SWT) says:

o,

% "And amongst them, will be passed round vessels of silver and cups
of crystal, crystal-clear, made of silver. They will determine the
measure thereof according to their wishes." [Al-Insan 76:15-16] i.e. it
will combine the purity of crystal with the whiteness of silver.
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In the hadith, it is reported the following:

% "Abu Bakr bin Qais Al-Ash'ari narrated that his father said: "The
Messenger of Allah said: "Two gardens of silver, their vessels and
everything in them; and two gardens of gold, their vessels and
everything in them, and nothing between the people and their
seeing their Lord, the Blessed and Exalted, except the Veil of Pride
covering His Face in the Garden of Eden (Jannat 'Adn)." (Sunan Ibn
Majah / Sahih)
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Among the vessels from which they will drink will be cups and jugs and glasses:

X/

% "They will be served by immortal boys, with cups, and jugs and a
glass from the flowing wine."[Al-Wagqi’ah 56:17-18]
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2.13 The clothing and jewellery of the people of Paradise
The people of Paradise will wear the most luxurious clothes, amongst other things,
garments of silk and bracelets of gold, silver and pearls. Allah (SWT) says:

X/

% "...wherein they will be adorned with bracelets of gold and pearls,
and their garments will be of silk."[Al-Hajj 22:23]
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% "Adn Paradise they will enter, therein will they be adorned with

bracelets of gold and pearls, and their garments there will be of
silk."[Fatir 35:33]
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% "...They will be adorned with bracelets of silver, and their Rabb will
give them a pure drink."[Al-Insan 76:21]
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Their clothes will be colourful, including garments of green silk and brocade:

7

% "..They will be adorned therein with bracelets of gold, and they will
wear green garments of fine silk and heavy brocade. They will recline
therein on raised thrones. How good the recompense! How beautiful
a couch to recline on."[Al-Kahf18:31]

A3 Ge Dl e e Gl ) a5 Ge 35 o Gl gl il
SIS axs GLGY) o Ll (St (3585 (il (s 1508 U §lals
(31) legihe &ilas

% "Their garments will be of fine green silk, and gold embroidery. They
will be adorned with bracelets of silver..."[Al-Insan 76:21]
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The Prophet (PBUH) told us that the people of Paradise will have combs of gold and
silver, and that they will perfume themselves with 'Ud at-Teeb, even though the scent
of musk will be emanating from their pure bodies. In this regard, the following hadith
is narrated in Sahih Al-Bukhari:
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% "Abu Hurairah narrated that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said:
"The first batch to enter Paradise will appear like the moon of a night
that it is full, they do not spit, nor do their noses run, nor do they
defecate. Their vessels are of gold, their combs are of silver and gold,
their perfume is of Aluwwah, and their sweat is musk. Each one of
them has two wives, so beautiful that the marrow of their shins can
be seen through the flesh. There is no differing among them nor
mutual hatred, and their hearts are like the heart of one man, and
they glorify Allah morning and evening." (Jami’At-Tirmithi / Sahih)
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The clothing and jewellery of the people of Paradise will never wear out or fade.
Muslim reports the following hadith:

% "Abu Huraira reported Allah's Apostle (PBUH) as saying: He who
would get into Paradise (would be made to enjoy such an
everlasting) bliss that he would neither become destitute, nor would
his clothes wear out, nor his youth would decline.(Muslim)
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2.14 The trees and fruits of Paradise

2.14.1 The trees and fruits of Paradise (Jannah) are of many kinds and everlasting

The trees of Paradise are abundant and good and of many kinds. Allah has told us that
there are grapevines, date palms and pomegranate trees in Paradise, as well as lotus
trees and acacia trees:

*

% "Verily, for the muttaqoon, there will be a success [Paradise], gardens
and grape yards" [An-Naba’ 78:31-32]

% "in them [both will be fruits, date palms and pomegranates" [Ar-
Rahman 55:68]

(68) (lahs JAis 4gS1 Lagd
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% "And those on the Right Hand - who will be those on the Right
Hand? [They will be] among thornless lote-trees, Among Talh trees
with fruits piled one above another, In shade long-extended, By
water flowing constantly, And fruit in plenty" [Al-Wagi’ah 56:27-32]

2sials mlh 5 (28) 25ka30 i (3 (27) gl Llalal s il LaZals
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The lotus tree (As-Sidr) is a thorny plant, but in Paradise it will be thornless. At-Talh
(acacia tree) is a tree of Hijaaz, (a fair sized thorny shrub), but in Paradise its fruits will
be ready to eat, with no effort required.

What Allah (SWT) has told us about the trees of Paradise is only a small part of what
Paradise contains. Hence Allah (SWT) told us:

/7

% "In them [both] will be every kind of fruit in pairs" [Ar-Rahman 55:52]

Because of its abundance, people will be able to leave what they want and take what
they want:

% "...and therein they will call for fruits in abundance and drinks". [Sad
38:51]
(51) 1535 388 468y b (5835 Lo (i
% "With fruits, any that they may select" [Al-Wagqi’ah 56:20]

(20) s2mih e 44885

o,

% "Verily the Muttaqoon shall be amidst shades and springs, And fruits
- such as they desire" [Al-Mursalat 77:41-42]

(42) {5 L aSI 585 (41) 055 L b il u\

In short, Paradise contains all kinds of fruits and other joys that one's heart could
desire:

*

% "Trays of gold and cups will be passed round them, [there will be]
therein all that one's soul could desire, all that the eyes could delight
in, and you will abide therein forever"[Az-Zukhruf 43:71]
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Ibn Katheer spoke very cleverly about the greatness of the fruits of Paradise, and
concluded that by means of understatement, Allah (SWT) conveyed the abundance
and greatness of those fruits. He said:

7

% "The lotus tree [As-Sidr] does not bear any fruit other than some
insignificant, inferior fruits, and it is thorny. The acacia tree [At-
Talh] is only used for shade in this world [not for fruit] but in
Paradise there will be many of them, growing beautifully, and
bearing such abundant fruit that a single fruit will have seventy kinds
of taste and colour that resemble one another. So how do you think
the trees that are grown for their fruit on earth will be in Paradise,
like apple trees, date palms, grape vines and so on? How do you
think the flowers will be? In short, there will be what no eye has
seen, no ear has heard and no human heart can comprehend and we
ask Allah (SWT) to grant us some of this, by His Grace" [an-
Nihaayah, 2/262]

The trees of Paradise bear fruit constantly, unlike the trees of this world, which bear

fruit only at certain times or seasons. The trees of Paradise always bear fruit and offer
shade:

7

% "The description of the Paradise which the Muttagoon have been
promised! -Underneath it rivers flow, its provision is eternal and so is
its shade"[Ar-Ra’d 13:35]"
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% And fruit in plenty, whose season is not limited, and their supply will
not be cut off" [Al-Waqi’ah 56:32-33]

(33) 42 siaa V3 e shia ¥ (32) 3048 4685
The supply is continuous and the people of Paradise are never denied. One of the

delights that the people of Paradise will enjoy is finding that its fruits are similar in
appearance, but different in taste:

K/

% "Every time they will be provided with a fruit therefrom, they will
say, "This is what we were provided with before", and they will be
given things in resemblance [ i.e. in the same form but different in
taste]" [Al-Bagarah 2:25]

o i 4y 1015 8 (e U5 oAl 138 108 83 558 G Lghe 158535 WK
(25)
The trees of Paradise are of rich and lush foliage:

K/

% "With spreading branches" [Ar-Rahman 55:48]
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(48) o G5

% and they are intensely green - "dark green [in colour]" [Ar-Rahman
55:64].

(64) Jialas

The fruits of the trees will be low-hanging, in easy reach of the people of Paradise:

RY

% "Reclining upon the couches lined with silk brocade, and the fruits of
the two Gardens will be near at hand" [Ar-Rahman 55:54]
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The Quran describes the shade of these trees as follows:

% "..and We shall admit them to shades wide and ever deepening”. [An-
Nisa 4:57]

(57) Sl S adssiy

% "In shade long-extended" [Al-Waqi’ah 56:30]
(30) 25302 g

2.14.2 Some of the trees of Paradise

The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) told us wondrous things about some of the trees of
paradise which indicates that they are so amazingly huge that trying to imagine them
makes one's head spin. We shall quote some examples here:

A shadow of a tree takes one hundred years to cross.
This is a huge tree, whose true size is known only to its Creator. The Prophet (PBUH)
conveyed an impression of its size when he said:

% " Narrated Abu Huraira: The Prophet (PBUH) said, "In Paradise there
is a tree which is so big that a rider can travel in its shade for one
hundred years without passing it; and if you wish, you can recite: 'In
shade long extended.' (Bukhari)
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Sidrat al-Muntaha
There is a tree in paradise which Allah has mentioned in a clear and unambiguous
revelation. Allah (SWT) told us that our Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) saw Jibreel in
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the form in which Allah created him at that tree. He also told us that it was veiled with
something known only to Allah (SWT) when the Prophet (PBUH) saw it:

R/
L X4

"And indeed he [Mohammad]| saw him [Jibreel] at a second descent
[i.e. a second time| near Sidrat al-Muntaha [the Lote-tree of the
utmost boundary beyond which none may pass] near it is the
Paradise of Abode. When that covered the lote-tree which covered it!
The sight of [Mohammad] turned not aside [right or left], nor did it
transgress beyond [the] limit [ordained for it]"[An-Najm 53:13-17]

4 (15) 3 s e (14) il 500 Lo (13) A 85415
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The Prophet (PBUH) told us about what he saw of this tree:

» Anas narrated that the Messenger of Allah said: “While I was

traveling through Paradise, a river appeared before me whose banks
had tents of pearl. I said to the angel: ‘What is this? He said: ‘This is
Al-Kawthar, which Allah has granted you.” He said: “Then he put his
hand in the clay, and removed musk from it, then I was raised up to
Sidrat Al-Muntaha so I PBUH a magnificent light at it.” (Jami’ At-
Tirmithi / Sahih)
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Narrated ['Abdullah] bin Mas'ud: "When the Messenger of Allah
(PBUH) reached Sidrat Al-Muntaha" He said: "There terminates
everything that ascends from the earth, and everything that descends
from above. So there Allah gave him three, which He did not give to
any Prophet before him: He made fiver prayers obligatory upon him,
He gave him the last Verses of Surat Al-Bagarah, and He pardoned
the grave sins for those of his Ummah who do not associate anything
with Allah.' Ibn Mas'ud said regarding the Ayah: "When that covered
the Sidrah which did cover it! (53:16)" he said: "The sixth Sidrah in
heavens." Sufyan said: "Golden butterflies" and Sufyan indicated with
his hand in a fluttering motion. Others besides Malik bin Mighwal
said: "There terminates the creatures’ knowledge, there is no
knowledge for them of what is above that." (Jami’ At-Tirmithi /
Hasan Sahih)
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"Narrated Malik bin Sasaa: The Prophet (PBUH) said, "While I was at
the House in a state midway between sleep and wakefulness, (an
angel recognized me) as the man lying between two men. A golden
tray full of wisdom and belief was brought to me and my body was
cut open from the throat to the lower part of the *Abdomen and then
my 'Abdomen was washed with Zamzam water and (my heart was)
filled with wisdom and belief. Al- Buraq, a white animal, smaller than
a mule and bigger than a donkey was brought to me and I set out
with Gabriel. When I reached the nearest heaven. Gabriel said to the
heaven gate-keeper, 'Open the gate.' The gatekeeper asked, 'Who is
it?" He said, 'Gabriel." The gate-keeper,’ who is accompanying you?'
Gabriel said, 'Mohammad." The gate-keeper said, 'Has he been
called?' Gabriel said, 'Yes.' Then it was said, 'He is welcomed. What a
wonderful visit his is!" Then I met Adam and greeted him and he
said, 'You are welcomed O son and a Prophet.' Then we ascended to
the second heaven. It was asked, "Who is it?' Gabriel said, 'Gabriel.' It
was said, 'Who is with you?' He said, Mohammad' It was asked, 'Has
he been sent for?' He said, 'Yes." It was said, 'He is welcomed. What a
wonderful visit his is!" Then I met Jesus and Yahya (John) who said,
'You are welcomed, O brother and a Prophet." Then we ascended to
the third heaven. It was asked, "Who is it?' Gabriel said, 'Gabriel." It
was asked, 'Who is with you? Gabriel said, 'Mohammad." It was
asked, 'Has he been sent for?' 'Yes,' said Gabriel. 'He is welcomed.
What a wonderful visit his is!" The Prophet (PBUH) added: There 1
met Joseph and greeted him, and he replied, 'You are welcomed, O
brother and a Prophet!" Then we ascended to the 4th heaven and
again the same questions and answers were exchanged as in the
previous heavens. There I met Idris and greeted him. He said, 'You
are welcomed O brother and Prophet.' Then we ascended to the 5th
heaven and again the same questions and answers were exchanged as
in previous heavens. There I met and greeted Aaron who said, 'You
are welcomed O brother and a Prophet". Then we ascended to the
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6th heaven and again the same questions and answers were
exchanged as in the previous heavens. There I met and greeted
Moses who said, 'You are welcomed O brother and. a Prophet." When
I proceeded on, he started weeping and on being asked why he was
weeping, he said, 'O Lord! Followers of this youth who was sent after
me will enter Paradise in greater number than my followers." Then
we ascended to the seventh heaven and again the same questions
and answers were exchanged as in the previous heavens. There I met
and greeted Abraham who said, 'You are welcomed o son and a
Prophet.' Then I was shown Al-Bait-al-Ma'mur (i.e. Allah's House). I
asked Gabriel about it and he said, This is Al Bait-ul-Ma'mur where
70,000 angels perform prayers daily and when they leave they never
return to it (but always a fresh batch comes into it daily).' Then I was
shown Sidrat-ul-Muntaha (i.e. a tree in the seventh heaven) and I
saw its Nabk fruits which resembled the clay jugs of Hajr (i.e. a town
in Arabia), and its leaves were like the ears of elephants, and four
rivers originated at its root, two of them were apparent and two were
hidden. I asked Gabriel about those rivers and he said, 'The two
hidden rivers are in Paradise, and the apparent ones are the Nile and
the Euphrates.' Then fifty prayers were enjoined on me. I descended
till I met Moses who asked me, "What have you done? I said, 'Fifty
prayers have been enjoined on me." He said, 'I know the people
better than you, because I had the hardest experience to bring Bani
Israel to obedience. Your followers cannot put up with such
obligation. So, return to your Lord and request Him (to reduce the
number of prayers.' I returned and requested Allah (for reduction)
and He made it forty. I returned and (met Moses) and had a similar
discussion, and then returned again to Allah for reduction and He
made it thirty, then twenty, then ten, and then I came to Moses who
repeated the same advice. Ultimately Allah reduced it to five. When I
came to Moses again, he said, 'What have you done?' I said, 'Allah
has made it five only.' He repeated the same advice but I said that I
surrendered (to Allah's Final Order)" Allah's Messenger (PBUH) was
addressed by Allah, "I have decreed My Obligation and have reduced
the burden on My slaves, and I shall reward a single good deed as if it
were ten good deeds." (Al-Bukhari)
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Tooba
This is a huge tree which produces the fabric for the clothing of the people of Paradise.
Ahmad, Ibn Jareer and Ibn Hibbaan reported that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH)

said:

% "Abu Sa’id Al-Khudri narrated that the Prophet (PBUH) said: Tuba is

a tree in Paradise, as big as a hundred year's journey; the clothes of
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the people of Paradise comes from its calyces [the outer parts of its
flowers]" [Ahmad, Al-Tabari, Al-Albani — As-Silsilah As-Sahiha / Laa
Ba’sa bihi]
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Also narrated by Ahmad from 'Abdullah ibn 'Amr, who said:

% "A man came to the Prophet (PBUH) and asked, "O Messenger of
Allah, tell us about the clothes of the people of Paradise; are they
created or are they woven?' Some of the people laughed. The
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, "Why are you laughing? Because
someone who does not know has asked someone who does know?"
Then he turned and asked, "Where is the one who asked the
question?" The man said, "Here [ am, O Messenger of Allah". He said,
"No, they are produced by the fruits of Paradise" three times"
[Ahmad and An-Nasa’i / Sahih]
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The Best Aromatic Plants in Paradise
Allah told us that in Paradise there are aromatic plants:

% Then [for him is] rest and bounty and a garden of pleasure. [Al-
Wagji’ah 56:89]

(89) awxi 4323 Had)s & 308

In Mu'jam at-Tabaraanee al-Kabeer, a report from 'Abdullah ibn 'Amr whose isnaad is
Saheeh according to the conditions of al-Bukhari and Muslim, states that the Prophet
(PBUH) said:

K/

% "The best of the aromatic plants of Paradise is henna." [At-Tabarani,
Al-Albani said in AS-SilSilah As-Saheehah: Sahih on the conditions of
al-Bukhari and Muslim |
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The Trunks of the Trees of Paradise are made of Gold
One of the wondrous things that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) told us is that the
trunks of the trees are gold:

% "Abu Hurairah narrated that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said:
"There is not a tree in Paradise except that its tree is of gold." "
[jami’At-Tirmithi / Hassan]
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2.14.3 How can the believer increase his share of the trees of Paradise?

Khaleel Ar-Rahmaan and the Father of the Prophets, Ibrahim (PBUH) asked our
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) on the night of the Israa' to convey his greetings to our
ummah and to tell them the way in which they could increase their share of the trees
of Paradise:

% " Ibn Mas'ud narrated that: The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: “I
met Ibrahim on the night of my ascent, so he said: ‘O Mohammad,
recite Salam from me to your nation, and inform them that Paradise
has pure soil and delicious water, and that it is a flat treeless plain,
and that its seeds are: “Glory is to Allah (Subhan Allah) [and] all
praise is due to Allah (Al-hamdulillah) and ‘none has the right to be
worshipped but Allah’ (La ilaha illallah), and Allah is the greatest
(Allahu Akbar).” " [Jami’At-Tirmithi / Hasan]
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2.15 Description of the houses and palaces of Paradise

The palaces in Jannah are built with bricks which are made of gold and silver. Its clay
(the substance between the two bricks) is musk. Its sand is pearl and ruby and its soil
is the saffron. Whoever prays for the sake of Allah twelve rak'ahs (of the regular
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optional Sunnah prayer) every day, over and above the obligatory ones, Allah will
build for him a house in paradise.

R/

% "Narrated Jabir: The Prophet, said, "I entered Paradise and saw a
palace and asked whose palace is this? They (the Angels) said, "This
palace belongs to ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab.' I intended to enter it, and
nothing stopped me except my knowledge about your sense of Ghira
(self-respect (O ‘Umar)." ‘Umar said, "O Allah's Messenger! Let my
father and mother be sacrificed for you! O Allah's Prophet! How dare
I think of my Ghira (self-respect) being offended by you?" (Bukhari)
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The Sahabah (Companions) asked the Prophet (PBUH) about the buildings of Paradise
and he replied with a wonderful description:

% Narrated Samura bin Jundab: Allah's Messenger (PBUH) said,
"Tonight two (visitors) came to me (in my dream) and took me to a
town built with gold bricks and silver bricks. There we met men who,
half of their bodies look like the most handsome human beings you
have ever seen, and the other half, the ugliest human beings you
have ever seen. Those two visitors said to those men, 'Go and dip
yourselves in that river. So they dipped themselves therein and then
came to us, their ugliness having disappeared and they were in the
most handsome shape. The visitors said, 'The first is the Garden of
Eden and that is your dwelling place.' Then they added, 'As for those
people who were half ugly and half handsome, they were those who
mixed good deeds and bad deeds, but Allah forgave them." (Bukhari)
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Allah (SWT) indeed spoke the truth when He said:
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7

% "And when you look there [in Paradise] you will see a delight [that
cannot be imagined]. and a great dominion" [Al-Insan 76:20]
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2.15.1 Walking to your palace in Paradise

Rasulullah (PBUH) says that you will know your place in Jannah more than you knew
your house in dunya. You will know where your residence is in Jannah by your
instincts.

Imagin you arrive at a huge mansion that is yours. The bricks are made of gold and
silver; wonderful colours. Architecture is something that we don’t know of in this
world. In Jannah, there is no limitation of gravity, the material of Jannah is also not
restricted as it is in dunya; there is no concrete or tile in Jannah.

You get closer to your palace, and you see something that makes you stop in your
tracks. You become immobile and you cannot move any further, because of the
stunning beauty of what you see: your wife in Jannah. Before we discuss that, let’s
discuss your palace in Jannah. Allah (SWT) says in the Qur’an:

% “But those who fear Allah and keep their duty to their Lord (Allah),
for them are built lofty rooms; one above another under which rivers
flow (i.e. Paradise). (This is) the Promise of Allah: and Allah does not
fail in (His) Promise.” (Az-Zumar 39:20)
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There is emphasis that in Jannah things are above each other, in levels. Things are in
all directions; it is not like the surface of this earth. The rivers are flowing beneath
them. Only Allah knows if Jannah is limited to the three dimensions. This is just
speculation, but Jannah is different.

Everything that we have in dunya, there is something that resembles it in akhirah. But
the only thing that is the same is the name. There is Fire in dunya and Fire in akhirah.
But the fire in akhirah is different. Rasulullah (PBUH) says that hellfire was burned for
1,000 years until it turned red. Then it was burned for another 1,000 years until it
turned white. And then it was burned for a further 1,000 years until it turned dark.
Imagine black fire. There is fire in dunya and fire in akhirah, but they are definitely
different.

Similarly, there is water, milk and wine in Jannah. The only thing that they have in
common with the things in this dunya is the name. The quality and quantity is
completely different. Just as there are tents in this dunya, there are also tents in
Jannah. Allah (SWT) says:

o ”

% “Fair ones reserved in pavilions -.” (Ar-Rahman 55:72)
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Also in a hadith, it was narrated the following:

R/
L X4

Narrated Abu Huraira: Gabriel came to the Prophet (PBUH) and
said, "O Allah's Messenger! This is Khadija coming to you with a dish
having meat soup (or some food or drink). When she reaches you,
greet her on behalf of her Lord (i.e. Allah) and on my behalf, and give
her the glad tidings of having a Qasab palace in Paradise wherein
there will be neither any noise nor any fatigue (trouble) (Bukhari)
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Narrated ‘Abdullah bin Qais Al-Ash'ari: The Prophet (PBUH) said,
"A tent (in Paradise) is like a hollow pearl which is thirty miles in
height and on every corner of the tent the believer will have a family
that cannot be seen by the others." (Narrated Abu 'Imran in another
narration, "The tent is sixty miles in height." [Bukhari].
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2.15.2 The description of the tents of Paradise
This has been clearly mentioned in the following three hadiths:

K/
L X4

Abu Bakr b. Abdullah b. Qais reported on the authority of his father
that Allah's Messenger (PBUH) said that in Paradise there would be
for a believer a tent of a single hollowed pearl the breadth of which
would be sixty miles. It would be meant for a believer and the
believers would go around it and none would be able to see the
others. (Muslim)
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% Abu Bakr b. Abdullah b. Qais reported on the authority of his father
that Allah's Messenger (PBUH) said that in Paradise there would be a
tent made of a single hollowed pearl, the breadth of which would be
sixty miles from all sides and there would live a family in each corner
and the other would not be able to see the believer who goes around
them.. (Muslim)
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% This hadith has been transmitted on the authority of Abu Bakr b.
Abu Musa b. Qais who, on the authority of his father, reported the
Apostle (PBUH) to have said that there would be a tent made of a
pearl whose height towards the sky would be sixty miles. In each
corner, there would be a family of the believer, out of sight for the
others. (Muslim)
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2.16 Animals and birds of Paradise
The kinds of birds and animals that exist in Paradise are known only to Allah.

The hadith mentions the following:

% Anas bin Malik narrated that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) was
asked: "What is Al-Kawthar?" He said: "That is a river that Allah has
given me"- that is, in Paradise- 'whiter than milk and sweeter than
honey. In it are birds whose necks are like the necks of camels."
'Umar said: "Indeed this is plump and luxurious then." So the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, "Those who consume it are more
plumb than it. [Jami’At-Tirmithi / Sahih)
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% Narrated Abu Huraira: The Prophet (PBUH) said, "On the Day of
Resurrection Abraham will meet his father Azar whose face will be
dark and covered with dust. (Prophet Abraham (PBUH) will say to
him): 'Didn't T tell you not to disobey me?' His father will reply:
'Today I will not disobey you.'" 'Abraham will say: 'O Lord! You
promised me not to disgrace me on the Day of Resurrection; and
what will be more disgraceful to me than cursing and dishonouring
my father?' Then Allah will say (to him):' T have forbidden Paradise
for the disbelievers." Then he will be addressed, 'O Abraham! Look!
What is underneath your feet?” He will look and there he will see a
Dhabh (an animal,) blood-stained, which will be caught by the legs
and thrown in the (Hell) Fire."(Bukhari)
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The animals that will be in Paradise according to the reports are of three types:

1. Specific animals such as the dog of the people of the Cave and the she-camel of
Saalih (PBUH). However, there are no saheeh reports concerning them.

2. Those which are mentioned in the Qur'an and Sunnah, which Allah has prepared for
the believers in Paradise, whether they are mentioned in specific terms, such as the
birds of which Allah (SWT) mentions:

% “And with the flesh of fowls that they desire’[al-Waaqi’ah 56:21]
s s il 0315 (21)

Or they are mentioned in general terms, as He (SWT) says:

*

% “And We shall provide them with fruit and meat such as they
desire”[At-Tur 52:22]
(22) & seii e 25 4680y 2hL33AI 5

Another example is the bull which Allah has prepared as food for the people of
Paradise:

% “Thauban, the freed slave of the Messenger of Allah (PBUH), said:
While I was standing beside the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) one of
the rabbis of the Jews came and said: Peace be upon you, O
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Mohammad. I pushed him back with a push that he was going to fall.
Upon this he said: Why do you push me? I said: Why don't you say:
O Messenger of Allah? The Jew said: We call him by the name by
which he was named by his family. The Messenger of Allah (PBUH)
said: My name is Mohammad with which [ was named by my family.
The Jew said: I have come to ask you (something). The Messenger of
Allah (PBUH) said: Should that thing be of any benefit to you, if I tell
you that? He (the Jew) said: I will lend my ears to it. The Messenger
of Allah (PBUH) drew a line with the help of the stick that he had
with him and then said: Ask (whatever you like). Thereupon the Jew
said: Where would the human beings be on the Day when the earth
would change into another earth and the heavens too (would change
into other heavens)? The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: They
would be in darkness beside the Bridge. He (the Jew) again said:
Who amongst people would be the first to cross (this bridge)? He
said: They would be the poor amongst the refugees. The Jew said:
What would constitute their breakfast when they would enter
Paradise? He (the Holy Prophet) replied: A caul of the fish-
liver. He (the Jew) said. What would be their food alter this? He
(the Holy Prophet) said: A bullock which was fed in the
different quarters of Paradise would be slaughtered for them.
He (the Jew) said: What would be their drink? He (the Holy Prophet)
said: They would be given drink from the fountain which is named"
Salsabil". He (the Jew) said: I have come to ask you about a thing
which no one amongst the people on the earth knows except an
apostle or one or two men besides him. He (the Holy Prophet) said:
Would it benefit you if I tell you that? He (the Jew) said: I would lend
ears to that. He then said: I have come to ask you about the child. He
(the Holy Prophet) said: The reproductive substance of man is white
and that of woman (i.e. ovum central portion) yellow, and when they
have sexual intercourse and the male's substance (chromosomes and
genes) prevails upon the female's substance (chromosomes and
genes), it is the male child that is created by Allah's Decree, and
when the substance of the female prevails upon the substance
contributed by the male, a female child is formed by the Decree of
Allah. The Jew said: What you have said is true; verily you are an
Apostle. He then returned and went away. The Messenger of Allah
(PBUH) said: He asked me about such and such things of which I
have had no knowledge till Allah gave me that.”(Muslim)
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3. Those animals which have been specifically mentioned in the hadith, which will be
in Paradise. These include:

% Yahya related to me from Malik from Mohammad ibn Amr ibn

Halhala that Humayd ibn Malik ibn Khu'haym said, "I was sitting
with Abu Hurayra on his land at al-Aqiq. Some people rode out from
Madina to call upon Abu Hurayra. He told me to go to his mother,
sending his greetings and asking her to prepare some food." Humayd
continued, "She set down three loaves on a plate and some oil and
salt. Then she put it on my head and I carried it to them. When I set
it before them, Abu Hurayra said, 'Allah is greater' and added, 'Praise
be to Allah who has filled us with bread after our food had previously
been only water and dates, as the people did not touch any of the
food.
When they left, he said, 'O son of my brother, be good to your sheep
and wipe the mucus from them and clean their pen. Pray in their
quarter for they are among the animals of the Garden. By He in
Whose Hand my self is, a time is about to come upon people when a
small group of sheep will be more beloved to their owner than the
house of Marwan (Muwataa Malik / Book 49, Hadith 1705 - Sahih
/Al-Albani)
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Raghaam means dust (as translated here). The word has also been narrated as ra’aam,
which refers to the mucus that comes from the sheep’s nose. What is meant is to wipe
the dust from it, or wipe away what comes from its nose, so as to look after it and take
care of it.

% Abu Mas'ud (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: A man came
to the Prophet (PBUH) with a she-camel wearing a nose-string and
said: "This is (a gift) in the Cause of Allah." The Messenger of Allah
(PBUH) replied, "You will have in return for it on the Day of
Resurrection seven hundred she-camels and every one of them will
be wearing a nose-string." [Muslim]
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Al-Nawawi said:

% What is meant by makhtoomah (bridled) is that it has a khitaam
(bridle) on it, which is like a halter. And it was said that that it may
be understood as meaning that he will have the reward of giving
seven hundred she-camels, or it may be understood as it appears to
be, and that he will have seven hundred she-camels in Paradise, each
of them bridled, and he will be able to ride them wherever he wants,
for pleasure, as was narrated concerning the horses and camels
(nujab) of Paradise. This interpretation is clearer. And Allah knows
best. Sharh al-Nawawi, 13/38.

The hadith about the camels and horses to which al-Nawawi referred is as follows:

% Sulaiman bin Buraidah narrated from his father that a man asked the
Prophet (PBUH): "O Messenger of Allah, are there horses in
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Paradise?" He said, "If Allah admits you into Paradise, you will not
wish to be carried, on a horse of rubies that will fly with you
wherever you want in Paradise except that you will do so." He said:
"And a man asked him: 'O Messenger of Allah, are there camels in
Paradise?" He said: "So he (PBUH) did not say what he said to his
companion, rather, he (PBUH) said: 'If Allah admits you into
Paradise, you will have in it whatever is desired by your soul and
pleasing to your eye. (Al-Albani / Hasan, hadith No 3001)
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A similar report was also narrated by Abu Ayyoob from al-Tirmithi, 2544; and also
classed as saheeh by al-Albaani, 3/423.

Moreover, it is narrated in sound hadiths that the souls of martyrs are in the crops of
birds in Paradise which fly wherever they want.

It should be noted that the birds, horses and camels in Paradise are not the same as
those in this world; they resemble them in name only. What they are really like is
known only to Allah. But we know that they are extremely beautiful, because they are
one of the delights that Allah has prepared for His close slaves in Paradise. This was
indicated by the Prophet (PBUH) in the hadith quoted above, in which it says that the
horses of Paradise are of red rubies, and will fly with their riders, wherever they want.

2.16.1 The Ten Blessed Animals in Paradise

The matter of Paradise is among the matters of the Unseen, which can only be
confirmed by revelation. Indeed, scholars (may Allah have mercy upon them)
authoritatively asserted that there is no narration (Hadith) or a verse from the Quran
that can be relied upon to confirm the issue of the ‘ten animals in Jannah’.

Shaykh ‘Attiyyah Saqar issued a Fatwa among the Azhar (university) Fataawas which
reads:

Some interpreters of the Quran said, ‘There are 10 kinds of animals which will enter
Paradise, which are as follows:

1. The Buraaq (an animal with wings, that is bigger than a donkey and smaller than a
mule) which the Prophet (PBUH) rode on the night of Al-Israa’ (Ascension).

2. The she-camel of Saalih (PBUH) which was hamstrung by those who denied the
truth.
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3. The donkey of ‘Uzayr, whom Allah the Almighty caused to die for one hundred
years and then Allah the Almighty revived him, and he found his donkey next to him
as it was.

4. The calf, which the Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham), may Allah exalt his mention,
slaughtered for his angel guests.

5. The ram with which Allah the Almighty ransomed Ismaa’eel (Ishmael), may Allah
exalt his mention, from being slaughtered according to the vision seen by Prophet
Ibrahim (PBUH).

6. The hoopoe that brought news for the Prophet Sulayman (Solomon - PBUH) about
Balgis (the Queen of Sheba).

7. The ant which said (as related in the Quran):

% {“O ants, enter your dwellings that you not be crushed by Solomon
and his soldiers while they perceive not.”} [An-Naml 27:18]
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8. The dog of the people of the Cave.
9. The whale that swallowed Prophet Yoonus (Jonah), may Allah exalt his mention.

10. The cow of the Children of Isra’el that pointed to the killer when the slain man was
hit with some of its parts.

When interpreting the verse of Allah the Almighty:

{...while their dog stretched his forelegs at the entrance.} [Al-Kahf 18:18],
(18) ... a3l a3 53 Loy a5

A-iAloos advised that all the good animals in this world, like antelopes, peacocks,
sheep and goat and other animals from which a believer benefit, will enter Paradise in
a suitable shape but there is no narration (Hadith) to be relied upon in this regard.

Moreover, it was reported in the Mustadrak of Al-Haakim, may Allah have mercy
upon him, (and which Al-Albaani, may Allah have mercy upon him classified as
Saheeh - authentic) that all animals will be told on the Day of Judgment: ‘become
dust’. Thus, distinguishing some of the animals from the general rule needs further
supporting suevidence.
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SECTION 3: THE PLEASURES (DELIGHTS) OF PARADISE

The reality of Paradise is something that people will never be able to comprehend
until they actually enter it, but God has shown us glimpses of it in the Quran. He has
described it as a place essentially different to this world, both in the very nature and
purpose of life, as well as the types of delights which people will enjoy therein. The
Quran informs people about Paradise, which God offers to them, describes its great
blessings, and proclaims its beauties. It informs people that Paradise is one of two
ways of life prepared for them in the after world, and that every good thing will be
theirs in Paradise, to a degree that surpasses our present ability to imagine. It also
describes that Paradise is a place where all blessings have been created perfectly and
where people will be offered everything their souls and hearts will desire. People will
be far removed from want and need, anxiety or sadness, sorrow and regret. Every kind
of beauty and blessing exists in Paradise and will be revealed with perfection never
seen or known before. God has prepared such blessings there as a gift, and these will
be offered only to people with whom He is pleased.

But what is the nature of these delights in Paradise, and how will it be different from
the delights of this world? A few of these differences will be highlighted in the
following subsections.

3.1 Pure delight without pain and suffering

While people in this world experience some delight, they also face much turmoil and
suffering. If one was to scrutinize the life which they live, they will find that the
amount of hardship they face is much more than the ease and comfort. As for the life
of the Hereafter, there will be neither hardship nor suffering in it, and people will live
therein in pure joy and delight. All the causes of sorrow, pain and suffering which
people experience in this life will be absent in the Paradise.

3.2 Wealth

When one thinks of success in this life, they usually conjure the image of big houses,
fine jewellery and clothing, expensive cars. Financial stability is seen to be the key to a
happy life. To most, success is synonymous to wealth, even though this is the furthest
from the truth. How many times have we seen the wealthiest of people living such
miserable lives, that evantually leads their suicide. Wealth is something which
humans, in their very nature, desire at any cost, and this desire has been created for a
great and wise purpose. When this desire is not satiated, it causes some extent of grief
in a person. For this reason, God has promised the inhabitants of Paradise that they
will have all that they imagined as far as wealth and belongings are concerned; both
for those who were extremely poor, experiencing hunger and thirst, to the rich who
desired even more. God gives us a glimpse of this when says:

% “.. there will be there all that the souls could desire, all that the eyes
could delight in ...” (Az-Zukhruf 43:71)
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% “Eat and drink at ease for that which you have sent forth (good
deeds) in days past!” (Al-Haqqah 69:24)
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% “... They will be adorned therein with bracelets of gold, and they will
wear green garments of fine silk and heavy brocade. They will recline
therein on raised thrones. How good [is] the recompense! How
beautiful a couch [is there] to recline on!” (Al-Kahf18:31)
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3.3 The age of the people of Paradise

The people of Paradise will enter Paradise in the most perfect and beautiful form: in
the form of their father Adam (PBUH) whom Allah created with His own hand and
perfected his form and made his shape beautiful. It was narrated the following:

% “Abu Huraira reported Allah's Messenger (PBUH) as saying: Allah,
the Exalted and Glorious, created Adam in His image with His length
of sixty cubits, and as He created him He told him to greet that
group, and that was a party of angels sitting there, and listen to the
response that they give him, for it would form his greeting and that
of his offspring. He then went away and said: Peace be upon you!
They (the angels) said: May there be peace upon you and the Mercy
of Allah, and they made an addition of" Mercy of Allah". So he who
would get into Paradise would get in the form of Adam, his length
being sixty cubits, then the people who followed him continued to
diminish in size up to this day. (Muslim)
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With regard to their ages, they will all enter Paradise at the age of strength and youth;
thirty-three years old. It was narrated from Mu’aadh ibn Jabal that the Prophet
(PBUH) said:
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% “The people of Paradise will enter Paradise hairless, beardless with
their eyes anointed with kohl, aged thirty or thirty-three years.” (At-
Tirmithi, Sahih)
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3.4 Disease and death

Another cause of pain and suffering in this life is the death or the illness in our loved
ones. These are non-existent in Paradise. No one will feel any form of sickness or pain
in Paradise.

% “Narrated Abu Huraira: Allah's Messenger (PBUH) said, "The first
batch (of people) who will enter Paradise will be (glittering) like a
full moon; and those who will enter next will be (glittering) like the
brightest star. Their hearts will be as if the heart of a single man, for
they will have no enmity amongst themselves, and every one of them
shall have two wives, each of whom will be so beautiful, pure and
transparent that the marrow of the bones of their legs will be seen
through the flesh. They will be glorifying Allah in the morning and
evening, and will never fall ill, and they will neither blow their
noses, nor spit. Their utensils will be of gold and silver, and their
combs will be of gold, and the fuel used in their centres will be the
aloes wood, and their sweat will smell like musk.".” (Bukhari)
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Moreover, no one will die in Paradise. All shall live eternally and will be enjoying the
pleasures therein. Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) said that a caller will call out in
Paradise when people enter it:

% “Abu Sa'id and Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with them)
reported: The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, "When the dwellers
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of Jannah enter Jannah, an announcer will call: (You have a promise
from Allah that) you will live therein and you will never die; you will
stay healthy therein and you will never fall ill; you will stay young
and you will never become old; you will be under a constant bliss
and you will never feel miserable.”" [Muslim]
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3.5 Social relationships in Paradise

As for the remorse felt due to a rift in personal relationships, people will never hear
any evil or hurtful comments or speech in Paradise. They will only hear good words

and words of peace. Allah (SWT) says:

% “They will not hear therein ill speech or commission of sin. But only
the saying of: Peace! Peace!” (Al-Waqi'ah 56:25-26)
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3.6 There will be neither enmity between people nor ill-feelings
In the Quran, Allah (SWT) says:

7

% “And We shall remove from their breasts any (mutual) hatred or
sense of injury (which they had, if at all, in the life of this world)...”
(Al-Araf 7:43)
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The Prophet (PBUH) said:

% “Narrated Abu Huraira: Allah's Messenger (PBUH) said, "The first
group (of people) who will enter Paradise will be (glittering) like the
moon when it is full. They will not spit or blow their noses or relieve
nature. Their utensils will be of gold and their combs of gold and
silver; in their centres the aloe wood will be used, and their sweat
will smell like musk. Every one of them will have two wives; the
marrow of the bones of the wives' legs will be seen through the flesh
out of excessive beauty. They (i.e. the people of Paradise) will
neither have differences nor hatred amongst themselves; their
hearts will be as if one heart and they will be glorifying Allah in
the morning and in the evening." (Bukhari)
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People will have the best of companions in the Hereafter, who were also the best
people in the world:

R/

% “And whoever obeys God and the Messenger - those will be with the
ones upon whom God has bestowed favour - of the prophets, the
steadfast affirmers of truth, the martyrs and the righteous. And
excellent are those as companions!” (An-Nisa 4:69)
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The hearts of the people of Paradise will be pure, their speech will be good, their deeds
righteous. There will be no hurtful, upsetting, offensive or provocative talk there, for
Paradise is free of all worthless words and deeds. If we were to discuss all the causes
for anguish in this life, we would surely find its absence or opposite to be true in
Paradise.

3.7 The eternity of the Hereafter

The Pleasures of this world are transient whilst the joys of the hereafter are lasting and
eternal. In this life when a person enjoys something, it is only a short while before
they get bored and they proceed to seek something they feel is better, or they may not
feel a need for it altogether. As for the delights of Paradise, a person will never feel
bored with anything, but rather, its goodness will increase each time they indulge in it.

Also, the life of this world is very short. Humans only live on this earth for a short
while, and very few people reach the age of eighty.

*

% “.Say: Short is the enjoyment of this world. The Hereafter is (far)
better for him who fears God...” (An-Nisa 4:77)
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3.8 People will live forever
% “..its provision is eternal and so is its shade...” (Ar-Raad 13:35)

(35) ... W3 i G

K/

% “What is with you must vanish, and what is with God will endure ...
(An-Nahl 16:96)
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“(It will be said to them): This is Our Provision, which will never
finish” (Sad 38:54)

(54) 28 He &l 83,115 &

3.9 Superior delights
The delights of the people of Paradise, such as their clothing, food, drink, jewellery
and palaces, will be far superior to their counterparts in this world. There is in fact no

room for comparison, as even the smallest space in Paradise is better than this world
and all that is in it. The Prophet (PBUH) said:

% “Narrated Anas: That the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: "To go out
in the cause of Allah in the morning, or the afternoon, is better than
the world and what is in it. And the space that a bow of one of you -
or the space that his hand - would occupy in Paradise is better than
the world and what is in it. And if a woman among the women
inhabiting Paradise were to appear to the people of the earth, then
she would illuminate what is between the ( the heavens and the
earth), and a pleasant scent would fill up what is between them, and
the scarf on her head is better than the world and what is in it." (Jami
At-Tirmithi) [Abu 'Eisa said:] This Hadith is Hasan Sahih.)
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3.10 Free from all impurities

Paradise is free from all the impurities of this world. Eating and drinking in this life
results in the need for excretion and its associated unpleasant odours. If a person
drinks wine in this world, he loses part of control over his mind. Women in this world
menstruate and give birth, which are painful. Paradise is free from all of these
discomforts: its people will not urinate, defecate, spit or suffer from catarrh. The wine
of Paradise, as described by its Creator, is:

*

% “Crystal-white, delicious to those who drink (thereof), free from
intoxication, nor will they suffer intoxication therefrom” (As-Saffat

37:46-47)
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3.11 The water and milk of Paradise
% “Is the description of Paradise, which the righteous are promised,
wherein are rivers of water unaltered, rivers of milk the taste of
which never changes, rivers of wine delicious to those who drink,
and rivers of purified honey, in which they will have from all [kinds
of] fruits and forgiveness from their Lord, like [that of] those who
abide eternally in the Fire and are given to drink scalding water that

will sever their intestines?” (Mohammad 47:15)
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The women of Paradise are pure and free from menstruation, postnatal bleeding and
all the other impurities suffered by women in this world. They are also free from stool
and faeces. Allah (SWT) says:

«

% “..and they shall have therein purified mates...” (Al-Bagarah 2:25)
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When a person asked the Prophet (PBUH) how the people of Paradise will relieve
themselves, he said:

% “Jabir reported: I heard Allah's Apostle (PBUH) as saying that the
inmates of Paradise would eat and drink but would neither spit, nor
pass water, nor void excrement, nor suffer catarrh. It was said: Then,
what would happen with food? Thereupon he said: They would belch
and sweat (and it would be over with their food), and their sweat
would be that of musk and they would glorify and praise Allah as
easily as you breathe.(Muslim)
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What we have mentioned has been a mere comparison in order to understand the
nature of Paradise, but as Allah (SWT) said, its delights are truly hidden:
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% “No person knows what is kept hidden for them of joy, as a reward
for what they used to do.” (As-Sajdah 32:17)
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3.12 Paradise: there is nothing like it!

The delights of Paradise surpass the imagination and its description does it no justice.
They are like nothing known to the people of this world: no matter how advanced we
may become, what we achieve is as nothing compared to the joys of the Hereafter. As
is mentioned in several reports, there is nothing like Paradise:

% “Usamah bin Zaid said: “The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said one
day to his Companions: ‘Who will strive hard with sincerity for
Paradise? For there is nothing like Paradise. By the Lord of the
Ka’bah, it is sparkling light, sweet basil waving in the breeze, a lofty
palace, a flowing river, abundant ripe fruit, a beautiful wife and many
fine garments, in a palace of eternal abode, in ease and luxury, in
beautiful, strongly-built, lofty houses.” They said: ‘We will strive
heard for it, O Messenger of Allah.” He said: ‘Say: In sha’ Allah (if
Allah wills).” Then he mentioned Jihad and encouraged them to
engage in it.” (Sunan Ibn Majah / Daif)

‘_;}A-c;u)sus: c@»}au.au\.mluuc GLSJSLLA&\JM\‘;}JJAGLSJLAJY\
eleﬂ\_ﬂr_&s\uim &\dy)d\.ﬁd\.ﬁc.l:)u.aﬂuha\u_uhdb u»bf—uﬂ
Jymﬁ\quLsAL@J)l:;YM\UBM;“ ”“\Y\"A\_ﬂ.;m\ﬁe}aub
;MQJJ}waMS4.€S\£}JJJ=A)@}MM}).L@.&M\AJJ}\}[M
‘JM."‘j—}g—e‘;\&éu‘;\ﬂt“—J\3@°J@}°Pg_s§\—¥‘¢mg§°)ﬂésuﬂ;}
Gmas Aaal) €3 A M B G AT 08 0 0y B s sandl

(Cuma [ 4ale Gl (i), 4l

Allah (SWT) says:

K/

% “And when you look there (in Paradise) you will see a delight (that
cannot be imagined), and a great dominion.” (Al-Insan 76:20)
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What Allah (SWT) has kept hidden for us from the delights of Paradise is beyond our
ability to comprehend. The Prophet said that Allah SWT said:

% “Narrated Abu Huraira: The Prophet, said, "Allah said, 'T have
prepared for My pious worshipers such things as no eye has ever
seen, no ear has ever heard of, and nobody has ever thought of. All
that is reserved, besides which, all that you have seen, is nothing."
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Then he recited: 'No soul knows what is kept hidden (in reserve) for
them of joy as a reward for what they used to do." (As-Sajdah
32.17)(Bukhari)
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SECTION 4: ALHUR AL’EEN AND THE WORLDLY WOMEN

4.1 Description of Alhur Al'een in Quran and Sunnah
Allah has prepared for His believing slaves in Paradise that which no eye has seen, no
ear has heard and has never even crossed the minds of men, such that even the person
who has the least blessings in Paradise will think that he is the most blessed among

them.

Alhur Al'een are part of Allah’s blessings in Jannah. They are extremely beautiful, such
that the marrow of their shins will be visible from beneath their garments. Every man
who enters Paradise will have two wives from among Alhur Al'een. They are described
in many Quranic verses:

)
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“Therein (Gardens) will be Khayraatun-Hisaan [fair (wives) good and
beautiful]; Then which of the Blessings of your Lord will you both
(jinn and men) deny? Hoor (beautiful, fair females) guarded in
pavilions; Then which of the Blessings of your Lord will you both
(jinn and men) deny? With whom no man or jinni has had Tamth
[opening their hymens with intercourse] before them. Then which of
the Blessings of your Lord will you both (jinn and men) deny?
Reclining on green cushions and rich beautiful mattresses.”[Ar-
Rahmaan 55:70-76]
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“And with them will be chaste females, restraining their glances
(desiring none except their husbands), with wide and beautiful eyes;
(Delicate and pure) as if they were (hidden) eggs (well) preserved.”
[As-Saffat 37:48-49]
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“And with them will be women limiting [their] glances and of equal
age. [Sad 38:52]
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“Thus. And We will marry them to fair women with large, [beautiful]
eyes.” [Ad-Dukhdn 44:54]
(54) cre psay s 555 X
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“They will recline (with ease) on thrones arranged in ranks. And We
shall marry them to Houris (female, fair ones) with wide lovely eyes.”
[At-Tr 52:20]
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“In them are women limiting [their] glances, untouched before them
by man or jinni. Then which of the Blessings of your Lord will you
both (jinns and men) deny? (In beauty) they are like rubies and
coral.” [Ar-Rahman 55:56-58]

L&) oY1 1ol (56) O Vs sl () el el ‘—U-u‘ & jald (e
(58) UB)AM} u}s\_ﬁ\ u@.}\S (57) u\_ms.a

“And (there will be) Houris (fair females) with wide, lovely eyes (as
wives for the pious), Like unto preserved pearls.” [Al-Wdgqi'ah 56:22-

23]
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“Indeed, We have produced the women of Paradise in a [new]
creation. And made them virgins; Devoted [to their husbands] and of
equal age. (Al-Wagi'ah 56:35-37)
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And full-breasted [companions] of equal age [An-Naba' 78:33]
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Alhur Al'een in Hadith:
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Narrated ‘'Abdullah bin Qais: Allah's Messenger (PBUH) said, "In
Paradise there is a pavilion made of a single hollow pearl sixty miles
wide, in each corner of which there are wives who will not see those
in the other corners; and the believers will visit and enjoy them. And
there are two gardens, the utensils and contents of which are made
of silver; and two other gardens, the utensils and contents of which
are made of so-and-so (i.e. gold) and nothing will prevent the people
staying in the Garden of Eden from seeing their Lord except the
curtain of Majesty over His Face."(Bukhari)
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Narrated Al-Migdam bin Ma'diykarib: That the Messenger of Allah
(PBUH) said: "There are six things with Allah for the martyr. He is
forgiven with the first flow of blood (he suffers), he is shown his
place in Paradise, he is protected from punishment in the grave,
secured from the greatest terror, the crown of dignity is placed upon
his head - and its gems are better than the world and what is in it -
he is married to seventy two wives along Al-Houril-'Ayn of Paradise,
and he may intercede for seventy of his close relatives." (Jami’ At-
Tirmithi) [Abu 'Eisa said: This Hadith is Ghareebun Sahih.]
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“..Narrated Anas: That the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: "To go
out in the cause of Allah in the morning, or the afternoon, is better
than the world and what is in it. And the space that a bow of one of
you - or the space that his hand - would occupy in Paradise is better
than the world and what is in it. And if a woman among the women
inhabiting Paradise were to appear to the people of the earth, then
she would illuminate what is between the ( the heavens and the
earth), and a pleasant scent would fill up what is between them, and
the scarf on her head is better than the world and what is in it."
(Jami” At-Tirmithi) [Abu 'Eisa said: This Hadith is Hasan Sahih]
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Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) said: The Messenger
of Allah (PBUH) said, "The first group (of people) to enter Jannah
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will be shining like the moon on a full-moon night. Then will come
those who follow them who will be like the most shining planet in
the sky. They will not stand in need of urinating or relieving of
nature or of spitting or blowing their noses. Their combs will be of
gold and their sweat will smell like musk; in their censers the aloes-
wood will be used. Their wives will be large eyed maidens. All men
will be alike in the form of their father 'Adam, sixty cubits tall."
Another narration is: The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, "Their
utensils will be of gold, their perspiration will smell like musk; every
one of them will have two wives; the marrow of the bones of the
wives' legs will be seen through the flesh out of excessive beauty.
They (i.e., the people of Jannah) will neither have difference, nor
enmity (hatred) amongst themselves; their hearts will be as if one
heart, and they will be glorifying Allah in the morning and in the
afternoon.” [Al-Bukhari and Muslim]
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It is transmitted from Abu Sa'id al-Khudri that, verily, the Messenger
of Allah (PBUH) said: Amongst the inhabitants of Paradise the
lowest in rank will be the person whose face Allah would turn away
from the Fire towards the Paradise, and make a shady tree appear
before him. He would say: O my Lord, direct my steps to this tree so
that I (should enjoy) its shade; and the rest of the hadith is like that
narrated by Ibn Mas'ud, but he did not mention:" He (Allah) would
say: O son of Adam! What will bring an end to your making requests
to me" to the end of the tradition. In it, he added: Allah will remind
him: Ask such and such, and when his expectations would be
realised, Allah would say: That is for you, and ten times as much. He
said that he would then enter his house and his two wives with large
and dark eyes would enter after him. They will say: Praise be to
Allah, Who has created you for us and us for you. He will say: No one
has been given the like of what I have been given. (Muslim)
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From the above mentioned verses of the Holy Quran and Hadiths, we can summarize
the characteristics of Alur Al'een as follows;

* A houri is the most beautiful young woman, with a transparent body. The marrow of
her bones is visible like the interior lines of pearls and rubies.

* She is free from the routine physical disabilities of an ordinary woman such as
menstruation, menopause, urinal and offal discharge, child bearing and the related
pollution.

* She is a woman characterized by modesty and flexing glances. She never looks at any
other man except her husband and feels grateful for being the wife of her husband.

* A houri is a young woman, free from odium and animosity. She knows the meaning
of love and has the ability to put it into practice.

* A houri is an immortal woman, who does not age. She speaks softly and does not
raise voice at her man. She is always reconciled with him. Having been brought up in
luxury, she is a luxury herself.

* Houris dwell in palaces of splendid surroundings.

* If a houri looks down from her abode in Heaven onto the earth, the whole distance
shall be filled with light and fragrance.

* A houri’s face is more radiant than a mirror and one can see one’s image in her
cheek. The marrow of her shins is visible to the eyes.

The Hur Al'een are very fair females created by Allah. They are not from the off-spring
of Adam. They have intense black irises in their eyes and intense white scleras.

So it is obvious that Alhur Al'een will be different from the off-springs of
Prophet Adam (PBUH). The Muslim women of this world; however, will be
superior to Alhur Al’'een in Paradise.

As humans are the most superior creation of Allah (SWT); Muslim women will be
superior to Alhur Al'een. So a houri, who is one of the delights of Paradise, was only
created in Paradise for the sake of someone else, and has been made the reward for the
believing man’s righteous deeds.
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Muslim women are from the off-springs of Adam and the rewards of Paradise are
created for them.

Therefore, it is clear that Muslim women will not feel jealous of Alhur Al'een as
righteous women of this world will be much more superior and beautiful than Alhur
Al’een in Jannah (Paradise). Muslim women of this worldly life will be superior to
Alhur Al'een due to the acts of worship and obedience that they performed in this
world. Therefore, the believing (Muslim) women will enter Paradise just like the
believing men. If a Muslim woman had a number of husbands, she, upon entering
Paradise with them, would choose among them the one with the best character and
behaviour.

The following two Hadiths confirm the fact stated above:

% Ummu Salamah (Radiahallahu Anha) narrates that she said to the
Prophet (PBUH) “O Rastlullah, are the women of this world superior
or the hiirs (of Paradise)?” He replied, “The women of this world will
have superiority over the hiirs (houris) just as the outer lining of a
garment has superiority over the inner lining.” Ummu Salamah R.A
then asked, “O Rastilullah, what is the reason for this?” He answered,
“Because they performed saldh, fasted, and worshipped [Allah]. Allah
will put light on their faces and silk on their bodies. [The human
women] will be fair in complexion and will wear green clothing and
yellow jewellery. Their incense-burners will be made of pearls and
their combs will be of gold. They will say, ‘We are the women who
will stay forever and we will never die. We are the women who will
always remain in comfort and we will never undergo difficulty. We
are the women who will stay and we will never leave. Listen, we are
happy women and we will never become sad. Glad tidings to those
men for whom we are and who are for us.’(At-Tabarani / Dai'f]
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% Al-Qurtubi said: Abu Bakr ibn al-Najjaad said: Ja’far ibn Mohammad
ibn Shaakir told us, ‘Ubayd ibn Ishaaq al-‘Attaar told us, Sinaan ibn
Haaroon told us, from Humayd from Anas that: Umm Habeebah the
wife of the Prophet (PBUH) said: “O Messenger of Allah, if a woman
had two husbands in this life, then they all died and came together in
Paradise, with which of them would she be - the first or the last?” He
said: “With the one whose attitude and conduct with her was best, O
Umm Habeebah; a good attitude brings one the best of this world
and the Hereafter.”[Al-Qurtubi: Al-Tadhkirah fi Ahwaal al-Mawtaa
wa’l-Aakhirah, 2/278 / Dai'f]
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Some people may ask: there will be multiple wives or Alhur Al'een in Paradise for
Muslim men then what is for Muslim women?

As stated in above mentioned Hadiths, the status of the believing woman in Paradise
will be higher than the status of Alhur Al'een: she will be more superior and more
beautiful. If a righteous woman from among the people of this world enters Paradise,
then she will do so as a reward for her righteous deeds and as an honour from Allah to
her for her religious commitment and righteousness. The houri, who is one of the
delights of Paradise, is an immortal woman, who does not age. She speaks softly and
does not raise voice at her man: she is always reconciled with him. Having been
brought up in luxury, she is a luxury herself. She has only been created in Paradise for
the sake of someone else, and has been made the reward for the believing man for his
righteous deeds. There is a great difference between one who enters Paradise as a
reward for her righteous deeds and the one who was created as a reward for one who
did righteous deeds. The former is a queen and a princess, and the latter, no matter
how beautiful she is, is undoubtedly lower in status than a queen, and she (the houri)
is subject to the command of her believing master (man) for whom Allah created her
as a reward.

Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaymeen, may Allah have mercy on him, was asked: Does the
description of the Alhur Al’een include the women of this world? He replied:

% It seems to me that the women of this world will be better than the
hoor al-‘iyn, even in outward appearance, and Allah knows best.
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Men and women have different needs and wants, so obviously rewards would differ.
But overall the rewards for both men and women will be equal (but not same) as Allah
(SWT) says in the following verses of the Holy Quran:

R/
L X4

“And whoever does righteous good deeds, male or female, and is a
true believer in the Oneness of AllAh (Muslim), such will enter
Paradise and not the least injustice, even to the size of a Nagqira
(speck on the back of a date stone), will be done to them.” [An-Nisa'

41124]
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“Whoever works righteousness, whether male or female, while he (or
she) is a true believer (of Islamic Monotheism) verily, to him We will
give a good life (in this world with respect, contentment and lawful
provision), and We shall pay them certainly a reward in proportion
to the best of what they used to do (i.e. Paradise in the Hereafter).”
[An-Nahl 16:97]
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The following are some hadiths mentioning the number of the Houris that Muslims
will get in paradise in addition to the wives of this world:

R/
L X4

Narrated Abu Huraira: The Prophet (PBUH) said, "The first batch (of
people) who will enter Paradise will be (glittering) like the full moon,
and the batch next to them will be (glittering) like the most brilliant
star in the sky. Their hearts will be as if the heart of a single man, for
they will have neither enmity nor jealousy amongst themselves;
everyone will have two wives from the houris, (who will be so
beautiful, pure and transparent that) the marrow of the bones of
their legs will be seen through the bones and the flesh."[Bukhari]
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It was narrated from Migdam bin Ma’'dikarib that the Messenger of
Allah (PBUH) said: The martyr has six things (in store) with Allah:
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He is forgiven from the first drop of his blood that is shed; he is
shown his place in Paradise; he is spared the torment of the grave; he
is kept safe from the Great Fright; he is adorned with a garment of
faith; he is married to (wives) from among the wide-eyed houris; and
he is permitted to intercede for seventy of his relatives.” [Ibn Majah /
Hasan]
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Narrated Al-Migdam bin Ma'diykarib: That the Messenger of Allah
(PBUH) said: "There are six things with Allah for the martyr. He is
forgiven with the first flow of blood (he suffers), he is shown his
place in Paradise, he is protected from punishment in the grave,
secured from the greatest terror, the crown of dignity is placed upon
his head - and its gems are better than the world and what is in it -
he is married to seventy two wives along Alhur-ul-’een of Paradise,
and he may intercede for seventy of his close relatives."[Abu 'Eisa
said:] This Hadith is Hasan Sahih. Jami’ At-Tirmithi]
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Sahl bin Mu'ad bin Anas narrated from his father, that the Prophet
(PBUH) said:

"Whoever suppresses his rage, while he is able to exact it, Allah will
call him before the heads of creation [on the Day of Judgement] so
that he can chose whichever of the Hur he wishes."[Jami’ At-Tirmithi
/ Hasan]
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Another speciality of Jannah is that the beauty and charm of men and women will
continuously increase and so the love and affection between husbands and wives will
likewise continuously increase. It will be just the opposite of what happens in this
world.

% Anas (May Allah be pleased with him) said: The Messenger of Allah
(PBUH) said, "In Jannah there is a market to which the people will
come every Friday. The northern wind will blow and shower
fragrance on their faces and clothes and, consequently, it will
enhance their beauty and loveliness. They will then return to their
wives who will also have increased in their beauty and loveliness, and
their families will say to them: 'We swear by Allah that you have
been increased in beauty and loveliness since leaving us.' Thereupon
they will reply: "We swear by Allah that you have also been increased
in beauty and loveliness since we left you." [Muslim]
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Some may question how we would be able to have intercourse with the wives in
paradise. However, we must pay close attention to what the Quran actually says in this
regard:

Allah (SWT) says in the Holy Quran:

o,

% “So (it will be), and We shall marry them to Houris (female fair ones)
with wide, lovely eyes.” [Ad-Dukhéan 44:54]
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% But those who believe and do righteous deeds - We will admit them
to gardens beneath which rivers flow, wherein they abide forever. For
them therein are purified spouses, and We will admit them to
deepening shade. [An-Nisd' 4: 57]
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The word used here is ‘azwaaj’ which means ‘spouse’ in Arabic. Notice, the key word,
spouses. The Alhur Al'een will be the wives of Muslim men in Paradise. If a man has
intercourse with his wife, is that fornication? Of course not, she is his spouse. So, if a
man can legitimately have intercourse with his spouse here on earth, then why can’t a
man legitimately have intercourse with his spouse in paradise?

Doubtlessly we, the Muslim men and women, are promised to have what we want in
Paradise (Jannah);

Allah (SWT) says in the Holy Quran:

R/

% “Therein you shall have (all) that your inner selves desire, and
therein you shall have (all) for which you ask for.” [Fussilat 41:31]
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% “They shall have all that they will desire with their Lord. That is the
reward of Muhsin@in (pious-good doers).” [Az-Zumar 39:34]
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Therefore in Paradise a Muslim, whether male or female, will have everything that
they wish for and they will abide therein forever. So we should strive for this absolute
success by doing good and righteous deeds. There are many temptations in this world
(mostly created by Satan) from which we have to seek refuge with Alldh alone and fear
Allah much and abstain from all kinds of sins and evil deeds which He has forbidden.

/7

% “Verily! he (satan) has no power over those who believe and put their
trust only in their Lord (Alldh).”“His (satan’s) power is only over
those who obey and follow him (satan), and those who join partners
with Him (Alldh) [i.e. those who are Mushrik@in-polytheists].” [An-
Nahl 16:99-100]
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4.2 Worldly women in Paradise

Based on the texts of the Book and the Sunnah, we understand that the women of
Jannah are of two types: the women of the Dunya who were rewarded with Jannah
(from Mankind and the Jinn), and: the Hur Al'een who have never been in the Dunya,
but were created in Jannah for the believers.

It should also be known that from the worldly women who are rewarded with Jannah,
there are those who are superior to the Alhur Al'een.
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% Narrated Anas [may Allah be pleased with him]: that the Prophet
(PBUH) said: "Sufficient for you among the women of mankind are
Mariam bint 'Imran, Khadijah bint Khuwailid, Fatimah bint
Mohammad and Asiyah the wife of Fir'awn."(Jami’ At-Tirmithi /
Sahih)
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Indeed from the scholars are those who held that the women of Jannah who were in
this world and earned Jannah are all better than the Hur Al’een, since one was created
in Jannah, while the other was rewarded with Jannah through their Iman and
righteous deeds and, thus, are superior.

There are a number of characteristics mentioned concerning the worldly women who
were rewarded with Jannah, after being in the Dunya.

From that we conclude:

1. Allah will purify them. Allah the Most High says:

o,

% “And give glad tidings to those who believe and do righteous good
deeds that for them will be gardens beneath which rivers flow. Every
time they will be provided with a fruit therefrom they will say this is
what we were provided with before and they will be given things in
resemblance and they will have therein purified spouses and they
will abide therein forever” (A Baqarah 2:25)
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Concerning the portion of the verse “...they will have therein purified spouses,” Ibn
Abbas and Ibn Mas’ood said: “They will not have menses, neither will they defecate,
urinate, break wind or have mucus.”

2. Allah will ‘recreate’ them.

In this regard, Allah the Almighty states:

K/

% “Verily we will create them of special creation, and will make them
virgins, Loving and playful (with their husbands) of equal age” (Al
Waagji’ah 56: 35-37)
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Concerning the statement in the verse ‘...Verily we will create them of special creation,
Imam Ibn Katheer mentioned:

R/

s “That is, we will renew their creation in the hereafter after them
being elderly (in the dunya) having white secretion in their eyes (due
to old age). They will become virgins, young, elegant, beautiful and
playful with their husbands” (Tafseer Ibn Katheer 7/531)

Ibn Abbas mentioned: “He (Allah) intends here, Adamiyaat (i.e. women from the
children of Aadam, since some held that the intent with the verse are the Hur Al'een).
What brings clarity to this, is the following hadith of the messenger (PBUH):

% “Hasan Basri radiyallahu anhu says that an old woman came to
Rasoolullah sallallahu alaihe wasallam and made a request, O
Messenger of Allah make Dua that Allah grants me entrance into
Jannah. Rasoolullah sallallahu alaihe wasallam replied, O Mother, an
old woman cannot enter Jannah. That woman started crying and
began to leave. Rasoolullah sallallahu alaihe wasallam said, Say to the
woman that one will not enter in a state of old age, but Allah will
make all the women of Jannah young virgins. Allah Ta'ala says, Lo!
We have created them a (new) creation and made them virgins,
lovers, equal in age. (Surah Waagi'ah, 35-37).[As-Silsilah As-Sahihah
— Al-Albani / Sahih No 2987. Also in Shama’il Mohammadiyah book
36, hadith 240)
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Will a husband and wife be together in Jannah if Allah (SWT) grants them the reward
of paradise? How about other friends and family members from the dunya? Will one
be together with them in Jannah if they are granted Jannah by Allah (SWT)?

When a believer enters Paradise, if his wife was righteous then she will be his wife in
Paradise too. Allah says:

K/

% “And (Eden) Paradise (everlasting Gardens), which they shall enter
and (also) those who acted righteously from among their fathers, and
their wives, and their offspring. And angels shall enter unto them
from every gate...” [Ar-Ra’d 13:23].
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Imam Ibn Jareer Al-Tabari said in Jaami’ al-Bayaan ‘an Ta'weel Aayi’'l-Qur’aan:

“(In the phrase) those who acted righteously from among their
fathers, and their wives, and their offspring, Allah, may He be
glorified, is saying that there will be admitted to Paradise those
whom He describes as those who fulfil the Covenant of Allah, those
who join that which Allah has commanded to be joined (i.e.,
upholding the ties of kinship) and fear their Lord, and who remain
patient, seeking their Lord’s Countenance, (and) perform al-Salaah -
those who do the deeds mentioned in the three preceding aayaat.
‘Those’ who acted righteously from among their fathers, and their
wives, and their offspring refers to their wives, their families and
their offspring, and their ‘righteousness’ is their faith in Allah and
their obedience to His commands and the commands of His
Messenger (PBUH).”

They will be with their spouses, reclining in the shade of Paradise, filled with the
deepest joy. Allah (SWT) says:

o,

% “They and their wives will be in pleasant shade, reclining on
thrones.” [Ya-Sin 36:56] )
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% “Enter Paradise, you and your wives, in happiness.” [Az-Zukhruf
43:70]
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Among the bountiful and abundant blessings that Allah bestows upon His creation is
that if the believers’ offspring follow them in faith, they will be joined with their
fathers in the same level of Paradise even if they themselves did not reach that level.
This is so that their parents may have the joy of seeing their offspring. Allah says:

K/

% “And those who believe and whose offspring follow them in Faith, -
to them shall We join their offspring, and We shall not decrease the

”»

reward of their deeds in anything...” [At-Tur 52:21]
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SECTION 5: INHABITANTS OF PARADISE

5.1 Who are the people of Paradise?
We could go on and on about the Prophet's description of Paradise and the people of
Paradise. So who are these people who will be allowed to live in Paradise?

Allah (SWT) says:

R/

% "And they say: 'None shall enter Paradise unless he be a Jew or a
Christian." Those are their (vain) desires. Say, 'Produce your proof if
you are truthful.' [Al-Bagarah 2:111]
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% "(Namely) those whose lives the angels take in a state of purity,
saying (to them), 'Peace be on you, enter you the Garden, because of
(the good) which you did (in the world)." [An-Nahl 16:32]
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When Allah (SWT) mentions in the Quran those who will attain Paradise, He

constantly mentions the believers (Muttageen). He (SWT) says:

o,

% "Indeed the Muttaqoon will be amongst the Gardens and water-
springs.” [Al-Hijr 15:45]

(45) s 3 <lia 8 o) o
He also says:

7

% "Verily, the Muttaqoon will be in a place of security, among Gardens
and Springs, dressed in fine silk and (also) in thick silk, facing each
other. This is how it shall be, and We shall marry them to Houris
with wide, lovely eyes. They will request therein for every kind of
fruit in peace and security." [Ad-Dukhan 44:51-55]
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So who are the believers and how do we become one of them? Allah (SWT) says:

K/

% "They believe in Allah and the Last Day, and they enjoin what is right
and forbid the wrong and they strive with one another in hastening
to good deeds, and those are among the good." [Al-Imran 3:114]
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Allah (SWT) also says of the believers:

% "But the Apostle and those who believe with him strive hard with
their property and their persons; and these it is who shall have the
good things and these it is who shall be successful." [At-Tawbah
9:88]
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% "Allah has purchased of the believers their persons and their goods;
for theirs (in return) is the Garden (of Paradise): they fight in His
cause, and slay and are slain: a promise binding on Him in truth,
through the Law, the Gospel, and the Qur'an: and who is more
faithful to his covenant than Allah? Then rejoice in the bargain,
which you have concluded: that is the achievement supreme.” [At-
Tawbah 9:111]
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% "But those who have faith and work righteousness, they are
companions of the Garden: Therein shall they abide (forever)." [Al-
Baqarah 2:82]
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% "Or do you think that you shall enter the Garden (of bliss) without
such (trials) as came to those who passed away before you? They
encountered suffering and adversity, and were so shaken in spirit
that even the Apostle and those of faith who were with him cried,
'When (will come) the help of Allah?" Ah! Verily, the help of Allah is
(always) near!" [Al-Bagarah 2:214]
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What Allah and His Messenger (PBUH) are conveying to us is that the people of
Paradise are those who are God-conscious, and God-fearing.
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Only those who fear Allah as He ought to be feared, and are motivated by that fear to
do acts of righteousness, will attain success. The one who is conscious of the Creator
in every aspect of life and turns to Him in true submission, will have purchased for
himself safety and security on a day when there will be none, except for Allah’s mercy.
Allah (SWT) does not cause a soul to suffer fear twice, the fear of Him in this world,
and the fear on The Day of Judgment. In regards to this, the Messenger of Allah said,

R/

% "Allah says, 'l do not combine for my servants two states of fear, or
two states of safety. So if he feels safe from Me in this world I will
cause him to fear on The Day of Judgment, and if he fears Me in the
world, I will cause him to be safe on The Day of Judgment."

[Narrator is Al-Hassan Al-Basry. Muhadith is Al Albani in As-Silsilah

As-Sahiha. If it is not due to al-irsaal, isnaduhu Sahih]
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It is important, therefore, that Muslims know the characteristics of those who will be
the inheritors of Paradise. But it is unfortunate that many of today's Muslims perceive
that it is sufficient for one to pronounce the Shahadah by his tongue for him to be
entitled to enter Paradise, regardless of whether he lived according to Islam. But the
Shahadah requires more than the mere utterance of it. In fact, this is one of the most
mentioned aspects of Islam in the Qur'an and Sunnah. The essence of Iman is deeds:
deeds of the heart and deeds of the tongue and other body parts. Deeds are to be
continued till one leaves this world. The Qur'an warns us that deeds are the basis on
which we are to be judged, not only the utterance of the Shahadah:

7

% "It is not by your wishes, nor the wishes of the People of the Book:
whoever does wrong shall be punished for it, and he will find none
other than Allah as a protector or helper.”" [An-Nisa 4:123]
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Thus entering Paradise requires that we live and die as believers. The first step is belief
in Allah and His Messenger, and consequently, leaving all acts of shirk - whether it be
wearing talismans, supplicating to others than Allah or simply showing off. This also
means directing all acts of ibadah to none but Allah, Subhanahu wa ta'ala. The next
step is obeying Allah and His Messenger, avoiding bid'ah and innovations, and
carrying out all compulsory acts of worship which He has prescribed. Once we are
steadfast and regular in what we must do, we can then proceed to the next level of
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iman and worship, by doing the things that we have been encouraged to do. By
increasing out acts of worship, and remembrance of Allah we will inevitably leave sin
and help safeguard ourselves from Fire.

We should also strive to:

o Protect our minds from thoughts, which are evil, because evil actions begin
with evil thoughts.

Protect our eyes by lowering our gazes and not looking at forbidden things.
Protect our ears from lewd or evil speech where there is sin. We should also
avoid listening to lies, gossip, slander, or blasphemy.

o Protect our tongues by saying always what is correct and true, keeping it moist
with the remembrance of Allah, and keeping away from backbiting and other
evil speech.

o Protect our stomachs by eating the halal and keeping away from the haram. We
should beware of consuming usury, carrion, swine or drinking intoxicants or
taking drugs.

o Protect our hands from taking that which does not belong to us, or from doing

harm to others.

Protect our legs from taking us to evil, corruption and the ultimate doom.

Protect our private parts from unlawful sexual intercourse.

Protect our wealth by not squandering it or holding on to it too tightly.

o O O O

Protect our oaths, witnesses and trusts by not knowingly breaching or breaking
a contract or pledge. We should not exceed our agreements, testify to falsehood
or break our trusts.

o Protect our families and children by keeping them away from the things that
may be harmful and that which may corrupt their minds and their souls.

It is true that only Allah knows who the believers are, but that should not stop us from
striving to be among them, for the believers will have eternal bliss and complete
success. Allah (SWT) says,

K/

% "So no soul knows the delight of the eyes which is hidden for them; a
reward for what they did." [As-Sajdah 32:17]
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We now stand at the start of the race, so let us run forward quickly to the finish line,
where the gates of Paradise will open for those who strive as they should. The
Messenger of Allah, (PBUH), said,

K/

% "Anas b. Malik reported: The Paradise is surrounded by hardships
and the Hell-Fire is surrounded by temptations.[Muslim]
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Despite this, Allah and His Messenger have left clues along the path, for us to follow in
order to make our journey easier. All roads may lead to Rome, but not all paths lead to
Allah and His Paradise. We must plan our journey by using only the road map given to
us by Allah and His Messenger (PBUH).

5.2 The first person to enter Paradise

The first of mankind to enter Paradise will be our Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) and
the first nation to enter Paradise will be our Muslim Ummah. The first member of this
ummah to enter will be Abu Bakr as-Siddiq (radiAllahu anhu):

% “Anas b. Malik reported: The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: I will
come to the gate of Paradise on the Day of Resurrection, and would
seek its opening. And the keeper would say: Who art thou? I would
say: Mohammad. He would then say: It is for thee that I have been
ordered, and not to open it for anyone before thee.” (Muslim)
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% “Abu Huraira reported Allah's Messenger (PBUH) as saying: We are
the last (but) we would be the first on the Day of Resurrection, and
we would be the first to enter Paradise, but that they were given the
Book before us and we were given after them. They disagreed and
Allah guided us aright on whatever they disagreed regarding the
truth. And it was this day of theirs about which they disagreed, but
Allah guided us to it, and that is Friday for us; the next day is for the
Jews and the day following for the Christians.” (Muslim)
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% “Narrated Abu Hurairah: The Prophet (PBUH) said: Gabriel came
and taking me by the hand showed the gate of Paradise by which my
people will enter. Abu Bakr then said: Messenger of Allah! I wish I
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had been with you so that I might have looked at it. The Messenger
of Allah (PBUH) then said: You, Abu Bakr, will be the first of my
people to enter Paradise. (Al-Hakim, Ibin Hajar / Sahih 5/396)
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Narrated Abu Huraira: The Prophet (PBUH) said, "The first batch (of
people) who will enter Paradise will be (glittering) like the full
moon, and the batch next to them will be (glittering) like the most
brilliant star in the sky. Their hearts will be as if the heart of a single
man, for they will have neither enmity nor jealousy amongst
themselves; everyone will have two wives from the houris, (who will
be so beautiful, pure and transparent that) the marrow of the bones
of their legs will be seen through the bones and the flesh."[Bukhari]
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5.3 Seven types of people in Paradise

The following hadith speaks about seven types of people in Jannah:

/7
A X4

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
Prophet (PBUH) said, "Seven are (the persons) whom Allah will give
protection with His Shade* on the Day when there will be no shade
except His Shade (i.e., on the Day of Resurrection), and they are: A
just ruler; a youth who grew up with the worship of Allah; a person
whose heart is attached to the mosque; two persons who love and
meet each other and depart from each other for the sake of Allah; a
man whom a beautiful and high ranking woman seduces (for illicit
relation), but he (rejects this offer by saying): 'I fear Allah’; a person
who gives a charity and conceals it (to such an extent) that the left
hand might not know what the right has given; and a person who
remembers Allah in solitude and his eyes well up." [Al-Bukhari and
Muslim].
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* The Shade of Allah to which this Hadith refers to is the shade of
His Throne.
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The Prophet (PBUH) spoke about small acts of worship which result in such a huge
reward: shade on the Day when there will be no shade except His Shade. This may not
seem like much at first but then reflect upon the following Hadith:

7

% 'Miqdad b. Aswad reported: I heard Allah's Messenger (may peace he
upon him) as saying: On the Day of Resurrection, the sun would
draw so close to the people that there would be left only a distance of
one mile. Sulaim b. Amir said: By Allah, I do not know whether he
meant by" mile" the mile of the (material) earth or the instrument
used for applying collyrium to the eye. (The Prophet is, however,
reported to have said): The people would be submerged in
perspiration according to their deeds, some up to their. knees, Some
up to the waist and some would have the bridle of perspiration and,
while saying this, Allah's Apostle (PBUH) pointed his hand towards
his mouth.{Muslim}.
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So who would want more on this Day than to be under the shade and protection of
Allah (SWT).

Let us examine now the characteristics and virtues of these seven categories of people
who will be worthy of such an exalted position on the Day of Gathering:

1. 'A Just Ruler...'

The concept of Justice in Islam is very important and it is something which the
Muslim - ruler and the ruled - must apply in all matters without exception. Justice
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means to give each the right they deserve: Muslim or non-Muslim, relative or stranger,
friend or enemy. Allah says:

7

% '...And do not let hatred cause you to act unjustly, that is nearer to
piety. (Al-Ma’ida 5:8)
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Unfortunately, even if we admit this in theory, we quickly forget it in practice. So we
find that when we speak about our friends and loved ones, we praise them beyond
reason and when we speak about those whom we hold difference with, we can find no
good in them and we just capitalise on their bad points. This is far removed from the
justice that Allah loves and gives great reward for, as mentioned in the following
Hadith:

% ' It was narrated from 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-'As that: The
Prophet [PBUH] said: "Those who are just and fair will be with Allah,
Most High, on thrones of light, at the right hand of the Most
Merciful, those who are just in their rulings and in their dealings
with their families and those of whom they are in charge."
Mohammad (one of the narrators) said in his Hadith: "And both of
His hands are right hands.” (sunan An-Nasai’ / Sahih)
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The concept of justice is most important for the ruler, since he is in charge of his
people and the primary disposer of justice in the land. For this reason, the Ruler is
given special mention as one of the seven who will be honoured with Allah's Shade.

2 'A youth who grew up in the worship of Allah...'

Indeed, it is a great blessing from Allah for a youth to be guided towards worship and
be befriended by the righteous, since it is in youth that a person is most vulnerable to
the temptations of life and tend to drift away from the Islamic Path. This becomes
apparent when we look at the society around us and we see that most of the worldly
distractions, such as music, games, clubs, fashion etc. are all specifically targeted to
the young. 'You're only young once', they are told. That is why many Muslims
nowadays waste their youth thinking that they will pray, wear hijaab and go on Hajj
when they are old, as if though they sre guaranteed longevity by Allah! We should
strive to implement our beloved Prophet's advice when he said:
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% 'Take benefit of five before five: your youth before your old age, your
health before your sickness, your wealth before your poverty, your
free time before you are preoccupied and your life before your death.'
Saheeh - Narrated by Ibn Abbas & collected in al-Haakim & others.
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3. 'A man whose heart is attached to the mosques...'

There is great encouragement in the Sunnah for men to pray in the mosques and the
reward associated with it is tremendous. It must be emphasised here however, that all
the Hadith encouraging the men to be attached to the mosques are not intended to
lead one to the conclusion that Islam is a religion which should be confined to the
mosques, as many people perceive. Nonetheless, the mosque should be at the heart of
the Muslim community, and the role of those in authority of the mosques is vital here.
They are the ones mainly responsible for making the mosque a welcome refuge for all
the Muslims.

4. "Two men who love each other for Allah's sake, meeting for that and parting upon
that....

Having mutual love for the sake of Allah is one of the great doors leading to the good
of the Hereafter and a cause of tasting the sweetness of Iman in this world. Loving one
another for Allah's sake, means that the Muslim does not love another except for the
correctness of his Deen. So it does not matter what the person looks like, what he
wears, how rich or poor he is, where he comes from, or the colour of his skin. Perhaps
you dislike everything about him, but you love him for his Iman: this is loving for
Allah's sake. It is narrated in the hadith that Allah, the Mighty and Magnificent says:

% Mu'adh (bin Jabal) (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, "Allah, the Exalted, has said: 'For
those who love one another for the sake of My Glory, there will be
seats of light (on the Day of Resurrection), and they will be envied by
the Prophets and martyrs" (At-Tirmithi /Hasan Sahih).
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SubhanAllah! Imagine being envied by Allah's chosen Messengers and those who were
slain in His Path! Such is the reward of those who love one another for Allah's sake.

5. 'A man who is called by a woman of beauty and position but says: 'l fear Allah...’
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This world is full of temptations which lead to burning in the Fire and amongst them
is the temptation of women. The Prophet warned his Ummah specifically about this.
Abu Sa'id Khudri reported that Allah's Messenger (PBUH) said:

R/

% The world is sweet and green (alluring) and verily Allah is going to
install you as vicegerent in it in order to see how you act. So avoid
the allurement of women: verily, the first trial for the people of Isra'il
was caused by women. And in the hadith transmitted on the
authority of Ibn Bashshar the words are:" So that He should see how
you act."( Sahih Muslim)
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The most important thing that we need to develop inside ourselves is the fear (khawf)
of Allah. This fact is alluded to in the following Qur’anic Aayah:

% 'But as for he who feared the position of his Lord and prevented the
soul from [unlawful] inclination. Then indeed, Paradise will be [his]
refuge ' (An-Nazia;at 79: 40-41)
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6. 'A man who gives in charity and hides it, such that his left hand does not know what
his right hand gives in charity..."

This describes the type of person who goes to great lengths to protect himself from ar-
Riyaa. Ar-Riyaa means to do deeds in order to earn the praise and recognition of
people. This sin destroys all the benefits that lie in doing righteous deeds and there is
a serious punishment for the one who commits it. It is particularly dangerous because
it is in man's nature to desire and enjoy the praise of others. Thus, great care has to be
taken to ensure that one's intentions begin and remain pure whenever good actions
(such as charity) are being done. Not like what we see today where we have mosque
notice boards announcing who gave what to whom, why and when. Allah warns:

K/

% 'O you who believe! Do not render vain your charity by reminders of
your generosity or by injury, like him who spends his wealth to be
seen of men and he does not believe in Allah nor in the Last Day.’
(Al-Baqgara 2: 264)
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7.'...A man who remembered Allah in private and so his eyes shed tears.'

Our noble Prophet (PBUH) informed us:

% Narrated ‘Aisha: The Prophet (PBUH) said, "O followers of
Mohammad! By Allah, if you knew what I know, you would weep
much and laugh little." (Bukhari)
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Crying is not a sissy' thing to do. The Prophet, who was the best of all creation, would
weep as would all of his Companions. Tears are a genuine expression of fear of Allah's
Punishment and of our sincere love and awe of Him. But how often do we remember
Allah in seclusion and moved to tears? How much do we laugh and how little do we
weep? The Prophet (PBUH) said:

% Ibn 'Abbas (May Allah be pleased with them) reported: I heard the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) saying, "Two eyes will never be touched
by the fire of Hell; an eye which weeps out of Fear of Allah and an
eye which spends the night in guarding in the Cause of Allah ." (At-
Tirmithi in Riyad As-Salihin / Hasan)
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Alhamdulillaah, through these seven types of people mentioned in the Hadith, we
have been given clear signs of the way to attain Allah's pleasure and satisfaction. We
should strive to be amongst those seven categories of people, for indeed fortunate will
be those who are granted Allah's Shade on the Day when there will be no shade but
His.

5.4 The first group admitted to Paradise
% Mohammad reported that some (persons) stated with a sense of
pride and some discussed whether there would be more men in
Paradise or more women. It was upon this that Abu Huraira reported
that Abu'l Qasim (the Holy Prophet) (PBUH) said: The (members) of
the first group to get into Paradise would have their faces as bright as
full moon during the night, and the next to this group would have
their faces as bright as the shining stars in the sky, and every person
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would have two wives and the marrow of their shanks would
glimmer beneath the flesh and there would be none without a wife in
Paradise. (Sahih Muslim).
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Abu Huraira through another chain of transmitters said that Allah's
Messenger (PBUH) said: The (members of the) first group which
would get into Paradise will have their faces as bright as stars in the
sky. They would neither pass water, nor void excrement, nor will
they suffer from catarrh, nor will they spit, and their combs would be
made of gold, and their sweat will be musk, the fuel of their brazier
will be aloes, and their wives will be large-eyed maidens and their
form would be alike as one single person after the form of their
father (Adam) sixty cubits tall.(Muslim)
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Abu Huraira reported Allah's Messenger (PBUH) as saying: The first
group of my Ummah to get into Paradise would be like a full moon
in the night. Then those who would be next to them; they would be
like the most significantly glittering stars in regard to brightness,
then after them (others) in ranks. They would neither void
excrement, nor pass water, nor suffer from catarrh, nor would they
spit. And their combs would be made of gold, and the fuel of their
braziers would be aloes and their sweat would be musk and their
form would be the form of one single person according to the length
of their father sixty cubits tall. This hadith has been transmitted on
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the authority of Ibn Abi Shaiba with a slight variation of
wording.(Muslim)
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5.5 The believer’s family joining him in Paradise

Will the people of Heaven be reunited with their loved ones who go to Hell? Is it
possible to take loved ones out of Hell, since all requests in Heaven are granted
(assuming they know about their fate)?

The people of Paradise will be reunited with their loved ones of whom went to Hell,
given that they were believers of Tawheed (the oneness of Allah). That will be by
virtue of their intercession for them, to be brought forth from Hell and admitted to
Paradise. The evidence for that was narrated by al-Bukhari in Kitaab al-Tawheed, no.

7440:

% Narrated Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri: We said, "O Allah's Messenger! Shall
we see our Lord on the Day of Resurrection?" He said, "Do you have
any difficulty in seeing the sun and the moon when the sky is clear?"
We said, "No." He said, "So you will have no difficulty in seeing your
Lord on that Day as you have no difficulty in seeing the sun and the
moon (in a clear sky)." The Prophet then said, "Somebody will then
announce, 'Let every nation follow what they used to worship.' So the
companions of the cross will go with their cross, and the idolaters
(will go) with their idols, and the companions of every god (false
deities) (will go) with their god, till there remain those who used to
worship Allah, both the obedient ones and the mischievous ones,
and some of the people of the Scripture. Then Hell will be presented
to them as if it were a mirage. Then it will be said to the Jews, "What
did you use to worship?' They will reply, 'We used to worship Ezra,
the son of Allah.' It will be said to them, 'You are liars, for Allah has
neither a wife nor a son. What do you want (now)?' They will reply,
'We want You to provide us with water.' Then it will be said to them
'Drink," and they will fall down in Hell (instead). Then it will be said
to the Christians, "What did you use to worship?'

They will reply, 'We used to worship Messiah, the son of Allah.' It
will be said, 'You are liars, for Allah has neither a wife nor a son.
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What: do you want (now)?' They will say, 'We want You to provide
us with water.' It will be said to them, 'Drink," and they will fall down
in Hell (instead). When there remain only those who used to
worship Allah (Alone), both the obedient ones and the mischievous
ones, it will be said to them, "What keeps you here when all the
people have gone?' They will say, 'We parted with them (in the
world) when we were in greater need of them than we are today, we
heard the call of one proclaiming, 'Let every nation follow what they
used to worship,’ and now we are waiting for our Lord." Then the
Almighty will come to them in a shape other than the one which
they PBUH the first time, and He will say, 'I am your Lord," and they
will say, 'You are not our Lord.' And none will speak: to Him then but
the Prophets, and then it will be said to them, 'Do you know any sign
by which you can recognize Him?' They will say. "The Shin," and so
Allah will then uncover His Shin whereupon every believer will
prostrate before Him and there will remain those who used to
prostrate before Him just for showing off and for gaining good
reputation. These people will try to prostrate but their backs will be
rigid like one piece of a wood (and they will not be able to prostrate).
Then the bridge will be laid across Hell." We, the companions of the
Prophet (PBUH) said, "O Allah's Messenger! What is the bridge?'

He said, "It is a slippery (bridge) on which there are clamps and
(Hooks like) a thorny seed that is wide at one side and narrow at the
other and has thorns with bent ends. Such a thorny seed is found in
Najd and is called As-Sa'dan. Some of the believers will cross the
bridge as quickly as the wink of an eye, some others as quick as
lightning, a strong wind, fast horses or she-camels. So some will be
safe without any harm; some will be safe after receiving some
scratches, and some will fall down into Hell (Fire). The last person
will cross by being dragged (over the bridge).” The Prophet (PBUH)
said, "You (Muslims) cannot be more pressing in claiming from me a
right that has been clearly proved to be yours than the believers in
interceding with Almighty for their (Muslim) brothers on that Day,
when they see themselves safe.

They will say, 'O Allah! (Save) our brothers (for they) used to pray
with us, fast with us and also do good deeds with us.' Allah will say,
'Go and take out (of Hell) anyone in whose heart you find faith equal
to the weight of one (gold) Dinar." Allah will forbid the Fire to burn
the faces of those sinners. They will go to them and find some of
them in Hell (Fire) up to their feet, and some up to the middle of
their legs. So they will take out those whom they will recognize and
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then they will return, and Allah will say (to them), 'Go and take out
(of Hell) anyone in whose heart you find faith equal to the weight of
one half Dinar.' They will take out whomever they will recognize and
return, and then Allah will say, 'Go and take out (of Hell) anyone in
whose heart you find faith equal to the weight of an atom (or a
smallest ant), and so they will take out all those whom they will
recognize." Abu Sa'id said: If you do not believe me then read the
Holy Verse:--

'Surely! Allah wrongs not even of the weight of an atom (or a smallest
ant) but if there is any good (done) He doubles it." (4.40) The
Prophet added, "Then the prophets and Angels and the believers will
intercede, and (last of all) the Almighty (Allah) will say, 'Now
remains My Intercession. He will then hold a handful of the Fire
from which He will take out some people whose bodies have been
burnt, and they will be thrown into a river at the entrance of
Paradise, called the water of life.

They will grow on its banks, as a seed carried by the torrent grows.
You have noticed how it grows beside a rock or beside a tree, and
how the side facing the sun is usually green while the side facing the
shade is white. Those people will come out (of the River of Life) like
pearls, and they will have (golden) necklaces, and then they will
enter Paradise whereupon the people of Paradise will say, "These are
the people emancipated by the Beneficent. He has admitted them
into Paradise without them having done any good deeds and without
sending forth any good (for themselves)." Then it will be said to
them, 'For you is what you have seen and its equivalent as
well."' (Bukhari)
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But for those who committed shirk, no forms of intercession will benefit them. Allah
(SWT) says:

R/

% “Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up with Him
(in worship), but He forgives except that (anything else) to whom He
wills”[An-Nisaa’ 4:48]

(48) ... et 5l A 555 L Shgs 4 A5 O s Y ) &)
Note that intercession is of two types:

“The first type is the kind of intercession that is exclusively preserved for Prophet
Mohammad (PBUH). This is of varying kinds, the greatest of which is the Great
Intercession in the Station of praise and glory (al-magaam al-mahmood) which Allah
has promised to him, as stated in this aayah (verse):
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R/

% ‘And in some parts of the night (also) offer the Salaah (prayer) with it
(i.e. recite the Qur’an in the prayer) as an additional prayer (Tahajjud
optional prayer Nawaafil) for you (O Mohammad). It may be that
your Lord will raise you to Magaam Mahmood (a station of praise
and glory, i.e., the honour of intercession on the Day of
Resurrection)’[Al-Israa’ 17:79]
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This intercession means that he will intercede for the people who are standing on the
Day of Resurrection, so that the distress they are suffering will be reduced.

The second type is the general intercession on the part of the Messenger (PBUH) for
all the believers. This is of various kinds:

1. Intercession for those who deserve Hell, so that they will not enter it. This is
indicated by the words of the Messenger (PBUH):

% “Abdullah b. 'Abbas reported that his son died in Qudaid or 'Usfan.
He said to Kuraib to see as to how many people had gathered there
for his (funeral). He (Kuraib) said: So I went out and I informed him
about the people who had gathered there. He (Ibn 'Abbas) said: Do
you think they are forty? He (Kuraib) said: Yes. Ibn 'Abbas then said
to them: Bring him (the dead body) out for I have heard Allah's
Messenger (PBUH) as saying: If any Muslim dies and forty men who
associate nothing with Allah stand over his prayer (they offer prayer
over him), Allah will accept them as intercessors for him. (Muslim).
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2. Intercession for those who have entered Hell, so that they will be brought forth from
it. It was narrated that Abu Sa’eed al-Khudri said:

% “Narrated Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri: We said, "O Allah's Messenger
(PBUH)! Shall we see our Lord on the Day of Resurrection?" He said,
"Do you have any difficulty in seeing the sun and the moon when the
sky is clear?" We said, "No." He said, "So you will have no difficulty in
seeing your Lord on that Day as you have no difficulty in seeing the
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sun and the moon (in a clear sky)." The Prophet then said,
"Somebody will then announce, 'Let every nation follow what they
used to worship.' So the companions of the cross will go with their
cross, and the idolaters (will go) with their idols, and the
companions of every god (false deities) (will go) with their god, till
there remain those who used to worship Allah, both the obedient
ones and the mischievous ones, and some of the people of the
Scripture. Then Hell will be presented to them as if it were a mirage.
Then it will be said to the Jews, "What did you use to worship?' They
will reply, "We used to worship Ezra, the son of Allah.' It will be said
to them, 'You are liars, for Allah has neither a wife nor a son. What
do you want (now)?'" They will reply, "We want You to provide us
with water.' Then it will be said to them 'Drink," and they will fall
down in Hell (instead). Then it will be said to the Christians, 'What
did you use to worship? They will reply, 'We used to worship
Messiah, the son of Allah.' It will be said, 'You are liars, for Allah has
neither a wife nor a son. What: do you want (now)?' They will say,
'We want You to provide us with water.' It will be said to them,
'Drink," and they will fall down in Hell (instead). When there remain
only those who used to worship Allah (Alone), both the obedient
ones and the mischievous ones, it will be said to them, "What keeps
you here when all the people have gone? They will say, 'We parted
with them (in the world) when we were in greater need of them than
we are today, we heard the call of one proclaiming, 'Let every nation
follow what they used to worship,’ and now we are waiting for our
Lord." Then the Almighty will come to them in a shape other than
the one which they saw the first time, and He will say, 'l am your
Lord," and they will say, 'You are not our Lord." And none will speak:
to Him then but the Prophets, and then it will be said to them, 'Do
you know any sign by which you can recognize Him?' They will say.
'The Shin," and so Allah will then uncover His Shin whereupon every
believer will prostrate before Him and there will remain those who
used to prostrate before Him just for showing off and for gaining
good reputation. These people will try to prostrate but their backs
will be rigid like one piece of a wood (and they will not be able to
prostrate). Then the bridge will be laid across Hell." We, the
companions of the Prophet (PBUH) said, "O Allah's Messenger!
What is the bridge? ‘He said, "It is a slippery (bridge) on which there
are clamps and (Hooks like) a thorny seed that is wide at one side
and narrow at the other and has thorns with bent ends. Such a
thorny seed is found in Najd and is called As-Sa'dan. Some of the
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believers will cross the bridge as quickly as the wink of an eye, some
others as quick as lightning, a strong wind, fast horses or she-camels.
So some will be safe without any harm; some will be safe after
receiving some scratches, and some will fall down into Hell (Fire).
The last person will cross by being dragged (over the bridge)." The
Prophet (PBUH) said, "You (Muslims) cannot be more pressing
in claiming from me a right that has been clearly proved to be
yours than the believers in interceding with Almighty for their
(Muslim) brothers on that Day, when they see themselves safe.
They will say, 'O Allah! (Save) our brothers (for they) used to
pray with us, fast with us and also do good deeds with us.' Allah
will say, 'Go and take out (of Hell) anyone in whose heart you
find faith equal to the weight of one (gold) Dinar.' Allah will
forbid the Fire to burn the faces of those sinners. They will go to
them and find some of them in Hell (Fire) up to their feet, and some
up to the middle of their legs. So they will take out those whom they
will recognize and then they will return, and Allah will say (to them),
'Go and take out (of Hell) anyone in whose heart you find faith equal
to the weight of one half Dinar.' They will take out whomever they
will recognize and return, and then Allah will say, 'Go and take out
(of Hell) anyone in whose heart you find faith equal to the weight of
an atom (or a smallest ant), and so they will take out all those whom
they will recognize." Abu Sa'id said: If you do not believe me then
read the Holy Verse: 'Surely! Allah wrongs not even of the weight of
an atom (or a smallest ant) but if there is any good (done) He
doubles it." (4.40) The Prophet added, "Then the prophets and
Angels and the believers will intercede, and (last of all) the Almighty
(Allah) will say, 'Now remains My Intercession. He will then hold a
handful of the Fire from which He will take out some people whose
bodies have been burnt, and they will be thrown into a river at the
entrance of Paradise, called the water of life. They will grow on its
banks, as a seed carried by the torrent grows. You have noticed how
it grows beside a rock or beside a tree, and how the side facing the
sun is usually green while the side facing the shade is white. Those
people will come out (of the River of Life) like pearls, and they will
have (golden) necklaces, and then they will enter Paradise
whereupon the people of Paradise will say, 'These are the people
emancipated by the Beneficent. He has admitted them into Paradise
without them having done any good deeds and without sending
forth any good (for themselves)." Then it will be said to them, 'For
you is what you have seen and its equivalent as well." (Bukhari)
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3. Intercession to raise the believers in status. This is because of the du’aa of the
believers for one another, as outlined in the following:

R/
L X4

“Umm Salamah (May Allah be pleased with her) reported: The
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) visited Abu Salamah (May Allah be
pleased with him) when his eyes were open soon after he died. He
closed them (the eyes) for him and said, "When the soul is taken
away, the sight follows it." Some members of his family began to
weep. He (PBUH) said: "Do not supplicate for your selves anything
but good, for the angels say 'amin’' to what you say." Then he said, "O
Allah! Forgive Abu Salamah, raise his rank among those who are
rightly-guided and grant him a successor from his descendants who
remain behind. Grant him pardon and us, too. O Rubb of the worlds.
Make his grave spacious for him and give him light in it." [Muslim].”
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5.6 The inhabitants of the upper apartments in Paradise

R/
L X4

Sahl b. Sa'd reported Allah's Messenger (PBUH) as saying: The
inmates of Paradise will look to the upper apartment of Paradise as
you see the planets in the sky. I narrated this hadith to Nu'man b.
Abi 'Aaisha and he said: | heard Abu Sa'id al-Khudri as saying: As you
see the shining planets in the eastern and western (sides of)
horizon.(Muslim)
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Abu Sa'id al-Khudri reported Allah's Messenger (PBUH) as saying:
The inmates of Paradise would see the inmates of the apartment over
them just as you see the shining planets which remain in the eastern
and the western horizon because of the superiority some have over
others. They said: Allah's Messenger would in these abodes of
Apostles others besides them not be able to reach? He said: Yes, they
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will, by Him, in whose hand is my life, those who believe in God and
acknowledge the Truth, will reach them. (Sahih Muslim).
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5.7 Those given the glad tidings of Paradise

The masters of the elderly in Jannah are Abu Bakr and 'Umar. The masters of the
youth are Al-Hassan and Al-Hussein. The master ladies of the women of Paradise are
Khadijah bint Khuwaylid, Fatima bint Mohammad (PBUH), Maryam bint 'Umran, and
Asiyyah bint Muzahim, the wife of the pharaoh.

We cannot say that anyone is guaranteed Jannah unless the Prophet (PBUH) has
informed us of it. This is because such information goes beyond our limits, and it
would be as though a mere human figure is replacing Allah’s position by determining
one’s place in heaven or hell.

% Narrated Abu Huraira: I heard Allah's Messenger (PBUH) saying,
"The good deeds of any person will not make him enter Paradise."
(i.e. None can enter Paradise through his good deeds.) They (the
Prophet's companions) said, 'Not even you, O Allah's Messenger? He
said, "Not even myself, unless Allah bestows His favour and mercy on
me." So be moderate in your religious deeds and do the deeds that
are within your ability: and none of you should wish for death, for if
he is a good doer, he may increase his good deeds, and if he is an evil
doer, he may repent to Allah." (Bukhari)
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5.7.1 Those given glad tidings of Jannah of men:

% Narrated 'Ali: that the Prophet (PBUH) said: "Abu Bakr and 'Umar
are the masters of the elder people among the inhabitants of
Paradise, from the first ones and the last ones, not including the
Prophets and the Messengers. Do not inform them O 'Ali." (Jami” At-
Tirmithi / Hasan)
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% Narrated Abu Sa'eed: that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: "Al-
Hasan and Al-Husain are the chiefs of the youth of Paradise."(Jami’
At-Tirmithi/ Sahih)
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Why does it differentiate the elders and the youth? Will everyone not be the same age

in Jannah? Yes, but some people will be considered elders because they died at an
older age. Some will be considered the youth because they died at a younger age.

% Narrated Hudhaifah: "My mother asked me: "When is your planned
time - meaning with the Prophet (PBUH)?' So I said: ' have not had
a planned time to see him since such and such time." She rebuked
me, so [ said to her: 'Let me go to the Prophet (PBUH) so that I may
perform Maghrib (prayer) with him, and ask him to seek forgiveness
for you and 1" So I came to the Prophet (PBUH), and I prayed
Maghrib with him, then he prayed until he prayed Al-'Isha. Then he
turned, and I followed him, and he heard my voice, and said: "'Who is
this? Hudhaifah?' I said: 'Yes.' He said: "What is your need, may Allah
forgive you and your mother?' He said: 'Indeed, this is an angel that
never descended to the earth ever before tonight. He sought
permission from his Lord to greet me with peace and to give me the
glad tidings that Fatimah is the chief of the women of Paradise, and
that Al-Hasan and Al-Husain are the chiefs of the youths of the
people of Paradise.' (Jami’ At-Tirmithi / Hasan)

«Cale b & Aaaa Gyl Y o dale B Balls (el 5l 2 43 A de i
bi‘—‘umnwuuf—Ufﬁde‘uf—‘wnun)wuf—‘du‘w‘uf—
LAL_ISSS (ASM}‘\_AQAH\L;AL;LJb 6.\;.1 d;@_cww\@.dudu‘mh
Mlc‘m\‘_;mu_d\cfa\‘;usal.@a_\hsu_mdhs ‘JS}\JSJ.LAJ@_CML;
@FMM&“‘F°M‘QJ‘4@3MHJ*‘MWM?S“J
"Oa "dA‘},[}gﬂ‘m\)s.cd.nbu"dU (su:_xﬁ "mh\&w"d\.&a

@MJ&C?&M}JU‘MJUJ\.\M\M‘Q& d.\ﬁ.kﬂua)ﬁ”d).ue}dh\& U\
d\ﬁ 4.\;1\ JA\ k_i\_u.u \.A.h.nu.u.n;j\‘j u...n;j\ u\_j‘\_\aj\ dA\ ;Luuodm‘bo}a\ﬁu\_i

121



CODE 5: PARADISE (JANNAH)

eela). QL) s e ) AR Y A5D 1% Ge Sy Gia Eus 1%
(O [ (g2l
5.7.2 Those given glad tidings of Paradise of women:

% Narrated Anas [may Allah be pleased with him]: that the Prophet
(PBUH) said: "Sufficient for you among the women of mankind are
Mariam bint 'Imran, Khadijah bint Khuwailid, Fatimah bint
Mohammad and Asiyah the wife of Fir'awn." (Jami’At-Tirmithi /
Sahih)
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The reason that the Prophet (PBUH) drew these four lines that it was an instructional
method to get the attention of the Sahabah. Usually, teachers would use methods to
get the attention of students. He knew that they did not know the answer, but he
wanted to get their attention. He (PBUH) did this frequently.

The greatest woman that has ever lived is Maryam bint ‘Imran (the mother of Jesus).
The next is Khaadija, the third is Fatima and the fourth is Aasiya - based on the order
in the above hadith.

% Allah says about Maryam: “Behold, the angel said ‘Allah has chosen
you and purified and chosen you above the women of all nations.’
(Al-Imran 3:42)
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Moreover, it was stated in Qur'an that Mariam was the best of the creation of Allah
(SWT) from among the worldly women.

We mentioned the hadith of Jibreel, in which Jibreel, ‘alayhis salaam, said salaam from
himself and Allah to Khaadija:

% Narrated Abu Huraira: Gabriel came to the Prophet (PBUH) and
said, "O Allah's Messenger! This is Khadija coming to you with a dish
having meat soup (or some food or drink). When she reaches you,
greet her on behalf of her Lord (i.e. Allah) and on my behalf, and give
her the glad tidings of having a Qasab palace in Paradise wherein
there will be neither any noise nor any fatigue (trouble).” (Bukhari)
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Khaadija was going through a lot of harm and suffering when supporting the Prophet
PBUH, and it was very tiring, so Allah is comforting her by informing her that she will
rest in Jannah.

Of Aasiya, Allah says:

*

% “And Allah sets forth as an example to those who believe the wife of
Pharaoh. Behold! She said, ‘O my Lord, build for me in your nearness
to You, a mansion in the garden. And save me from Pharaoh and his
doings and save me from those that do wrong.’(At-Tahreem 66:11)
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Aasiya bint Muzaahim was living in the most extravagant place on the face of the earth
— the palace of the Pharaoh. She had all of the worldly things that a person of this
world would desire, but she said, ‘O Allah, build for me a place in Jannah.
SubhaanAllah, you have a woman that was given all of the material things; she said
that she didn’t want any of this, but she wanted a place in Jannah and she wanted to
be saved from the Pharaoh and his doings.

There is something common between these four women: they are all associated with
Prophets. Two of them, Maryam and Aasiya, raised Prophets. Maryam raised ‘Isa
(Jesus) and Aasiya raised Musa (Moses). It was through their effort of Tarbiyah, that
they produced for the world, ‘Isa and Musa. As such, they were granted this high
status. Khaadija was granted this position because of her support of Prophet
Mohammad (PBUH). She supported him with her wealth and comforted him
psychologically. As for Fatima, she was raised in such a pure household and because
she lived with all of the suffering of her father, Allah granted her this position.

It is also an honour for the Prophet (PBUH) to have two of the greatest women related
to him - his wife and his daughter.

Musa and ‘Isa are products of the women who raised them. In fact, if you look at the
story of Musa, you will see that he was consistently supported by women who
supported him and made him who he was. First, it was his mother, then his sister,
then third the wife of the Pharaoh, then the two daughters of Shu’ayb, then the
daughter (of Shu’ayb) who married him.

5.7.3 The ten who were given glad tidings of Paradise
% Narrated 'Abdur-Rahman bin 'Awf: that the Messenger of Allah
(PBUH) said: "Abu Bakr is in Paradise, 'Umar is in Paradise, 'Uthman

is in Paradise, 'Ali is in Paradise, Talhah is in Paradise, Az-Zubair is in
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Paradise, 'Abdur-Rahman bin 'Awf is in Paradise, Sa'd bin Abi
Wagqgqas is in Paradise, Sa'eed is in Paradise, and Abu 'Ubaidah bin
Al-Jarrah is in Paradise."(Jami’ At-Tirmithi / Sahih)
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In another hadith in Bukhari, Abu Musa Al Ash’ari narrates:

% Narrated Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari: I performed ablution in my house
and then went out and said, "Today I shall stick to Allah's Messenger
(PBUH) and stay with him all this day of mine (in his service)." I
went to the Mosque and asked about the Prophet. They said, "He had
gone in this direction.” So I followed his way, asking about him till he
entered a place called Bir Aris. I sat at its gate that was made of date-
palm leaves till the Prophet (PBUH) finished answering the call of
nature and performed ablution. Then I went up to him to see him
sitting at the well of Aris at the middle of its edge with his legs
uncovered, hanging in the well. I greeted him and went back and sat
at the gate. I said, "Today I will be the gatekeeper of the Prophet."
Abu Bakr came and pushed the gate. I asked, "Who is it?" He said,
"Abu Bakr." I told him to wait, went in and said, "O Allah's
Messenger! Abu Bakr asks for permission to enter." He said, "Admit
him and give him the glad tidings that he will be in Paradise.” So I
went out and said to Abu Bakr, "Come in, and Allah's Messenger
(PBUH) gives you the glad tidings that you will be in Paradise” Abu
Bakr entered and sat on the right side of Allah's Messenger (PBUH)
on the built edge of the well and hung his legs in the well as the
Prophet (PBUH) did and uncovered his legs. I then returned and sat
(at the gate). I had left my brother performing ablution and he
intended to follow me. So I said (to myself). "If Allah wants good for
so-and-so (i.e. my brother) He will bring him here." Suddenly
somebody moved the door. I asked, "Who is it?" He said, "' Umar bin
Al-Khattab." I asked him to wait, went to Allah's Messenger (PBUH),
greeted him and said, "Umar bin Al-Khattab asks the permission to
enter." He said, "Admit him, and give him the glad tidings that he
will be in Paradise." I went to "' Umar and said "Come in, and Allah's
Messenger (PBUH), gives you the glad tidings that you will be in
Paradise." So he entered and sat beside Allah's Messenger (PBUH) on
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the built edge of the well on the left side and hung his legs in the
well. T returned and sat (at the gate) and said, (to myself), "If Allah
wants good for so-and-so, He will bring him here." Somebody came
and moved the door. I asked "Who is it?" He replied, "Uthman bin
‘Affan." T asked him to wait and went to the Prophet (PBUH) and
informed him. He said, "Admit him, and give him the glad tidings of
entering Paradise, | asked him to wait and went to the Prophet
(PBUH) and informed him. He said, "Adult him, and give him the
glad tidings of entering Paradise after a calamity that will befall him."
So I went up to him and said to him, "Come in; Allah's Apostle gives
you the glad tidings of entering Paradise after a calamity that will
befall you. "Uthman then came in and found that the built edge of
the well was occupied, so he sat opposite to the Prophet (PBUH) on
the other side. Sa‘'id bin Al-Musaiyab said, "I interpret this
(narration) in terms of their graves." [Bukhari]

cumuhcumqumuhcwd\y\u&muqmuh
‘U‘ s A Gush Sl Al g—md‘udm-wuc « g8 o oy
wuus‘ﬁ;6#;¢ﬂ‘ém&‘dijjyuhﬂ‘cﬁﬁw@b4y
C}\uns(,sﬂju;mém@m Jid aazal) 2158 08 0% a3
A.mcwl;s‘uuj\)udadsaacmd\.a.u\o)a\u_\s&_\;ﬂcmu‘\ajj
Lays‘mtéex“}ucmémmdyjsmsﬁmﬁw@uj‘uu\
Wb Y33 48 be Calk c@hyjcwj\)uu_\sudbﬁhbcd\w

dy.u)&_a\}au.gs‘ﬁdsacu\_\ﬂJ.u:«_ulaﬁc«_ﬁ)..m\e.\dcwc)ﬂ\
y\d\sﬂ\&wuhsuﬂ\cﬁdﬂﬁy\;\;&ce}ﬂ\e&ujﬁhan\éman\
" \e uql_u.aJS.‘j.a\ \;m&\dy)bumu.m:e.a ‘JLU‘_‘,J:_«_M )SA
&) la B Ot (JAN & Y SR s B sl sy A A9

ﬁﬂ‘émﬂ‘d;wuwucu»hﬂﬁy‘d:ﬂ f\-tﬂ-’d’”eh;
‘exu}ucAn\ujmu_d\@aus‘ﬂ\sam,g%umsamg%
&) s @sgjuaﬁ@\us}m}mmjﬁmuu;wsj
1A Ga i g_u\d)s;uu\\m Mu\.a-o\;\m).\_\).mu)\s.wom\.));
Mlcau\ejman\d}uucj\u.\;fu AJL»J‘_ALQ_\SSS uLk;J\uz ac (s
aﬂ}dum\ Ol UJMUM\UJJAL\&Q_\SMMJLMAMJ
(A muaxﬂju;mgmmdyjqw}d;g\m@_":\Lxu
éﬂhJéﬁj‘bjwuf—uﬂ‘éehjwdﬂ‘émﬁ‘d}w@uﬂﬁ
d);.au\..w\g\;s Muh\};u)m&\a}u\dﬂcwhﬁuu)ﬁcﬂ\
‘m\d}w‘;\m qmj‘;;uzsuuswumdmqumuu\
" s szhéf—“-‘ﬂ-’wwj S M J& 4 ”"Uehj‘\-ﬁf—d”‘ém
eﬂéﬂé—*.&“—;é&a@sAﬂ‘émé”‘dwjdwudéﬂ‘ddﬂmeﬂ
du@ﬁduﬁytw\wugjwm‘gﬂmud\hﬁdmm
(haall) 2d 558 g 58 Canaall (5 At

125



CODE 5: PARADISE (JANNAH)

Rasulullah (PBUH) told ‘Uthmaan,

% “Narrated 'Aishah: that the Prophet (PBUH) said: "O 'Uthman!
Indeed Allah may give you a shirt, and if they wish that you take it
off, do not take it off for them." (Jami’At-Tirmithi / Hasan gharib)
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‘Uthmaan did not know what this meant (at the time) until he became a khalifa.
‘Uthmaan ibn ‘Affaan realized that the Prophet was talking about the Caliphate, as
such, he refused to give up the khilafaa. Many of the youth amongst the sahabah were
willing to defend him - including Al Hassan and Al Hussain - but he didn’t want
blood to be spilt because of him. The assassins broke into the house and killed
‘Uthmaan while he was reading Qur’an, and his blood spilt over the mushaf.

Abu Musa Al ‘Ashari said that he interpreted the arrangement of the way they were
sitting to be their graves. There was Rasulullah (PBUH) sitting on the rim of the well,
Abu Bakr and ‘Umar sat beside him. ‘Uthmaan had to sit further because there was no
room. The Prophet (PBUH), Abu Bakr and ‘Umar were buried in the room of ‘Aa‘isha,
but ‘Uthmaan was buried in Bagi’.

5.7.4 Others who were given glad tidings of Paradise
1. Ja’afar

In At-Tirmithi, the Prophet PBUH said:

% “Narrated Abu Hurairah: that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: "I
saw Ja'far flying in Paradise with the angels." (Jami’ At-Tirmithi /
Hasan)
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The reason he was he flying with two wings was beacause he was the leader of the
army that fought the Romans. He was holding the banner in his hands, but both of his
arms were chopped off, then he hugged the banner with his chest, and that is how he

died. Since he did not have arms when he died, Allah replaced them with wings in
Jannah.

2. Hamza RAA:
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% At-Tabarani reported from Ibn Uday and Al-Hakim from Ibn Abbas
that the Prophet (PBUH) said: Yesterday I entered Jannah, I saw

Ja'far flying in Paradise with the angels and Hamza was leaning on a
couch. (At-Tabarani -Sahih)
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% It has been reported that the Prophet (PBUH) said: Hamza is the
master of the martyers. (Alhakim. Al-Albani: Hadith Thaabit)
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3. Abdullah bin Salaam

% Ahmad and At-Tabarani and Al-Hakim Isnaad Sahih reported from
Muaath: the Prophet (PBUH) said: Abdullah Ibn Salam is the tenth
of the ten given the glad tidings of Jannah. (Ahmad, At-Tabarani and
Al-Hakim. Sahih (Al-Albani))
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Abdullah ibn Salaam was the head rabbi of the Jews in Madinah. He knew the
descriptions of Rasulullah (PBUH) in their books, and as soon as Rasulullah (PBUH)
came, he recognized him and believed. Knowledge helped him to accept Islam. The
Jews who became Muslim were very few, but they tended to be very knowledgeable
because of their background of being a literate nation. The Arabs were illiterate, but
the Jews had the scripture which they studied.

4. Zaid Bin Haritha

% Rasulullah (PBUH) said, “I entered into Jannah, and I was met by a
young lady. I asked her ‘Who do you belong to? She said, “To Zaid
ibn Haritha.” Zaid ibn Haritha is another person granted Jannah.
(Al-Albani: Sanad Sahih on the condition of Muslim)
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5. Zaid Bin Amr Bin Nufayl
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‘The Prophet (PBUH) said, “I entered into Paradise and saw that
Zayd ibn ‘Amr ibn Nufayl had two levels in Jannah.” (Ibn AsaaKir, Al-
Albania: Sanadun Hasan)
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Zayd ibn ‘Amr ibn Nufayl was a man who died before the prophethood of Mohammad
(PBUH). The Prophet (PBUH) met with him. Zayd used to follow the religion of
Ibrahim, ‘alayhis salaam. He was an amazing example of remaining steadfast on the
truth. He never worshipped idols. He would preach to the people and tell them that
these idols are not your gods; they are false; and that they should worship Allah. He
would not eat the meat of the people of Makkah. He would say that Allah is the One
Who feeds these sheep and brings down rain from the sky, but when you slaughter
them, you slaughter them for the idols. He would not eat from any meat that Allah’s
Name was not pronounced on; he realized all of this from his fitra, SubhaanAllah.
Rasulullah (PBUH) stated that Zaid earned two levels in Jannah.

6. Haritha Ibn An-Nu'man
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Abu Abdullah Alhakim reported that the Rasulullah PBUH said, “I
entered into Paradise and I heard some recitation. I said, ‘Who is this
man reciting? They said, ‘Harith ibn Nu’'man.”(Ahmad, Al-Haki, Al-
Albani: Sahih)
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7. Bilal Ibn Rabah

/7
L X4

Rasulullah (PBUH) says, “I entered into Paradise and heard some
noise [he heard the sound of someone walking] and I asked, ‘Who is

this?” Jibreel ‘alayhis salaam said, ‘This is Bilaal, the mu'addhin.”
(Ahmad, Ibn Katheer: Isnaad Sahih)
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8. Ghumaisa, daughter of Milhan, the mother of Anas b. Malik
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Anas reported that Allah's Apostle (PBUH) said: I entered Paradise
and heard the noise of steps. I said: Who is it? They said: She is
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Ghumaisa, daughter of Milhan, the mother of Anas b. Malik.
(Muslim)
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9. Omar Bin Al-Khattab

% Narrated Abu Buraidah: "The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) awoke in
the morning and called for Bilal, then said: 'O Bilal! By what have you
preceded me to Paradise? I have not entered Paradise at all, except
that I heard your footsteps before me. I entered Paradise last night,
and I heard your footsteps before me, and I came upon a square
palace having balconies made of gold. So I said: 'Whose palace is
this?' They said: 'A man among the Arabs.' So I said: 'l am an Arab,
whose palace is this?' They said: 'A man among the Quraish." So I
said: 'T am from the Quraish, whose palace is this?' They said: 'A man
from the Ummah of Mohammad (PBUH)." So I said: 1 am
Mohammad, whose palace is this? They said: "Umar bin Al-
Khattab's.' So Bilal said: 'O Allah's Messenger! I have never called the
Adhan except that I prayed two Rak'ah, and I never committed
Hadath except that I performed Wudu upon that, and I considered
that I owed Allah two Rak'ah." So the Messenger of Allah said: 'For

those two." (Jami’At-Tirmithi / Hasan)
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10. Abu Ad-Darda’a
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Rasulullah (PBUH) granted Abu Ad-Darda’a Jannah du to his generosity. He donated
the best farm in Madinah.

Abu Ad-Darda’a, may Allah have mercy on him, was one of those people who found an
opportunity to earn what is greater than the heavens and the earth. There was a
companion of the Prophet (PBUH) who cultivated his garden next to the property of
an orphan. The orphan claimed that a specific palm tree was on his property and
therefore belonged to him. The companion rejected the claim, so the orphan boy went
to the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) to complain. The Messenger of Allah (PBUH)
measured the two gardens and found that the palm tree did indeed belong to the
companion. The orphan erupted in tears. Seeing this, the Prophet (PBUH) asked the
companion, “Would you give him the palm tree and for you is a palm tree in Jannah?”
However, the companion, in his disbelief that an orphan would complain to the
Prophet (PBUH), missed the opportunity and went away angry.

However, someone else saw the opportunity — Abu Ad-Darda’a (radi Allahu anhu). He
went to the Prophet (PBUH) and asked, “Ya Rasulullah, if I buy the tree from him and
give it to the orphan, shall I have that tree in Jannah?”

The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) replied, “Yes.”

Abu Ad-Darda’a (radi Allahu anhu) then chased the companion and asked, “Would
you sell that tree to me for my entire garden?” (Abu Ad-Darda’a had a garden of 600
trees)

The companion answered, “Take it, for there is no good in a tree that was complained
to the Prophet about.”

Immediately, Abu Ad-Darda’a (radi Allahu anhu) went home and found his wife and
children playing in the garden. “Leave the garden!” shouted Abu Ad-Darda’a. “We've
sold it to Allah! We've sold it to Allah!” Some of his children had dates in their hand
and he snatched the dates from them and threw them back into the garden. “We've
sold it to Allah!”

When Abu Ad-Darda’a was later martyred in the battle of Uhud, Rasulullah (PBUH)
stood over his slain body and remarked, “How many shady palm trees does Abu Ad-
Darda’a now have in Paradise?”

What did Abu Ad-Darda’a lose? Dates? Bushes? Dirt? What did he gain? He gained a
Jannah whose expanse is the heavens and the earth.

% Jabir ibn Samura reported that the Prophet (PBUH) said (funeral)
prayer on Ibn Dahdah: then an unsaddled horse was brought to him
and a person hobbled it, and he (the Messenger of Allah) rode upon
it and it bounded and we followed it and ran after it. One of the
people said that the Prophet (PBUH) remarked: How many among
hanging bunches in the Paradise are meant for Ibn Dahdah?
(Muslim)
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11. Those who witnessed with the Prophet the battle of Badr and Bai’at-ul-Agabah:

% It was narrated from Hafsah that the Prophet (PBUH) said: I hope
that no one of those who witnessed (the battle of) Badr and (Treaty)
Hudaybiyah will enter Hell, if Allah wills.” I said: “O Messenger of
Allah, doesn’t Allah say “There is not one of you but will pass over it
(Hell); this is with your Lord, a decree which must be
accomplished?” [19:71] He said: “Have you not heard that He says:
‘Then we shall save those who use to fear Allah and were dutiful to
Him. And we shall leave the wrongdoers therein (humbled) to their
knees (in Hell)?” [19:72] - Sunan Ibn Majah / Sahih)
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12. The lady who used to serve the Prophet’s Mosque during his life (PBUH):

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: A black
woman (or probably a young man) used to clean the mosque.
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) missed her (or him) and asked about her
(or him). He was told that she (or he) had died. He (PBUH) said,
"Why did you not inform me?" (It seemed as if) they (Companions)
considered the matter insignificant. Then he (PBUH) said, "Show me
her (or his) grave." When it was shown to him, he offered (Janazah-
funeral) prayer over it and said, "These graves cover those in them
with darkness, and Allah illumines them for the inmates as a result of
my supplication for them". [Al-Bukhari and Muslim].
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13. The Bedouin who came to ask the Prophet about deeds which lead to
Jannah:

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: A bedouin
came to the Prophet (PBUH) and said: "O Messenger of Allah! Direct
me to a deed by which I may be entitled to enter Jannah." The
Prophet (PBUH) said, "Worship Allah, and never associate anything
with Him, establish Salat, pay the Zakat which has been enjoined
upon you, and observe Saum of Ramadan." He (the bedouin) said:
"By Him in Whose Hand my soul is, I will never add anything to
these (obligations)." When he turned his back, the Prophet (PBUH)
said, "He who wants to see a man from the dwellers of Jannah, let
him look at him (bedouin)." [Al- Bukhari and Muslim].
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14. Waraqah Ibn Nawfal

% It was narrated with isnaad sahih from Aisha (RAA) that the Prophet
(PBUH) said: Do not curse Waragah Ibn Nawfal, I saw for him one or
two paradices. (Al-Hakim: sahih on the condition of the shaikhayn)
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5.8 The believers will get whatever they wish in Paradise
Allah, the Most High, informed us in His Book that whoever enters Paradise will get
whatever he wishes and find whatever he desires. Allah (SWT) says:

% {And therein is whatever the souls desire and [what] delights the
eyes.}[Quran 43:71]
(71) &sVA L a3 5 He ) A 5 (el 40l L \gd 5
There is nothing that a person desires in Paradise except that he will be given it. Allah

(SWT) says:

% {Gardens of perpetual residence, which they will enter, beneath
which rivers flow. They will have therein whatever they wish. Thus
Allah rewards the righteous.}[An Nahl 16:31]
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% Abu Huraira reported Allah's Apostle (PBUH) as saying that: Allah
the Exalted and Glorious, said: | have prepared for My pious servants
which no eye has ever seen, and no ear has ever heard, and no
human heart has ever perceived but it is testified by the Book of
Allah. He then recited:" No soul knows what comfort has been
concealed from them, as a reward for what they did" [Muslim].
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Even those who will be punished in Hellfire, among the disobedient Muslims and who
will be permitted afterwards to get out of it and enter Paradise, Allah would say to the
one of them:

R/

% “Hammam b. Munabbih said: This is what Abu Huraira transmitted
to us from the Messenger of Allah (PBUH), and he narrated many of
them;- one of them was: The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: The
lowest in rank among you in Paradise would be asked: Desire
(whatever you like). And he would express his desire and again and
again express a desire. He would be asked: Have you expressed your
desire? He would say: Yes. Then He (Allah) would say: For thee is
(granted) what thou desirest, and the like of it along with it.[Muslim]
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Nonetheless, it is not beneficial for a person to be preoccupied by what is in Paradise,
and what he can find in it; rather, he should take the necessary means that lead to
entering it and to getting a greater status in it. It is with this that his heart and his
tongue should be preoccupied. The Prophet (PBUH) said:

% “Narrated Abu Huraira: The Prophet (PBUH) said, "Whoever believes
in Allah and His Apostle, offer prayer perfectly and fasts the month
of Ramadan, will rightfully be granted Paradise by Allah, no matter
whether he fights in Allah's Cause or remains in the land where he is
born." The people said, "O Allah's Messenger! Shall we acquaint the
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people with the good news?" He said, "Paradise has one-hundred
grades which Allah has reserved for the Mujahidin who fight in His
Cause, and the distance between each of two grades is like the
distance between the Heaven and the Earth. So, when you ask Allah
(for something), ask for Al-firdaus which is the best and highest part
of Paradise." (i.e. The sub-narrator added, "I think the Prophet also
said, 'Above it (i.e. Al-Firdaus) is the Throne of Beneficent (i.e.
Allah), and from it originate the rivers of Paradise." [Al-Bukhari]
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Having Children in Jannah:

% Abu Sa’eed al-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that
the Prophet (PBUH) said: “If the believer wants a child in Paradise,
the pregnancy and delivery will take only an hour, then the child will
be the age that the man wants.” (Jami’ At-Tirmithi / Hasan).
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Farming In Jannah:

% Narrated Abu Huraira: Once the Prophet (PBUH) was preaching
while a bedouin was sitting there. The Prophet (PBUH) said, "A man
from among the people of Paradise will request Allah to allow him to
cultivate the land Allah will say to him, 'Haven't you got whatever
you desire?' He will reply, 'yes, but I like to cultivate the land (Allah
will permit him and) he will sow the seeds, and within seconds the
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plants will grow and ripen and (the yield) will be harvested and piled
in heaps like mountains. On that Allah will say (to him), "Take, here
you are, O son of Adam, for nothing satisfies you." "On that the
bedouin said, "O Allah's Messenger! Such man must be either from
Quraish or from Ansar, for they are farmers while we are not." On
that Allah's Messenger (PBUH) smiled. (Bukhari)
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5.9 Some people in Jannah whose hearts would be like those of birds
% Abu Huraira reported Allah's Messenger (PBUH) as saying: There
would enter Paradise people whose hearts would be like those of the
hearts of birds.(Muslim)
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5.10 The everlasting bliss for the inhabitants of Paradise
% Abu Huraira reported Allah's Apostle (PBUH) as saying: He who
would get into Paradise (would be made to enjoy such an
everlasting) bliss that he would neither become destitute, nor would
his clothes wear out, nor his youth would decline. (Muslim)
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% Abu Sa'id al-Khudri and Abu Huraira both reported Allah's
Messenger (PBUH) as saying: There would be an announcer (in
Paradise) who would make this announcement: Verily I there is in
store for you (everlasting) health and that you should never fall ill
and that you live (for ever) and do not die at all. And that you would
remain young and never grow old. And that you would always live in
affluent circumstances and never become destitute, as words of
Allah, the Exalted and Glorious, are:" And it would be announced to
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them: This is the Paradise. You have been made to inherit it for what
you used to do". (Muslim)
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5.11 How many of the Muslim Ummah will enter Paradise

The following is an authentic hadith, narrated by Imam Al-Bukhari, Muslim, Ahmad,
al-Baihaqgi, Abu Ya'la, at-Tabarani, Ibn Hibban, Ibn Abi Shaibah, Al-Haakim and
others. This hadith is of the highest degree of authenticity. It is a long Hadith reported
by Ibn Abbas (RAA).

% Ibn 'Abbas (May Allah be pleased with them) reported: Messenger of
Allah (PBUH) said, "I was shown the past nations. I saw a Prophet
who had a very small group (less than ten in total) with him, another
Prophet who was accompanied by only one or two men and some did
not have even one. Suddenly I was shown a huge crowd and I
thought that they were my Ummah, but I was told: 'this is Musa
(Moses) and his people, but look towards the other side.' I looked
and beheld a great assemblage. I was told: "These are your people and
amongst them there are seventy thousand who shall enter Jannah
without being taken to account or torment”. Then the Prophet
(PBUH) stood up and went into his apartment, and the Companions
began to guess who may be those people who would enter Jannah
without any accounting or torment. Some said: "Probably, they are
the ones who kept company with Messenger of Allah (PBUH)".
Others said: "Probably, they are the ones who have been born as
Muslims and have never associated anyone with Allah in worship”.
Then Messenger of Allah (PBUH) came out and asked, "What are you
discussing?" So they told him. He then said, "They are those who do
not make Ruqyah (blowing over themselves after reciting the Qur'an
or some prayers and supplications the Prophet (PBUH) used to say)
nor seek it, nor perceive omens (i.e., they are not pessimistic) but
keep trust in their Rubb (Allah)." On this 'Ukashah bin Mihsan stood
up and asked: "Pray to Allah to make me one of them." The Prophet
(PBUH) said, "You are one of them." Then another man stood up and
asked the same thing. The Prophet (PBUH) answered, "Ukashah has
surpassed you". [Al-Bukhari and Mulsim].
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What the hadith means is that there is a group of this ummah who will enter Paradise
without being brought to account, not that the number of inhabitants of Paradise
from this ummah is seventy thousand. The seventy thousand mentioned in this hadith
refer to those of high status in this ummah due to some special qualities that they
have, as mentioned in the hadith:

% “Narrated Ibn ‘Abbas: Allah's Messenger (PBUH) said, 'Nations were
displayed before me; one or two prophets would pass by along with a
few followers. A prophet would pass by accompanied by nobody.
Then a big crowd of people passed in front of me and I asked, who
are they Are they my followers?" It was said, 'No. It is Moses and his
followers It was said to me, 'Look at the horizon." Behold! There was
a multitude of people filling the horizon. Then it was said to me,
'Look there and there about the stretching sky! Behold! There was a
multitude filling the horizon,' it was said to me, 'This is your nation
out of whom seventy thousand shall enter Paradise without
reckoning." "Then the Prophet (PBUH) entered his house without
telling his companions who they (the 70,000) were. So the people
started talking about the issue and said, "It is we who have believed
in Allah and followed His Apostle; therefore those people are either
ourselves or our children who are born m the Islamic era, for we
were born in the Pre-Islamic Period of Ignorance.”" When the Prophet
(PBUH) heard of that, he came out and said. "Those people are
those who do not treat themselves with Ruqya, nor do they
believe in bad or good omen (from birds etc.) nor do they get
themselves branded (Cauterized). But they put their trust
(only) in their Lord " On that 'Ukasha bin Muhsin said. "Am 1
one of them, O Allah's Messenger? The Prophet (PBUH) said,
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>

"Yes." Then another person got up and said, "Am I one of
them?" The Prophet (PBUH) said, 'Ukasha has anticipated you."
(Bukharti)
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Abu Umamah narrated the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: "My
Lord promised me that seventy thousand of my Ummah shall be
admitted into Paradise without a reckoning against them, nor any
punishment. With every thousand, are seventy thousand and three
measures from the measures of my Lord." (Jami’ At-Tirmithi / Hasan)
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The following two hadiths provide more details about those seventy thousand who
enter paradise as a group:

R/
A X4

X/
°e

Abu Huraira reported: The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: Seventy
thousand (persons) would enter Paradise as one group and among
them (there would be people) whom faces would be bright like the
moon.(Muslim)
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Narrated Sahl bin Sa'd: The Prophet (PBUH) said, "Seventy-
thousand or seven-hundred thousand of my followers (the narrator is
in doubt as to the correct number) will enter Paradise holding each
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other till the first and the last of them enter Paradise at the same
time, and their faces will have a glitter like that of the moon at night
when it is full." (Bukhari)
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There is good news for all of us Muslims in this hadith and others. There is more
information in a report narrated in the Musnad of Imam Ahmad and the Sunan of al-
Tirmithi and Ibn Majah, where Abu Umamah is reported to have said that the Prophet
(PBUH) said:

» Abu Umamah narrated the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: "My
Lord promised me that seventy thousand of my Ummah shall be
admitted into Paradise without a reckoning against them, Nor any
punishment. With every thousand, are seventy thousand and three
measures from the measures of my Lord." (Jami’ At-Tirmithi / Hasan)
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Just imagine: seventy thousand, with each thousand of whom is another seventy
thousand. Great will be the total number of people who will enter Paradise without
being brought to account. How many will be in each handful “scooped up” by the
Merciful, Compassionate, Generous Almighty Lord? We ask Allah to make us among
that number.

Another item of good news is that the number of inhabitants of Paradise from this
ummah will be two thirds of the total number. More people will enter Paradise from
the ummah of Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) than from all the previous nations
combined. This good news comes from the Prophet (PBUH) in the hadith in which he
said to his companions one day:

*

% “Narrated 'Abdullah: While we were in the company of the Prophet
(PBUH) in a tent he said, "Would it please you to be one fourth of
the people of Paradise?" We said, "Yes." He said, "Would it please
you to be one-third of the people of Paradise?" We said, "Yes." He
said, "Would it please you to be half of the people of Paradise?" We
said, "Yes." Thereupon he said, "I hope that you will be one half of
the people of Paradise, for none will enter Paradise but a Muslim
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soul, and you people, in comparison to the people who associate
others in worship with Allah, are like a white hair on the skin of a
black ox, or a black hair on the skin of a red ox."(Bukhari).
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The final part of the good news comes in another saheeh hadith, in which the Prophet
(PBUH) said:

% “Ibn Buraidah narrated from his father that the Messenger of Allah
(PBUH) said: "The people of Paradise are a hundred and twenty
rows, eighty of them are from this nation, and forty are from the rest
of the nations."” (Jami’ At-Tirmithi- Hasan).
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5.12 Three categories will not enter Paradise

% It was narrated from Salim bin 'Abdullah that his father said: "The
Messenger of Allah said: "There are three at whom Allah will not
look on the Day of Resurrection: The one who disobeys his parents,
the woman who imitates men in her outward appearance, and the
cuckold. And there are three who will not enter Paradise: The one
who disobeys his parents, the drunkard, and the one who reminds
people of what he has given them."(Sunan An-Nasai’ / Hasan)
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It has become a mark of being “cultured” and “civilized” to flaunt one’s wife to friends,
co-workers, and relatives. Other men enjoy her company while her husband feels no
jealousy (ghairah) or sense of honour. Allah, the Glorified and Exalted, tells us that
there is no good in such a man.

The three traits mentioned in this hadith are indicative of a culture where the family
structure has broken.

This simple reflection based on this hadith of the prophet (PBUH) is an indication of
how important it is to follow the guidance of Allah, the Glorified and Exalted, in order
to safeguard the individual, family, and society.

5.13 Young and newly born children going to Paradise

The scholars unanimously agree that the fate of Muslim children, if they die after the
soul has been breathed in and before reaching puberty, is Paradise. This is an honour
from Allah (SWT) to them and their parents and as a mercy from Him, Whose mercy
encompasses all things.

By studying the texts which explore the situation of Muslim children in al-Barzakh and
at the time of resurrection and reckoning on the Day of Resurrection, and when
entering Paradise, we can divide their journey into the following stages:

1. Their situation in al-Barzakh: It is proven that as soon as they die they are

transferred to Paradise and that their souls are blessed there under the care of our
father Ibrahim (PBUH).

This was narrated in the hadith of Samurah ibn Jundub (may Allah be pleased with
him) who said:

% Sumurah bin Jundub (May Allah be pleased with him) said: The
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) very often used to ask his Companions,
"Do any one of you have seen a dream?" So dreams would be
narrated to him by those whom Allah willed to relate. One day he
(PBUH) said, "Last night I had a vision in which two men (angels)
came to me and woke me up and said to me, 'Proceed!' I set out with
them and we came across a man lying down, and behold, another
man was standing over his head, holding a big rock. Behold, he was
throwing the rock at the man's head, smashing it. When he struck
him, the stone rolled away and he went after it to get it, and no
sooner had he returned to this man, his head was healed and
restored to its former condition. The thrower (of the rock) then did
the same as he had done before. I said to my two companions,
'Subhan-Allah! Who are these?' They said: 'Proceed, proceed.' So we
proceeded and came to a man lying in a prone position and another
man standing over his head with an iron hook, and behold, he would
put the hook in one side of the man's mouth and tear off that side of
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his face to the back (of the neck), and similarly tear his nose from
front to back, and his eyes from front to back. Then he turned to the
other side of the man's face and did just as he has done with the first
side. He had hardly completed that (second) side when the first
returned to its normal state. I said to my two companions, 'Subhan-
Allah! Who are these? They said, 'Proceed, proceed. So we
proceeded and came across something like a Tannur (a kind of
baking oven, a pit usually clay-lined for baking bread)." I (the
narrator) think the Prophet (PBUH) said, "In that oven there was
much noise and voices." The Prophet (PBUH) added, "We looked
into it and found naked men and women, and behold, a flame of fire
was reaching to them from underneath, and when it reached them
they cried loudly. I asked, 'Who are these?' They said to me, 'Proceed,
proceed." And so we proceeded and came across a river." I (the
narrator) think he said, "-- red like blood." The Prophet (PBUH)
added, "And behold, in the river there was a man swimming, and on
the bank there was a man who had collected many stones. Behold,
while the other man was swimming, he went near him. The former
opened his mouth and the latter (on the bank) threw a stone into his
mouth whereupon he went swimming again. Then again he (the
former) returned to him (the latter), and every time the former
returned, he opened his mouth, and the latter threw a stone into his
mouth, (and so on) the performance was repeated. I asked my two
companions, 'Who are these?' They replied, 'Proceed, proceed.” And
we proceeded till we came to a man with a repulsive appearance, the
most repulsive appearance you ever saw a man having! Beside him
there was a fire, and he was kindling it and running around it. I
asked my two companions, 'Who is this (man)." They said to me,
'Proceed, proceed!' So we proceeded till we reached a garden of deep
green dense vegetation, having all sorts of spring colours. In the
midst of the garden there was a very tall man, and I could hardly see
his head because of his great height, and around him there were
children in such a large number as I have never seen! I said to my
two companions, 'Who is this?' They replied, 'Proceed, proceed.’ So
we proceeded till we came to a majestic, huge garden, greater and
better than any garden I have ever seen! My two companions said to
me, 'Ascend up' and I ascended up." The Prophet (PBUH) added, "So
we ascended till we reached a city built of gold and silver bricks, and
we went to its gate and asked (the gatekeeper) to open the gate, and
it was opened; and we entered the city and found in it men with one
side of their bodies as handsome as the most handsome person you
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have ever seen, and the other side as ugly as the ugliest person you
have ever seen! My two companions ordered those men to throw
themselves into the river. Behold, there was a river flowing across
(the city), and its water was like milk in whiteness. Those men went
and threw themselves in it and then returned to us after the ugliness
(of their bodies) had disappeared, and they came in the best shape.”
The Prophet (PBUH) further added, "My two companions said to me:
'this place is the 'Adn Jannah, and that is your place.' I rose up my
sight, and behold, there I saw a palace like a white cloud! My two
companions said to me, 'That palace is your place,’ I said to them,
'May Allah bless you both! Let me enter it.' They replied, 'As for now,
you will not enter it, but you shall enter it (one day).' I said to them,
'l have seen many wonders tonight. What does all that mean which I
have seen?' They replied, 'We will inform you: As for the first man
you came upon, whose head was being smashed with the rock, he is
the symbol of the one who studies the Qur'an and then neither
recites it nor acts on its orders, and sleeps, neglecting the enjoined
prayers. As for the man you came upon, whose sides of mouth,
nostrils and eyes were torn off from front to back, he is the symbol of
the man who goes out of his house in the morning and tells lies that
are spread all over the world. And those naked men and women
whom you saw in a construction resembling an oven, they are the
adulterers and the adulteresses. And the man who was given a stone
to swallow is the eater of Ar-Riba (usury), and the bad-looking man
whom you saw near the fire, kindling it and going around it, is Malik,
the gatekeeper of Hell, and the tall man you saw in the garden is
(Prophet) Abraham, and the children around him are those
who died upon Al-Fitrah (the Islamic Faith of Monotheism)." The
narrator added: Some Muslims asked the Prophet (PBUH), "O
Messenger of Allah! What about the children of Al- Mushrikun (i.e.
polytheists, pagans, idolaters, and disbelievers in the Oneness of
Allah and in His Messenger Mohammad (PBUH))?" The Prophet
(PBUH) replied, "And also the children of Al-Mushrikun." The
Prophet (PBUH) added: "My two companions added, 'The men you
saw half handsome and half ugly were these people who had mixed
an act that was good with another that was bad, but Allah forgave

rn

them'.

Another narration of Al-Bukhari is: The Messenger of Allah said,
"One night two men came to me and took me to a blessed land."
(The Messenger of Allah told of the same incident as above) and said,
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"After a while of walking we came upon a pit like an oven, narrow at
the top and wide at the bottom with fire raging in it. When the
flames rose up (the people in it) also rose up till they were about to
come out; and when the fire subsided they, too, would go down with
it. In it were naked men and women." (The remainder of the Hadith
is the same as the above Hadith except that at the end of it, the
Messenger of Allah said: "We came upon a river of blood in the
middle of which there was a man standing, and at the bank of the
river there was a man with plenty of stones before him..." In this
narration we also find: "They made me climb the tree and they made
me enter an abode so beautiful the like of which I have never seen
before. There I saw an old men and youth." In this narration we also
find: "The first house you entered was the abode of the believers in
general, and the other house was the abode of the martyrs. [ am Jibril
(Gabriel), and this is Mika'il. Raise your head.' I looked up and saw
something like clouds. They said to me, "That is your abode.' I said,
'Shall I enter it?' They said, 'You have not completed your term of life
yet. When you do, you will certainly enter it." [Al-Bukhari in Riyad
As-Salihin]
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% Narrated Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri: Some women requested the Prophet
(PBUH) to fix a day for them as the men were taking all his time. On
that he promised them one day for religious lessons and
commandments. Once during such a lesson the Prophet said, "A
woman whose three children die will be shielded by them from the
Hell fire." On that a woman asked, "If only two die?" He replied,
"Even two (will shield her from the Hell-fire). (Bukhari)
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Imam Al-Qyrtubi, rahimahu Allah, mentioned that in this hadith, there is proof that
the young children of the believers are all in Jannah.

2. On the Day of Resurrection, people will be raised from their graves and the children
will also be raised in the state of childhood and youth in which they died. They will
then intercede for their parents and admit them to Paradise, by Allah’s mercy towards
them:

% Abu Hassan reported: I said to Abu Huraira that my two children
had died. Would you narrate to me anything from Allah's Messenger
(PBUH) a hadith which would soothe our hearts in our
bereavements? He said: Yes. Small children are the fowls of Paradise.
If one of them meets his father (or he said his parents) he would take
hold of his cloth, or he said with his hand as I take hold of the hem of
your cloth (with my hand). And he (the child) would not take off (his
hand) from it until Allah causes his father to enter Paradise. This
hadith has been narrated on the authority of Tamim with the same
chain of transmitters. And he is reported to have said: Did you hear
from Allah's Messenger (PBUH) anything which may soothe our
heart in our bereavements? He said: Yes. (Muslim)
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Ibn Al-Atheer said:
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Da’aamees is the plural of da’'moos, which refers to a small creature
that lives in ponds. Da’'moos also refers to the one who wanders
about, i.e., they go everywhere in Jannah, entering all places, and
they will not be barred from any place, as children in this world are
not barred from entering upon women and no one hides away from
them. (Al-Nihaayah, 2/279)

This hadith clearly indicates that the children will remain as children at the time of
resurrection, recompense and reckoning. Even the miscarried foetus, into whom the
soul had been breathed, will remain as he was on the day he was miscarried from his

mother's womb.

3. When the people of Paradise enter Paradise and take their places there:

Some scholars are of the opinion that they will all, old and young alike, enter Paradise
aged thirty-three, and they will not grow old; they will enjoy their youth for eternity.
Allah will make children grow older and old men became younger, until they are all of
the same age: the age that is the prime of youth, thirty-three years.
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L X4

Mu'adh bin Jabal narrated that the Prophet (PBUH) said: "The
people of Paradise shall enter Paradise without body hair, Murd, with
Kuhl on their eyes, thirty years of age or thirty-three years." (Jami’
At-Tirmithi / Sahih)
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Other scholars, among the Sahaabah and Taabi'een, were of the view that Muslim
children who die before reaching the age of puberty will be the servants of the people
of Paradise, who will go around among them with drinks and food and other delights.

These are the ones who are mentioned in the verses in which Allah (SWT) says:
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“Immortal boys will go around them (serving), With cups, and jugs,
and a glass of flowing wine”’[Al-Waagqi’ah 56:17-18]
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“And there will go round boy-servants of theirs, to serve them as if
they were preserved pearls’[At-Tur 52:24]
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“And round about them will (serve) boys of everlasting youth. If you
see them, you would think them scattered pearls”’[Al-Insaan 76:19)].
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That was narrated by Ibn-ul-Qayyim, from ‘Ali ibn Abi Taalib, may Allah be pleased
with him, and from al-Hasan al-Basri, may Allah have mercy on him. However, Hasan
Al-Basri favoured the view that the children who will serve the people of Paradise are
slaves who are created especially for Paradise, like Al Hur Al'een, and that they are
something other than the children of Muslims who die in this world. He said: As for
the children of people in this world, on the Day of Resurrection they will be 33 years
old. Perhaps the second opinion is the more correct view concerning this matter.

Children of the non-believers

It is proven that as soon as the little children die, they are transferred to Paradise and
that their souls are blessed there under the care of our father Ibrahim (PBUH). This
was narrated in the hadith of Samurah ibn Jundub (may Allah be pleased with him)
who said:

/7

% “..And the tall man whom you saw in the garden, is Abraham and
the children around him are those children who die with Al-Fitra
(the Islamic Faith). The narrator added: Some Muslims asked the
Prophet, "O Allah's Messenger! What about the children of pagans?"
The Prophet (PBUH) replied, "And also the children of pagans." The
Prophet (PBUH) added, "My two companions added, "The men you
saw half handsome and half ugly were those persons who had mixed
an act that was good with another that was bad, but Allah forgave

m

them." Al-Bukhari - 7047).
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'A'isha, the mother of the believers, said that Allah's Messenger
(PBUH) was called to lead the funeral prayer of a child of the Ansar. I
said: Allah's Messenger, there is happiness for this child who is a bird
from the birds of Paradise for it committed no sin nor has he reached
the age when one can commit sin. He said: 'A'isha, per adventure, it
may be otherwise, because God created for Paradise those who are fit
for it while they were yet in their father's loins and created for Hell
those who are to go to Hell. He created them for Hell while they
were yet in their father's loins. (Muslim)
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It was narrated from Aishah that: the Messenger of Allah said. "The
Pen has been lifted from three: from the sleeping person until he
awakens, from the minor until he grows up, and from the insane
person until he comes to his senses. “In his narration, (one of the
narrators Abu Bakr (Ibn Abu Shaibah) said: "And from the afflicted
person, unit he recovers" (Sunan Ibn Majah / Hasan)
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5.14 The last to enter Paradise

The following hadith tells us about the last category of people to enter Jannah:

o
*¢

» Narrated Anas bin Malik: The Prophet (PBUH) said, "Some people

will come out of the Fire after they have received a touch of the Fire,
changing their colour, and they will enter Paradise, and the people of
Paradise will name them 'Al- Jahannamiyin' the (Hell) Fire people."
[Bukhari]
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This is not a discrimination, because there is no discrimination in Jannah. There are
no second class citizens in Jannah. They will not be stripped of any of their rights in
Jannah. They will have what everyone else is having in Jannah.

We may assume that this category of people think it is an insult to call them Al-
Jahnnamiyin. This assumption stems from human’s nature of being unforgiving. If
somebody makes a mistake 10 years ago, even after tawbah, we will say, “You made a
mistake.” As humans, we bring up the past, but Allah is forgiving and merciful. Allah
punished these people in hell, but now the past is over and Allah loves them; He will
be pleased with them. You will know that if it were not for the forgiveness of Allah,
you would also not have made it here.

Therefore, when you call them the people of hellfire, it is just a way of categorising or
labelling them. It is not a degrading term in any way. Everyone in Jannah is in the
same boat; they are all human beings and they all sinned. There was just a different
variation of how much they sinned.

% It is reported by Abu Sa'id that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said:
The (permanent) inhabitants of the Fire are those who are doomed
to it, and verily they would neither die nor live in it. But the people
whom the Fire would afflict (temporarily) on account of their sins, or
so said (the narrator)" on account of their misdeeds," He would cause
them to die till they would be turned into charcoal. Then they would
be granted intercession and would be brought in groups and would
be spread on the rivers of Paradise and then it would be said: O
inhabitants of Paradise, pour water over them; then they would
sprout forth like the sprouting of seed in the silt carried by flood. A
man among the people said: (It appears) as if the Messenger of Allah
lived in the steppe. [Muslim]
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% Narrated 'Ata’ bin Yazid Al-Laithi: On the authority of Abu Huraira:
The people said, "O Allah's Messenger! Shall we see our Lord on the
Day of Resurrection?” The Prophet (PBUH) said, "Do you have any
difficulty in seeing the moon on a full moon night?" They said, "No,
O Allah's Messenger." He said, "Do you have any difficulty in seeing
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the sun when there are no clouds?" They said, "No, O Allah's
Messenger." He said, "So you will see Him, like that. Allah will gather
all the people on the Day of Resurrection, and say, 'whoever
worshipped something (in the world) should follow (that thing)," so,
whoever worshipped the sun will follow the sun, and whoever
worshiped the moon will follow the moon, and whoever used to
worship certain (other false) deities, he will follow those deities. And
there will remain only this nation with its good people (or its
hypocrites). (The sub-narrator, Ibrahim is in doubt.) Allah will come
to them and say, 'T am your Lord.' They will (deny Him and) say, 'We
will stay here till our Lord comes, for when our Lord comes, we will
recognize Him." So Allah will come to them in His appearance which
they know, and will say, 'l am your Lord.' They will say, 'You are our
Lord," so they will follow Him.

Then a bridge will be laid across Hell (Fire)' I and my followers will
be the first ones to go across it and none will speak on that Day
except the Apostles. And the invocation of the Apostles on that Day
will be, 'O Allah, save! Save!' In Hell (or over The Bridge) there will
be hooks like the thorns of As-Sa'dan (thorny plant). Have you seen
As-Sa'dan?" They replied, "Yes, O Allah's Messenger!" He said, "So
those hooks look like the thorns of As-Sa'dan, but none knows how
big they are except Allah. Those hooks will snap the people away
according to their deeds. Some of the people will stay in Hell (be
destroyed) because of their (evil) deeds, and some will be cut or torn
by the hooks (and fall into Hell) and some will be punished and then
relieved. When Allah has finished His Judgments among the people,
He will take whomever He will out of Hell through His Mercy. He
will then order the angels to take out of the Fire all those who used
to worship none but Allah from among those whom Allah wanted to
be merciful to and those who testified (in the world) that none has
the right to be worshipped but Allah. The angels will recognize them
in the Fire by the marks of prostration (on their foreheads), for the
Fire will eat up all the human body except the mark caused by
prostration as Allah has forbidden the Fire to eat the mark of
prostration. They will come out of the (Hell) Fire, completely burnt
and then the water of life will be poured over them and they will
grow under it as does a seed that comes in the mud of the torrent.

Then Allah will finish the judgments among the people, and there
will remain one man facing the (Hell) Fire and he will be the last
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person among the people of Hell to enter Paradise. He will say, 'O
my Lord! Please turn my face away from the fire because its air has
hurt me and its severe heat has burnt me.' So he will invoke Allah in
the way Allah will wish him to invoke, and then Allah will say to him,
'If I grant you that, will you then ask for anything else?' He will reply,
'No, by Your Power, (Honour) I will not ask you for anything else.’
He will give his Lord whatever promises and covenants Allah will
demand.

So Allah will turn his face away from Hell (Fire). When he will face
Paradise and will see it, he will remain quiet for as long as Allah will
wish him to remain quiet, then he will say, 'O my Lord! Bring me
near to the gate of Paradise." Allah will say to him, 'Didn't you give
your promises and covenants that you would never ask for anything
more than what you had been given? Woe on you, O Adam's son!
How treacherous you are!' He will say, 'O my lord,' and will keep on
invoking Allah till He says to him, 'If | give what you are asking, will
you then ask for anything else?' He will reply, 'No, by Your (Honour)
Power, I will not ask for anything else.’

Then he will give covenants and promises to Allah and then Allah
will bring him near to the gate of Paradise. When he stands at the
gate of Paradise, Paradise will be opened and spread before him, and
he will see its splendour and pleasures whereupon he will remain
quiet as long as Allah will wish him to remain quiet, and then he will
say, O my Lord! Admit me into Paradise." Allah will say, 'Didn't you
give your covenants and promises that you would not ask for
anything more than what you had been given?' Allah will say, 'Woe
on you, O Adam's son! How treacherous you are!'

The man will say, 'O my Lord! Do not make me the most miserable
of Your creation,’ and he will keep on invoking Allah till Allah will
laugh because of his sayings, and when Allah will laugh because of
him, He will say to him, 'Enter Paradise,’ and when he will enter it,
Allah will say to him, 'Wish for anything.' So he will ask his Lord, and
he will wish for a great number of things, for Allah Himself will
remind him to wish for certain things by saying, '(Wish for) so-and-
so." When there is nothing more to wish for, Allah will say, This is
for you, and its equal (is for you) as well."

'Ata’ bin Yazid added: Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri who was present with Abu
Huraira, did not deny whatever the latter said, but when Abu
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Huraira said that Allah had said, "That is for you and its equal as
well,” Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri said, "And ten times as much, O Abu
Huraira!" Abu Huraira said, "I do not remember, except his saying,
'That is for you and its equal as well." Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri then said,
"l testify that I remember the Prophet (PBUH) saying, 'That is for
you, and ten times as much.” Abu Huraira then added, "That man

"n»

will be the last person of the people of Paradise to enter Paradise.".
[Bukhari]
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The ones who believe in La ilaaha illallah (No God but Allah) will eventually be
brought out of Hell.
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SECTION 6: MISCELLANEOUS

6.1 Believers in Paradise remember Dunya
There is evidence in the Qur’an that the people of Paradise will remember the life of
this world. For example, in Surat At-Tur, Allah (SWT) says:

% "And some of them draw near to others, questioning, saying:
‘Aforetime, we were afraid with our families (of the punishment of
Allah). But Allah has been gracious to us, and has saved us from the
torment of the Fire. Verily, we used to invoke Him (Alone) before.
Verily, He is the Most Kind, the Most Merciful." [At-Tur 52:25-28]
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They will also remember the evil people who tried to make the people of faith have
doubts and called them to kufr. Allah (SWT) says:

% "Then they will turn to one another, mutually questioning. A speaker
of them will say, ‘Verily, I had a companion (in the world), who used
to say, "Are you among those who believe (in resurrection after
death), (that) when we die and become dust and bones, shall we
indeed (be raised up) to receive reward or punishment (according to
our deeds)?" [As- Saffaat 37:50-53]
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They will remember the trials and tribulations they went through in this world, with
regard to themselves, their children, their families and their wealth, and they will say
joyfully:

% "And they will say, "Praise to Allah, who has removed from us [all]
sorrow. Indeed, our Lord is Forgiving and Appreciative - He who has
settled us in the home of duration out of His bounty. There touches
us not in it any fatigue, and there touches us not in it weariness [of
mind].”" [Faatir 35:34-35]
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They will also be reminded of this life when they see the fruits which will resemble
those which they used to eat in this world, but whose size and taste are different. Allah
(SWT) says:
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"... Every time they will be provided with a fruit therefrom, they will
say: ‘This is what we were provided with before,” and they will be
given things in resemblance (i.e., in the same form but different in
taste)..." [Al-Bagarah 2:25]

s 4y 15815 (08 Cpe 855 (o801 138 1508 1835 558 (e Lo 1585 L8
(25)

They will also recall their du’aa’s in times of hardship, when they raised their hands to
heaven asking for their deeds to be accepted and for help to do righteous deeds and to
be included among those who would inherit blessings. Allah (SWT) says:

R/
A X4

‘They will say, "Indeed, we were previously among our people fearful
[of displeasing Allah. So Allah conferred favour upon us and
protected us from the punishment of the Scorching Fire. Indeed, we
used to supplicate Him before. Indeed, it is He who is the Beneficent,
the Merciful." [At-Tur 52:26-28]
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They will desire things that are better than the blessings experienced in this world.
Even the person with the lowest status in Jannah would enjoy things that are far
greater than those of this world:

/7
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Narrated ‘Abdullah Ibn Masu’ood: The Prophet (PBUH) said, "I
know the person who will be the last to come out of the (Hell) Fire,
and the last to enter Paradise. He will be a man who will come out of
the (Hell) Fire crawling, and Allah will say to him, 'Go and enter
Paradise.’ He will go to it, but he will imagine that it had been filled,
and then he will return and say, 'O Lord, I have found it full." Allah
will say, 'Go and enter Paradise, and you will have what equals the
world and ten times as much (or, you will have as much as ten times
the like of the world).' On that, the man will say, 'Do you mock at me
(or laugh at me) though you are the King?" I saw Allah's Messenger
(while saying that) smiling that his premolar teeth became visible. It
is said that will be the lowest in degree amongst the people of
Paradise. [Bukhari]
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Everything that the people of Paradise desire will be theirs, as Allah (SWT) says:

R/

% "... (there will be) therein all that one’s inner-self could desire, all
that the eyes could delight in, and you will abide therein forever."
[Az-Zukhruf 43:71]
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A number of hadiths state that the people of Paradise will have their desires for
children, or to grow things, fulfilled without having to wait for them.

Abu Hurairah reported that the Prophet (PBUH) was speaking about the people of
Paradise one day when a Bedouin was present. He described how a man of the people
of Paradise will ask his Lord’s permission to grow some plants. (Note that in Arabic,
the past tense is used here to show that this will undoubtedly happen):

% Narrated Abu Huraira: Once the Prophet (PBUH) was narrating (a
story), while a bedouin was sitting with him. "One of the inhabitants
of Paradise will ask Allah to allow him to cultivate the land. Allah
will ask him, 'Are you not living in the pleasures you like?" He will
say, 'Yes, but I like to cultivate the land." " The Prophet (PBUH)
added, "When the man (will be permitted he) will sow the seeds and
the plants will grow up and get ripe, ready for reaping and so on till it
will be as huge as mountains within a wink. Allah will then say to
him, 'O son of Adam! Take here you are, gather (the yield); nothing
satisfies you. "On that, the bedouin said, "The man must be either
from Quraish (i.e. an emigrant) or an Ansari, for they are farmers,
whereas we are not farmers.” The Prophet (PBUH) smiled (at this).
(Bukhari).
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Ibn Hijr reported the following hadith in Fath al-Baari: from it we learn that whatever
worldly desires one wishes for in Paradise, will be fulfilled.

Abu Sa’eed al-Khudri reported that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said:

% Abu Sa’eed al-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that
the Prophet (PBUH) said: “If the believer wants a child in Paradise,
the pregnancy and delivery will take only an hour, then the child will
be the age that the man wants.” (Jami’ At-Tirmithi / Hasan).
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6.2 The remembrance of Allah in Paradise

% Hammam b. Munabbih reported: These are some of the hadiths
which Abu Huraira reported from Allah's Messenger (PBUH) and
one is this that he is reported to have said: The (members of the) first
group that would be admitted to Paradise would have their faces as
bright as full moon during the night. They would neither spit nor
suffer catarrh, nor void excrement. They would have their utensils
and their combs made of gold and silver and the fuel of their braziers
would be aloes and their sweat would be musk and every one of
them would have two spouses (so beautiful) that the marrow of their
shanks would be visible through the flesh. There would be no
dissension amongst them and no enmity in their hearts. Their hearts
would be like one heart, glorifying Allah morning and evening.
(Muslim).
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Jabir reported: I heard Allah's Apostle (PBUH) as saying that the
inmates of Paradise would eat and drink but would neither spit, nor
pass water, nor void excrement, nor suffer catarrh. It was said: Then,
what would happen with food? Thereupon he said: They would belch
and sweat (and it would be over with their food), and their sweat
would be that of musk and they would glorify and praise Allah as
easily as you breathe.( Muslim)
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Jabir b. Abdullah reported that Allah's Messenger (PBUH) said that
the inmates of Paradise would eat therein and they would also drink,
but they would neither void excrement, nor suffer catarrh, nor pass
water, and their eating (would be digested) in the form of belching
and their sweat would be musk aged they would glorify and praise
Allah as easily as you breathe. (Muslim)

-cemb@\ucl.&)\scﬁu\wcb}c@\#\&ww\@.\hj
}\Ac«um\cﬁ)}\y\@)&\ceﬁw\ -ceml.cy\hqq;um;dlﬁ
@@\wdsu"?xujucmgxmmdy)dudﬁmmU
G*US“ RENEI S AN PR PR u;-’n-w Y5 sk Y3 ¢ O3
" AR duaa iy JE " Gl Gsaglh WS Rally mld G shedy el

(se)” 3 pga

6.3 A market in Paradise where its inhabitants would get favour and

grace

% Anas b. Malik reported that Allah's Messenger (PBUH) said: In

Paradise there is a street to which they would come every Friday. The
north wind will blow and would scatter fragrance on their faces and
on their clothes and would add to their beauty and loveliness, and
then they would go back to their family after having an added lustre
to their beauty and loveliness, and their family would say to them: By
Allah, you have been increased in beauty and loveliness after leaving
us, and they would say: By Allah, you have also increased in beauty
and loveliness after us. (Muslim).
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6.4 A glimpse of the Prophet’s face in Paradise
% Abu Huraira reported Allah's Messenger (PBUH) as saying: The
people most loved by me from amongst my Ummah would be those
who would come after me but everyone amongst them would have
the keenest desire to catch a glimpse of me even at the cost of his
family and wealth. (Muslim).
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6.5 Seeing Allah (SWT) in Paradise

The people of Jannah think that they have it all, the best of Jannah, but they don’t
realize that there is a surprise which awaits them. They do not think that there is
nothing which can make them happier, but there is something even better for them.
The greatest reward for the believers in Jannah (Paradise) will be to view the
Countenance (Appearance) of Allah (SWT). And for the believers, there will be
nothing more delightful than to look at Him:

% Abu Sa'id al-Khudri reported that Allah's Apostle (PBUH) said that
Allah would say to the inmates of Paradise: O, Dwellers of Paradise,
and they would say in response: At thy service and pleasure, our
Lord, the good is in Thy Hand. He (the Lord) would say: Are you well
pleased now? They would say: Why should we not be pleased, O
Lord, when Thou hast given us what Thou hast not given to any of
Thy creatures? He would, however, say: May [ not give you
(something) even more excellent than that? And they would say: O
Lord, what thing can be more excellent than this? And He would say:
I shall cause my pleasure to alight upon you and I shall never be
afterwards annoyed with you.” [Muslim]
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This will be a moment in which the psychological happiness of the people of Jannah
cannot be described. What is better for them?

If you love someone in this dunya - such as a husband and wife loving each other -
you care a lot about what the other thinks. And you always want them to be happy
because they are dear to you. Your love of Allah in Jannah will be so significant and
great that when Allah says that He is happy with you, you will be at a level of
happiness you have never experienced.

Now, you will think that there is nothing better, but there is still something better
than that! Jannah only gets better. Rasulullah PBUH says in a hadith in Muslim, when
those deserving the Paradise would enter into Paradise, the Blessed and Exalted Allah
would say:

7
L X4

‘It was narrated that Suhaib said: "The Messenger of Allah recited
this Verse: 'For those who have done good is the best reward and
even more.! Then he said: 'when the people of Paradise enter
Paradise, and the people of the Fire enter the Fire, a caller will cry
out: "O people of Paradise! You have a covenant with Allah and He
wants to fulfil it." They will say: "What is it?" Has Allah not made the
Balance (of our good deeds) heavy, and made our faces bright, and
admitted us to Paradise and saved us from Hell?" Then the Veil will
be lifted and they will look upon Him, and by Allah, Allah will not
give them anything that is more beloved to them or delightful, than
looking upon Him." (Sunan Ibn Majah / Sahih)
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Suhaib reported the Apostle (PBUH) saying: When those deserving
of Paradise would enter Paradise, the Blessed and the Exalted would
ask: Do you wish Me to give you anything more? They would say:
Hast Thou not brightened our faces? Hast Thou not made us enter
Paradise and saved us from Fire? He (the narrator) said: He (God)
would lift the veil, and of things given to them nothing would he
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dearer to them than the sight of their Lord, the Mighty and the
Glorious. (Muslim)
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Seeing Allah is something not possible in this dunya. When Musa had asked Allah to
see Him, Allah told Musa that he could not see Him, but He told Musa to look at the
mountain: if the mountain stood in its place, Allah would reveal Himself to Musa.
Allah revealed Himself to the mountain, and the mountain turned to dust. Musa, just
seeing the mountain, fell unconscious. What would have happened to him if he saw
Allah? Our bodies are too fragile to sustain the beauty and the glory of seeing the
Light of Allah. In Jannah, Allah says that our creation will be different. Our bodies will
be stronger and more able to enjoy the pleasure of Jannah. Therefore, the people of
the Jannah will get to see Allah (SWT). Inshallah, we will meet with Allah (SWT) in
Jannah.

6.6 The people of Paradise will inherit from the people of Hellfire
In Bukhari, Rasulullah (PBUH) says that the majority of the population of Jannah will
be from the du’aafaa’ (the weak). He (PBUH) says:

% “Narrated Haritha bin Wahb: I heard the Prophet (PBUH) saying,
"Shall I tell you of the people of Paradise? They comprise every poor
humble person, and if he swears by Allah to do something, Allah will
fulfil it; while the people of the fire comprise every violent, cruel
arrogant person."(Bukhari)
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The poor people, in general, tend to be humble because they don’t have much wealth
to distract them. They tend to be more attached to the good deeds than others, in
general. They will make up the lion’s share of the people of Jannah.

Money in itself has nothing to do with where the person will end up. It has to do with
where they get it from and how they use the money and spend it. If they use it
properly, they will have a higher status than the poor because of that added sacrifice.
Of the ten promised Jannah, one can assume that the majority of them were
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considered to be among the wealthy of the Sahabah - Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthmaan,
‘Ali, ‘AbdurRahman Ibn ‘Auf.

The problem is when the weakness of the human being takes over and money tempts
and seduces them. Since the poor don’t have all of these temptations, they tend to be
closer to Allah. However, when a person has a lot of wealth, which usually translates
to power, they have access to more things than others. This person would feel self-
sufficient, and would feel that they do not need help from others, especially from
Allah. And that is what the wealthy Qaarun said at the time of Prophet Moses.

Rasulullah (PBUH) says that Allah knows what is best for His creation. For some
people, wealth is good for them; if they were poor that would corrupt them. And the
opposite is true as well. This is also the case for health and illness.

6.7 The people of Paradise laughing at the people of Hellfire
The following verse from the Quran illustrates the conversation between the people of
Jannah and the people of Jahannam:

R/

% “Then they will turn to one another, mutually questioning. A speaker
of them will say: ‘Verily, I had a companion (in the world), Who used
to say: “Are you among those who believe (in resurrection after
death). (That) when we die and become dust and bones, shall we
indeed (be raised up) to receive reward or punishment (according to
our deeds)?” (The man) said: ‘Will you look down? So he looked
down and saw him in the midst of the Fire.” (Assaffat 37:50-55)
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The first conversation:

The people of Jannah will have access to the people of Hell. They will be able to see
the people of Hell. This will add to their pleasure because they can appreciate what
Allah (SWT) saved them from. So this man will speak to this man in hell and say:

*

% “By Allah! You have nearly ruined me. Had it not been for the Grace
of my Lord, I would certainly have been among those brought forth
(to Hell).” (Assaffat 37:56-57)
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The second conversation:

The people of Jannah will laugh at the people of Hell, just as the people of Hell used to
laugh at the people of Jannah in this world.
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“The Companions of the Garden will call out to the Companions of
the Fire: We have indeed found the promises of our Lord to us true:
Have you also found Your Lord’s promises true?” They shall say,
“Yes”; but a crier shall proclaim between them: “The curse of Allah is
on the wrong-doers.” (Al-Araf 7:44)
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The third conversation:

R/
L X4

“Surely the righteous will be in bliss; seated on high couches they will
be looking around. In their faces you will mark the glow of bliss.
They will be given to drink the choicest, sealed wine whose seal will
be musk. Those who wish to excel others, let them endeavor to excel
in this. That wine will have the mixture of Tasnim. This is a fountain
with the waters of which those nearest to Allah will drink. The
culprits used to laugh at the believers in the world. They would wink
at one another when they passed by them. When they returned to
their kinsfolk they returned jesting. And when they saw them, they
would say, "These are the people gone astray," although they had not
been sent to be guardians over them. Today the believers are
laughing at the disbelievers, as they recline on couches and gaze at
them. Have not the disbelievers been rewarded for what they used to
do? (Almutafifeen 83: 22-36)”
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6.8 The people of Al-A’raf in the Quran

Surah Al-Araaf Verses 42 - 50 explains the final episode on the Day of Judgment:

o
*¢

» But those who believed and did righteous deeds - We charge no soul

except [within] its capacity. Those are the companions of Paradise;
they will abide therein eternally. And We will have removed
whatever is within their breasts of resentment, [while] flowing
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beneath them are rivers. And they will say, "Praise to Allah, who has
guided us to this; and we would never have been guided if Allah had
not guided us. Certainly the messengers of our Lord had come with
the truth." And they will be called, "This is Paradise, which you have
been made to inherit for what you used to do." And the companions
of Paradise will call out to the companions of the Fire, "We have
already found what our Lord promised us to be true. Have you found
what your Lord promised to be true?" They will say, "Yes." Then an
announcer will announce among them, "The curse of Allah shall be
upon the wrongdoers." Who averted [people] from the way of Allah
and sought to make it [seem] deviant while they were, concerning
the Hereafter, disbelievers. And between them will be a partition,
and on [its] elevations are men who recognize all by their mark. And
they call out to the companions of Paradise, "Peace be upon you."
They have not [yet] entered it, but they long intensely. And when
their eyes are turned toward the companions of the Fire, they say,
"Our Lord, do not place us with the wrongdoing people.” And the
companions of the Elevations will call to men [within Hell] whom
they recognize by their mark, saying, "Of no avail to you was your
gathering and [the fact] that you were arrogant." [Allah will say],
"Are these the ones whom you [inhabitants of Hell] swore that Allah
would never offer them mercy? Enter Paradise, [O People of the
Elevations]. No fear will there be concerning you, nor will you
grieve." And the companions of the Fire will call to the companions
of Paradise, "Pour upon us some water or from whatever Allah has
provided you." They will say, "Indeed, Allah has forbidden them both
to the disbelievers.” (Al-Araaf 7: 42-50)

gﬁd\a&iaﬂj@yﬁ\ma}sﬁya&u\ | slae 5 1 il Gl
5185 i) Ag85 Che 585 (o Bie M s A L i 5E5 (42) O L
W5 )y dela 38 4 Gioa u\Y;&gL@_\!L&L@\;@JU&, GJ\ , Aaaldl
4_1;]\g_ﬂ;m\Lgdbj(43)ujhuﬁﬁmu)ﬂ‘)}\u\eﬂ4u\\JJ}\‘,QQL\
\}ﬂﬁb}é)&}\.ﬁﬁh}d@ﬁu}u)hmjubh}JSu\JU\&.:\A.\A\
A»\dmucujmuqﬂ\ (44)UJASLH‘<_A°“”‘MU\?€—‘“UJJAUAH(‘“
O, e ey Slaa Wgs (45) G288 358YG 2h B3e L@—'yu-v
Y u)l;m (J aS.\lr_ A G sl Gl 1536, (.mw & u}ef_a
@MYEJ‘)&UJU\U\A@\ ;uLeAJL@\uS)A\A\J(46)u}’.AL.\
Go1lE bl s g Yl a2y Glatal 355 (47) Gl st\
) (;QJLHYM\ u.g;&\ Y (48) ujx&meusujesm;e&c@m\

165



CODE 5: PARADISE (JANNAH)

DA Llazal 535 (49) G0 & Vs &ile casd ¥ B3N dad s,
Ldaha @l &) 108 2 28855 G 5l ol G Wle 1l G 258 Clasal
(50) & ASH e
After Allah SWT mentioned that the people of Paradise will address the people of the
Fire, He stated that there is a barrier between Paradise and the Fire. This barrier
prevents the people of the Fire from reaching Paradise. Ibn Jarir said, "It is the wall
that Allah described, so a wall will be put up between them, with a gate therein. Inside
it will be mercy, and outside it will be torment”.

Ibn Jarir also said, "Al-A'raaf is plural for 'Urf, where every elevated piece of land is
known as 'Urf to the Arabs." As-Suddi said, "Al-A'raaf is so named because its
residents recognize (Ya'rifun) the people.

Hudhayfah was asked about the people of Al-A'raaf and he explained that they were,
"people whose good and bad deeds are equal. Their evil deeds prevent them from
qualifying to enter Paradise, and their good deeds qualify them to avoid the Fire.
Therefore, they are stopped there on the barrier until Allah judges them.”

Al-Hasan recited: “and at that time they will not yet have entered it (Paradise), but
they will hope to enter (it)”, then he said, "By Allah! Allah did not put this hope in
their hearts, except for an honour that He intends to bestow upon them." Qatadah
said; "Those who hope are those among you whom Allah informed of their places."
Allah said next, And when their eyes will be turned towards the dwellers of the Fire,
they will say: "Our Lord! Place us not with the people who are wrongdoers."

Ad-Dahhak reported that Ibn *Abbas said, "When the people of Al-A'raaf look at the
people of the Fire and recognize them, they will supplicate, O Lord! Do not place us
with the people who are wrongdoers. And the men on Al-A'raaf will call unto the men
whom they would recognize by their marks, saying: "Of what benefit to you was your
gathering, and your arrogance?" "Are they those, of whom you swore that Allah would
never show them mercy (Behold! It has been said to them): 'Enter Paradise, no fear
shall be on you, nor shall you grieve."

Allah states that the people of Al-A'raaf will admonish some of the chiefs of the
idolaters whom they recognize by their marks in the Fire, saying - Of what benefit to
you was your gathering...") meaning, your great numbers, and your arrogance. This
Ayah means that your great numbers and wealth did not save you from Allah's
torment. Rather, you are dwelling in His torment and punishment.

"Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn ‘Abbas: ‘Are they those, of whom you swore
that Allah would never show them mercy’ refers to the people of Al-A'raaf who will be
told when Allah decrees: Behold! It has been said to them: "Enter Paradise, no fear
shall be on you, nor shall you grieve." And the dwellers of the Fire will call to the
dwellers of Paradise: "Pour on us some water or anything that Allah has provided you
with." They will say: "Both (water and provision) Allah has forbidden for the
disbelievers who took their religion as amusement and play, and the life of the world
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deceived them”. So this Day, We shall forget them as they forgot their meeting of this
Day, and as they used to reject Our Ayat.
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